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UNIT 1 Curriculum (1)

SECTION g READING ALOUD

TASK 1

a 1. trick haste splash

2. statement against signal
3. expansion proportion neighbourhood
4, graduation nevertheless grammatical
5. encyclopedia beautification intolerable

TASK 2
(5) 1. pronunciation (3) 2. stimulate (4) 3. hostility
(3) 4. physicist (2) 5. laughter (3) 6. syllable
(1) 7. scratch (6) 8. insensitivity

SECTION @3 LISTENING & SPEAKING

PART A SHORT CONVERSATIONS

CONVERSATION 1

TASK 3
¢ ) (Phone rings)
Dave: Hello.

Judy: Hey, Dave, it's me.

Dave: Oh, hi, Judy. So how was your first day of college?

Judy: Oh, it was exciting. Overwhelming, but exciting.

Dave: Well, I felt the same way on my first day of college. You'll soon get used to it.

Judy: Hopefully. Actually I just came back from one of our orientation lectures. But I am
still confused about some concepts ...

Dave: Like what?

Judy: Like “minor.”

Dave: Well, a minor is a concept as opposed to a major.

Curriculum (1)
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Judy:

Uh-hum. Like my major is Engineering.

Dave: Yes. So a major is the main field that you want to specialize in, but a minor is a
secondary field that you want to specialize in while you are working on your major.

Judy: So you can’t just enroll in a minor, can you?

Dave: No. You must first enroll in a major and then you can add on a minor.

Judy: OK. So does it mean everyone must add on a minor?

Dave: No. That's not how it works. Minors are not mandatory. It's completely up to the
students themselves whether they would like to minor in something,.

Judy: What's the purpose of having a minor, then?

Dave: Well, personally, I think a major is like the main focus on your career goal and a
minor can be something to complement it.

Judy: Can you give me some examples?

Dave: Well, take myself as an example. My major is Elementary Education. But, I also
have a minor in Spanish. The purpose of the minor is so that I may be able to teach
elementary students Spanish as well. Similar examples could be a major in Business
and a minor in Finance, or a major in Nursing and a minor in Biology.

Judy: T see. Hmm, so, a major in Engineering and a minor in ...

Dave: Well, you need to think that over for yourself. Bottom line: whatever you are taking
as your minor, make sure you are interested in it. Otherwise it’s gonna be painful. You
do know that a minor means an extra set of courses you are required to take, don’t
you?

Judy: Well ... Uh ... I do need to think that over.

NOTES
1. Orientation or student orientation, often encapsulated into an orientation week or

UNIT 1

freshers” week, is a period of time at the beginning of the academic year at a university
during which a variety of events are held to orient and welcome new students. The
purpose of a student orientation program is to introduce freshmen to a campus,
important student services, and academic expectations at the university level.

The difference between a college major and a college minor: A major is the main field :
that you want to specialize in while you are an undergraduate at a college. A lot of units :
in college will be devoted into your major because that is going to be your career choice
in life, which is why you are studying it. A minor is a secondary field that you want to
specialize in while you are working on your major. Generally, your major is your intended
career, but your minor is something you pursue because of your personal interest.



CONVERSATION 2
TASK 4

Dave: Hey Judy, I heard that you are taking Chinese as your minor. Is that true?

Judy: Yeah. Anything wrong? You sound surprised.

Dave: Well, I am surprised. Your major is Engineering, isn’t it> What does Chinese have to
do with Engineering? 1 mean, why not Management, or Architecture, or, or Spanish?

Judy: Because your minor is Spanish?

Dave: No, no, that’s not what I mean.

Judy: (Laughing) Take it easy, Dave. Isn’t it your advice — make sure you are interested in
the minor you are taking, otherwise it's gonna be painful? Well, it happens that I am
interested in China — its language and culture.

Dave: But haven’t you heard that Chinese is one of the most difficult languages to learn in
the world?

Judy: Oh, that’s just exaggeration. People are just intimidated by the tones of Chinese and
the Chinese character system. But you know what, Dave? Chinese grammar is very
simple, much simpler than Spanish grammar. So if you can manage Spanish, I can
manage Chinese.

Dave: But, but, still ... how is your knowledge of Chinese language and culture going to
help your resume look more attractive to your employer four years later?

Judy:  Well, you never know. Maybe there will be job opportunities in China. Maybe my
future employer is Chinese.

Dave: Okay, okay, you win.

Judy:  Come on, Dave. Be a little more supportive. You always support me.

