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Preface 2

The Sino-Australian relationship is often treated superficially
by observers. Much of the commentary from analysts centres on
whether Australia should *“ choose™ between its longstanding
security alliance with the United States and its rapidly burgeoning
trade and investment relationship with China. Some argue that
Australia cannot have both of these productive relationships—
sooner or later it will inevitably have to make a choice between

Beijing and Washington.

Balancing relations with the US and China will of course
become more difficult if rivalry between these two greal powers
deepens, but often overlooked is the depth of the bilateral
relationship between Australia and China that goes beyond simple
economic transactions. This was highlighted during the series of
commemorative events in 2012 to mark the 40" anniversary of
formal bilateral diplomatic relations. Major themes included
cultural exchange, tourism, and broader people-to-people ties.
These speak to a wide ranging relationship that has significant
ballast.
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Preface 2

There is a very large Chinese diaspora population living in
Australia that plays a key role in promoting deep people-to-
people links hetween our two countries. Chinese citizens
comprise the largest single group of international students in
Australia and have a well established presence across all
university campuses. The links between Australian and Chinese
research institutions are accelerating. These links are particularly
strong in the science and technology domain, the most enduring
heing the relationship between the Chinese Academy of Sciences
and Australia’s Commonwealth Science and Industrial Research
Organization. Today, China is Australia’s third highest partner in
terms of joint scientific publications, while Australia is China’s

sixth highest partner.

Yet while there is a solid foundation to the Sino-Australia
relationship, the two countries face some challenges in the
coming years in ensuring they continue to get the most out of
bilateral relations. These challenges will test the capacity of
policymakers in Beijing and Canberra to exercise judgement,

long term vision, and tact.

The first challenge will be managing genuine differences in
the realms of politics and security. Normative differences on
human rights can probably be managed as they have in the past,
but there is a risk that tensions may increase over the question of
maritime territorial claims in Southeast and East Asia. Of specific

concern is that Beijing and Canberra may find themselves on
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opposite sides of the South China Seas or East China Sea disputes

if the US becomes involved.

The second challenge is developing a shared strategy for the
relationship that looks beyond economie ties. This is an important
challenge for Australia, where China is occasionally portrayed in
one-dimensional terms as simply a massive market for Australian
resources. Injecting other areas of the relationship with greater
profile is crucial for building long term broad public support for

the bilateral relationship.

The third, and final, challenge is to build on the success of
the 40" anniversary commemoration in 2012 greater depth in the
relationship. This book provides strong testament to the faet that
academic exchanges and joint collaboration have a key role to
play in reinforcing trust and understanding between our societies.
Without these latter attributes, a relationship based on mutual
economic interest will not thrive in the 21st Century. We can all
contribute in our own fields of endeavour to bringing Australia
and China closer together in the coming decades—this book is
one more step towards improving our relationship through

increased understanding.

Professor Andrew O'Neil
Director of the Griffith Asia Institute
Griffith University

Brisbane, Australia
15 March 2013
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