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Unit 1 Education

The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.

— Aristotle, Greek philosopher and polymath
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IMITATING SHOW,

Listen to the recording. Try to imitate the speakers’ pronunciation and intonation.

Passage 1
Use of Library Facilities

'm Mr. Britain, the head librarian, and today I'd like to introduce you to the facilities in our
Iunivcrsity library and show you how to use them. The first room on our tour is the reference room,
where you will find all sorts of reference materials: dictionaries, bibliographies, literature guides,
even telephone books. You may use these books only in the reference room itself. The next room is
the periodicals room, where you’ll find various newspapers, magazines and academic journals. The
current issues are usually directly available to you on the shelves. And you can get an older issue by
filling out a slip for the librarian. These items must also be used in this room. The next room contains
the card catalogs. All the library’s books are listed here by title, by author and by topic. When you are
looking for a book, you must write the book’s call number, title and author on these slips and present
them with your library card at the desk. The books themselves are kept in the stacks, which are open
only to graduate students, faculty members and library staff. Our library has over a million volumes

in these stacks which cover five floors. If you have any further questions about using the library, I'd be

glad to help you after the tour. Thank you for your attention.
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Passage 2

Summer School in the U.S.

tudents do not get a long break from classes during the hot summer months. Instead, they
S get shorter breaks throughout the year. Not very many schools in the United States do
this. But other schools that are not year-round do often have summer programs. In many cases,
students take summer classes to repeat a subject they failed. This way they get a second chance to
succeed. But schools also offer summer classes to students who want to be free of a required class
during the next school year.

Generally, students in these classes want to take fewer subjects during the year because they
are involved in a lot of activities. They might be involved in sports or music programs, or both
and more. These summer school students do the same amount of work as if they took the class
during the school year. But they do it in a much shorter time, one to two months. They say it
makes for a lot of reading and homework and not much time for anything else. Some education
experts are worried about high school students who take summer school because of pressure to
attend a top university.

The New York Times recently reported about summer classes at one of the best high schools
in the United States. New Trier High School is in Winnetka, Illinois. Almost 600 students are
in school this summer. Only 20 are repeating classes that they failed. The others are in difficult
courses like physics and history. The students say taking classes like these in the summer means
that they can take even more difficult classes next year. They say this shows colleges not only that
they are serious about their studies. It also shows that they have experienced the most difficult
high school program possible.

Another place with a lot of students in summer school is Palo Alto, California. The Mercury
News reported that about 20 percent of the students in the city schools were in class this summer.
That is more than 2,000 teenagers. A third are in classes they failed before. The others are taking
subjects they do not have time for during the normal school year. But they are not taking subjects

like physics and history. The students in Palo Alto are in classes like creative writing, film

studies, literature and cooking.
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DUBBING SHOW.

Watch the movie clips and dub the characters of them.

1 Mona Lisa Smile

Teacher A:

Katherine Watson:

Students:

Katherine:

Connie Baker:

Be careful. They can smell fear.

Good morning.

Good morning.

Thank you. This is History of Art 100. We’ll be following Dr. Staunton’s syllabus.
Any questions so far?

Your name?

Katherine: Why don’t you go first?
Connie: Connie Baker.
Katherine: Katherine Watson. Nice to meet you.

Giselle Levy:

Dr. Watson, I presume.

Katherine: Not yet. And you are?
Giselle: Giselle Levy.
Katherine: Giselle. If someone could get the...

Susan Delacorte:

Katherine:

Joan Brandwyn:

Susan Delacorte.
Thank you, Susan Delacorte... From the beginning, man has always had the
impulse to create art. Can anyone tell me what this is?

Wounded Bison, Altamira, Spain... about 15,000 B.C. Joan Brandwyn.

Katherine: Very good, Joan. Despite the age of these paintings, they are technically very
sophisticated because...

Joan: The shading and the thickness of the lines moving over the hump of the bison. Is
that right?

Katherine: Yes, that’s exactly right. Next slide! This one:?you are probably less familiar with. It

Elizabeth Warren:

Katherine:

Elizabeth Warren:

was discovered by archeologists...
In 1879, Lascaux, France. Dates back to 10,000 B.C. Singled out because of
flowing lines depicting the movement of the animal.

Impressive. Name?

Herd of Horses.

m’z 2"

- - -

-4



Education Unit 1

Elizabeth: Elizabeth Warren. They call me Betty.

Katherine: Very good. Betty is also correct. Just because something is ancient, doesn’t mean
that it is primitive. For example, next slide, please.

Student 6: Mycerinus and His Queen. 2470 B.C. It’s a funerary statue of the pharaoh and

queen... originally intended to preserve the pharaoh’s ka. Soul.

Katherine: Have any of you taken Art History before?

Students: No.

Katherine: Let’s go on. Slide.

Student 7: Seated Scribe. Egypt. 2400 B.C.

Giselle Levy: Peasant Couple Plowing. Sixteenth century B.C. Egypt.

Student 8: Snake Goddess. Minoan. 1600 B.C.

Student 9: Fresco. Minoan. 1600 B.C.

Student 10: Funeral Mask. Mycenaean. 1200.

Katherine: Could someone please get... Thank you. By a show of hands only... how many of

you have read the entire text?

Student 6: And the suggested supplements.

Giselle: Long way from Oakland State?

Katherine: Well, you girls do prepare.

Elizabeth: If you’ve nothing else for us, we could go to independent study.
Katherine:

Students: Mr. Keating! Mr. Keating! Sir? Say something.

