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Abstract

The poor villages are grass-root local societies, which contained many poor
crowds. Poor village is not only the unit of grass-root communities, but also one
of the main battlegrounds of anti-poverty. In this study, poor villages are the re-
search objects. The paper is focused on how to respond to the disaster risks, and
it’s based on the hypothetical structure of “disaster risks, norms and improve-
ments” . Community interactions, norms, and improvements are also con-
cerned. In the perspective of the “community” and “daily life”, this study
cared about the influences from different levels of society when deal with disaster
risks, especially those effects operated by Government, market, and other so-
cial units. At the same time, this study has also addressed the advantages and
disadvantages from the community, farmer, the government, market, and oth-
er subjects’ experiences. It has tried to explore the path to deal with such disaster
risks, so do the interaction of anti-poverty and disaster risk respond.

In this study, the techniques of the disaster risk response include avert,
transfer, first-aid, and adapt. Empirical research methods were used in this
study. By questionnaires, interviews, discusses, and field researches, many
facts were found; namely:

First of all, on the disaster risk avert. The poor village is a “risk society”.
No matter its community structure, norms, or developments, are under disas-
ter risk affect. The community and farmers have accumulated plenty of experi-

ences in long-term disaster risk response. Self-aid is the main technique when
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disaster occurred. The community structure, resource distribute, daily-life reor-
ganize, and livelihood maintain are the specific embodiment of the tech-
nique. The performances of country-market cooperation in disaster risk response,
which called “technique-organize” , are hardly helped.

Secondly, on the disaster risk transfer. Within the community of poor villa-
ges, neither famer nor the community took the responsibility of disaster risk
transfer. The routine work of famer’s daily life is based on the anti-risk
thoughts. Thus the structure and relationships of society may transfer by genera-
tions. Under the social security insurance, the country became the perfectly ob-
ject when farmers need transfer their disaster risks. Due to the different main
goals and processes, private insurance companies are lack of transfer
capacity. Meanwhile, the practice of transfer poor village disaster risk is still un-
der traditional structures.

Thirdly, on the disaster risk first-aid. When the small and medium-sized
disaster risk occurred, the first-aid of disaster risk in poor village is still under
traditional social network, which views self-aid as the first and most common
technique of emergency situations. The modern “technique-organize” aid sys-
tem cannot reach the inner part, so do the religious relief, social donation,
and other social organizations’ aid. The private insurance companies can barely
supply helps to particular goods. When the big disaster occurred, the responses
of government, market, and society are hardly recognized, as well as the com-
munities themselves. The welfare and social security policies worked well in daily
life maintenance, when one does not concern about improvements. However,
under the circumstance of catastrophic emergency, the national power can moti-
vate and encourage its public to response in the first time. It has influenced the
outside social levels as well as the communities themselves. The countrys modern
disaster risk coping mechanisms had reach the bottom of community and played
a big role. Thus the order of poverty-stricken village did not break
up. Community has been developed sustainablly.

Moreover, on the disaster risk adapt. The degrees of such interferences

from outside social levels led to different paths between “negative” and “ posi-
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tive” thoughts. The more outside fact influences, the high level of disaster risk
response possibility. Under the influences of Multi facts, disaster risk can be
seen as positive. But it depends on the degree of outside interference. Varies of
thoughts, attitudes, and choices may appear. Individual farmer is more likely to
rely on such aids from policies, community aid, donation, social insurances,
etc. ; which other units of the entire society also needed.

Last but not the least, the new model of disaster risk management, which
carried full of anti-poverty techniques, has strongly realistic meaning. The prac-
tices of community disaster risk management model in pilot poor villages suppor-
ted the research of disaster risk response. The present practices supplied such
experiences ; single management that copes with disaster risks cannot work effec-
tively, so does single anti-poverty aid. The combination of the former and the

[t

latter may help, which is called " mutual management” . Therefore, a new
model of anti-risk mechanism in poor villages is necessary. To achieve this goal ,
the government and entire society need to put their efforts on both anti-risk and

anti-poverty. And such efforts should be treated equally.

Keywords: The Poor Villages; Disaster Risk; Response; Practice
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