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What are ornamental plants ?

From Wikipedia

Ornamental plants are plants that are grown
for decorative purposes in gardens and landscape
design projects, as houseplants, for cut flowers and
specimen display. The cultivation of these forms a
major branch of horticulture.

Most commonly ornamental garden plants are
grown for the display of aesthetic features including:
flowers, leaves, scent, overall foliage texture, fruit,
stem and bark, and aesthetic form. In some cases,
unusual features may be considered to be of interest,
such as the prominent and rather vicious thorns of
rosa sericea and cacti In all cases, their purpose is
for the enjoyment of gardeners, visitors, and/or the
public.

Similarly certain trees may be called ornamental
trees. This term is used when they are used as part
of a garden or landscape setting, for instance for
their flowers, their texture, form and shape, and
other aesthetic characteristics. In some countries
trees in “utilitarian” landscape use such as screening
and roadside plantings are called amenity trees.

For plants to be considered as ornamental, they
may require specific work and activity by a
gardener. For instance, many plants cultivated for
topiary and bomsai would only be considered as
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ornamental by virtue of the regular pruning carried
out on them by the gardener, and they may rapidly
cease to be ornamental if the work was abandoned.

Ornamental plants and trees are distinguished
Jfrom utilitarian and crop plants, such as those used
for agriculture and vegetable crops, and for forestry
or as fruit trees. This does not preclude any
particular type of plant being grown both for
ornamental qualities in the garden, and for wfilitarian
purposes in other settings. Thus lavender is typically
grown as an ornamental plant in gardens, but may
also be grown as a crop plant for the production of
lavender oil

The term ornamental plant is used here in the
same sense that it is generally used in the
horticultural trades. The term largely corresponds to
“garden plant”, though the latter is much less
precise, as any plant may be grown in a garden.
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o Unit 1 Site Description

w1 VL HRR

The site desclripticrn['.J has many uses:

A. Tt can be used to describe the environment at
a particular site where you want to carry out some
vegetation management activity.

B. With this description, you can make full use
of the Species Navigator Tool ' to help you select
species for revegetation.

C. The site description will give you valuable
information for property planning for both
conservation and production purposes.

D. You can use the site description when you
are preparing project applications for conservation
incentives.

E. You can also take your site description to
your local nursery to make sure the species you
order are most appropriate for your site.

1.1 What bioregion is your site in?

Bioregion is an area constituting a natural
ecological community with characteristic flora,
fauna, and environmental conditions and bounded by
natural rather than artificial borders.Bioregions have
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similar environmental characteristics such as geology,
landform patterns, climate, ecological features for
plants and animals, and are useful for thinking of
clusters or similar environments.

1.2 Climate

Three climate parameters are very important for
the survival and growth of native vegetation: mean
annual rainfall and its distribution throughout the
year; mean annual temperature range; and
number of frosts in a year.

Mean annual rainfall

Mean annual rainfall is measured in millimeters.
It is derived from those years for which rainfall has
been recorded.In many parts of Australia, rainfall has
been recorded for over 100 vyears. Rainfall
distribution describes when the majority of the
rainfall is received. Winter rainfall dominance is most
common in the south of the continent; while the
tropical regions are strongly summer dominant. Areas
in the middle may have no obviously dominant rainfall
period or may have winter and summer peaks of
approximately equal magnitude.

Mean annual temperature range

Mean annual temperature range gives an
indication of the range of temperature extremes.
Plants growing in environments with big differences
between maximum and minimum temperatures have
to be very adaptable.

Hottest: g o

Coldest: T
Number of frosts per year

Frosts can kill plants or reduce their growth.
Frost is influenced by temperature, humidity and
landform, but this measure gives an approximate
indicator of the severity of frost and likelihood of
occurrence at a particular site. The number of frosts

below degree per year is a useful indicator of severe
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frost.
Measuring these parameters

To determine the climate parameters for your
site, go to the Government Bureau of Meteorology
website. Detailed climate information can be found
there.Locate your town or the nearest locality from
the station list.

For mean annual rainfall use the ANN
(Artificial Neural Networks) ' column of mean
rainfall (mm). Look at the monthly averages to
determine when your site receives most of its rainfall,

For mean annual temperature range, use the
highest monthly temperature from mean daily Max
temp (deg C) for Hottest and the lowest monthly
temperature from Mean daily Min temp (deg C) for
Coldest.

For a rough estimate of frost days, use the line
titled Mean no.Days, Min <0.0 deg C.

The Bureau of Meteorology can provide this
data only for locations where it has a weather
station. You will need to choose from the station
that is in a similar location and environment to your
site.This may not necessarily be the closest station.
Alternatively, you can get a very good estimate of the
climate parameters for your site by using the Data
Drill ' You will need to enter the latitude and
longitude for your site, and Data Drill then uses a
range of weather stations to estimate climatic records
for your site.

Altitude (or Elevation)

Altitude (or Elevation) affects climate and is
measured as metres above sea level. Altitude indicates
broad scale effects such as climate. To determine
your altitude, you can use a contour map, or Google
Earth.
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1.3 Soils
Soil is one of the most important factors in
growth and survival of native vegetation.

Understanding the type of soil at your site and some
of its physical and chemical properties is important
for successful vegetation management.

At the site level, soil usually needs to be
described from inspection and testing in the field. The
most important soil parameters for native vegetation
are:

Texture

Depth

pH

electrical conductivity

bulk density

1.4 Landform

The principle landforms relevant to the
management of native vegetation are: element, slope
position, elevation and aspect.
Landform element

Landform

moisture and nutrient availability. Terms used to

clement  affects  microclimate,
describe Landform element include:

Crest

Hillock

Ridge

Slope

Flat

Open Depression

Closed Depression
Position on Slope

Position on Slope affects microclimate, soil
formation and moisture availability. Terms used to
describe Position on Slope include:

Crest

Upper Slope
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Mid Slope

Lower Slope

Flat

Creek/River
Aspect

Aspect affects the amount of solar radiation
received and describes the predominant direction
that sloping land faces. Terms used to describe
Aspect include:

Northerly

Northeasterly

Easterly

Southeasterly

Southerly

Southwesterly

Westerly

Northwesterly

N/A (abbr of Not Applicable, for a site on less
than 1% slope)
1.5 Additional information

This additional information may be useful for
your site description and helpful for planning
revegetation on your site.
Location Information

It is common practice to describe locations by
using a grid system.Your location is described by the
intersection of two lines, running perpendicular to
each other. The most common examples of grid
systems are latitude and longitude, and map
references.
Latitude and longitude

The Earth is approximately spherical in shape.
Points are measured in degrees, minutes and
seconds.Latitude measures position from the equator,
while longitude measures position from a fixed north-
south line. Latitude lines run parallel to each other
and begin at 0 degrees (Equator) and end at 90
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degrees (the poles).Longitude lines begin at the south
pole and end at the north pole, so are further away
from each other at the equator than at the poles.The
most practical way to measure latitude and longitude

is using a GPS.
Latitude: DDD MM SS
Longitude: DDD MM SS

From the internet

Google Earth, an interactive map website, has a
tool which enables the user to zoom into their site
and view an aerial photo, often at very high
resolution ( http//www. earth. google. hk ). The
software is free to download for a basic version.
Panning and zooming tools come in view when the
mouse is held over the upper right-hand side of the
image.By holding the mouse over the site, latitude and
longitude coordinates are displayed in the bottom left-
hand corner of the screen.Google Earth can also be
accessed (without having to download the software
to your computer) .

Year from now, you will wish you had started now.
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