Neil Perry: O’ Captain! My Captain!

Mr. Keating: Gentlemen.

Neil: We were just looking in your old annual.

Mr. Keating: Oh, my God! No, that’s not me. Stanley “Tool” Wilson. God.

Neil: What was the Dead Poets Society?

Mr. Keating: I doubt the present administration would look too favorably upon that.
Neil: Why? What was it?

Mr. Keating: Gentlemen, can you keep a secret?

Neil: Sure, yeah.

Mr. Keating: The Dead Poets were dedicated to “sucking the marrow out of life”. That’s a phrase

from Thoreau. We would invoke at the beginning of every meeting. You see, we
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Knox Overstreet:

Mr. Keating:

Neil:
Charlie:
Neil:
Charlie Dalton:
Cameron:
Pitts:
Neil:
Pitts:
Cameron:
Charlie:
Meeks:
Charlie:
Meeks:
Charlie:
Meeks:
Hager:
Neil:
Cameron:
Neil:
Charlie:
Hager:

S s . A

*6

would gather at the old Indian cave and take turns reading from Thoreau, Whitman,
Shelley. The biggies! Even some of our own verse. And in the enchantment of the
moment, we’d let poetry work its magic.

You mean, it was a bunch of guys sitting around reading poetry?

No, Mr. Overstreet, it wasn’t just guys. We weren’t a Greek organization. We were
Romantics. We didn’t just read poetry; we let it drip from our tongues like honey.
Spirits soared, women swooned and gods were created, gentlemen. Not a bad way
to spend an evening, eh? Thank you, Mr. Perry, for this stroll down Amnesia Lane.
Burn that, especially my picture.

Dead Poets Society.

What?

I say we go tonight.

Tonight?

Now wait a minute.

Everybody in? Where’s this cave he’s talking about?

It’s beyond the stream. I know where it is.

That’s miles!

Sounds boring to me.

Don’t come.

Do you know how many demerits we’re talking, Dalton?

So don’t come, please.

Look, all I'm saying is that we have to be careful.

We can’t get caught.

No shit, Sherlock.

You boys there, hurry up!

All right. Who’s in?

Oh, come on, Neil, Hager’s the...

Forget Hager! No. Who's in?

I’'m in.

I’'m warning you! Move!

Me, too.

s
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Pitts: What is this? A midnight study group?

Neil: Forget it, Pitts, you’re coming. Meeks, your grades hurting, too?
Meeks: I’ll try anything once.

Charlie: Except sex.

Meeks: I’m in as long as we’re careful.

Charlie: What about you, Knox?

Knox: [ don’t know, Charlie.

Charlie: Come on, Knox, it’ll help you get Chris.

Knox: Yeah? How?

Charlie: Women swoon!

Knox: But why do they swoon? Charlie, tell me why they swoon. Charlie!
Neil: You’re not listening. Any questions?

Charlie: Look, you follow the stream to the waterfall.

Neil: It’s right there. It’s gotta be like that...

Charlie: [ don’t know. It’s starting to sound dangerous.

Knox: Oh. Why don’t you just stay home?

Neil: Hey, you’re crazy.

Mr. McAllister: For God’s sake, stop chattering and sit down!

Neil: Todd, are you coming tonight?

Todd: No.

Neil: Why not? God, you were there. You heard Keating. Don’t you want to do

something about...

Todd: ¥...Yes. But...

Neil: But, but what?

Todd: Keating said that everybody took turns reading and I don’t want to do that.
Neil: Gosh. You really have a problem with that, don’t you?

Todd: N... No, I, I don’t have a problem. Neil, I just... I don’t want to do it, OK?
Neil: All right. What if you didn’t have to read? What if you just came and listened?
Todd: T...That’s not how it works.
Neil: Forget how it worked! What if...What if they said it was OK? '
Todd: What? What, are you gonna go up and ask 'em lf. No. no.

Illbenghtback .

7-
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Look at the comics. Work in groups to complete the activities.

Step 1 Describe the pictures. Step 2 Discuss the intended meaning.
1 What do the pictures show us? 1 What do you think the books in the pictures
2 When do you think the problems symbolize?

might be? 2 People sometimes think that children should
3 What are the children doing? study more while they are young. Do you agree?

Step 3 Give your comments.

Please give your comments on the issue and support your points with examples.

Test, Test, Test and Test

Both children are carrying something heavy on their back. The poor one is carrying a heavy bundle
of rice straw and is nearly out of breath under the great pressure. His hope is to have a school to attend.
The other one stumbles on his way home from school every day, with a heavy bag of books on his back.
His wish is that he would not have to go to school any more. Even though they are at the same age, they
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have quite different ideas about attending
school.

It is the real situation in the present
education system in China. In the remote
countryside, the education is very poor.
There are no buildings for classrooms,
let alone good teachers. Children there
cannot have regular education. They are
sometimes forced to leave their study
because their families cannot afford the
necessary fees. However, the situation is
quite different in cities. Almost all the
children in the cities can have regular
education. They can enjoy the bright
classrooms and adequate facilities. But
they have their own problems. What they
face is the endless homework, which
puts so much pressure on them that some
students don’t want to continue their
studies.

To solve the problems, government

should take some measures. It’s wonderful

that “The Project Hope” has been in operation to ensure many children in poor areas to be able to achieve
education. Strategies have also been put into practice to reduce the pressure on the students. Teachers are
asked not to give too much assignment to students. Yet, there is a long way to go in the improvement of

education conditions. The whole society should be mobilized to make some contributions to our education.