Dave: Well, well, what can I say? Good luck with your Chinese learning, then.

Judy: Thanks, Dave.

The tones of Chinese: Mandarin Chinese has four pitched tones and a “toneless” tone. The
reason for having these tones is probably that the Chinese language has very few possible
syllables — approximately 400 — while English has about 12,000. For this reason, there may
be more homophonic words, words with the same sound expressing different meanings, in :
Chinese than in most other languages. Apparently tones help the relatively small number of
syllables to multiply and thereby alleviate but not completely solve the problem. '

(1) You sound surprised (2) does Chinese have to do with
(3) that’s not what | mean (4) its language and culture
(5) that’s just exaggeration (6) the Chinese character system
(7) look more attractive to (8) there will be job opportunities
(9) you win (10) Be a little more supportive

Curriculum (1)
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PART B SPEAKING SKILLS

TASK 5

@ Before the students read the text, ask them to close their books. Play the first conversation
between Dave and Judy once again. Ask the students to write down Judy’s response to Dave's
explanation when they listen to the recording. Have the students discuss the function of Judy's
words. After that, ask the students to open their books and read the text.

PART C AUTHENTIC ENGLISH

TASK 6

(Jack and Mike are roommates and they are talking about their plan for the night.)

Mike:
Jack:
Mike:

Hi, Jack, do you have plan for this night? How about a movie?
Nothing special, but I am thinking of calling my girlfriend to see if she has any plan.
Sounds great. I'm going to the cinema. Wish you a good time.

(Three hours later. Mike came back from the movie and saw Jack walking up and down the room.)

Mike:
Jack:
Mike:
Jack:
Mike:

Hi, Jack, what's wrong? You look angry.

That was the last straw!

Why did you say that? Did your girlfriend do anything wrong?

She refused to see me. She must have fallen in love with another guy.

I don’t believe it. Talk with her, will you? There must be some misunderstanding
between you.

NOTES

It was the last straw that broke the camel’s back. There is a limit to everything. We can load
the camel with lots of straw, but finally it will be too much and the camel’s back will break.
And it is only a single straw that breaks its back — the last straw. This can be applied to
many things in life. People often say “That’s the last straw!” when they will not accept any
more of something. :

a “The Last Straw” in this dialogue means “the limit to one’s patience or endurance”.

UNIT 1




PART D NEWS BROADCAST

NEWS ITEM 1
TASK 8 & TASK 9

ﬂ In formal education, curriculum is the set of courses, course work, and content offered
at a school or university. Curriculum may mean two things. Firstly, it is the range of courses
from which students choose what subject matters to study. Secondly, it is a specific learning
program. It collectively describes the teaching, learning, and assessment materials available for
a given course of study.

E’ TASK 8

[ ] School facilities

M School content

@ School course work
[:l School faculty

[/] School courses

ﬂ TASK 9

1.7 2. T

TASK 10

The Australian Education Union is cautious about a new national curriculum which
could further disadvantage indigenous students.

The new document was launched by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and Education
Minister Julia Gillard in Canberra on Monday.

The document outlines the education plans for kindergarten to Year 10 English, maths,
science and history students to replace state and territory standards next year.

Rudd described it as a back-to-basics approach to teaching and learning, with grammar
and arithmetic as focus.

However, the union’s Northern Territory branch president, Rodney Smith, said any
national curriculum needs to make allowances for differences between schools and regions.

Smith noted the curriculum must also make allowances for local differences and the
needs of indigenous students.

BT.B 2.:C 3 C 4.D

Curriculum (1) 5



NEWS ITEM 2
TASK 11 & TASK 12

<) In the education system in England, an academy is a type of secondary school not
under the control of Local Education Authority, but is publicly funded, with some private
sponsorship. It was initiated in the year 2000. Each academy has a private sponsor: either an
individual or an organization. The sponsor is able to influence the process of establishing the
school. It also has the power to appoint governors to the academy’s governing body.

1. F 2.F
E’ TASK 12
(1) academy (2) Local Education Authority (3) academy
(4) private sponsor (5) organization (6) private sponsor
(7) governor (8) academy
TASK 13
<) The new British government has launched a keynote reform on education.

The academy schools scheme, the biggest shake-up in schools policy in 100 years, was
initiated by Education Secretary Michael Gove.

Under the scheme, state schools could become academies, with far greater power over
curriculum choices, staft’ pay, school hours and budgets.

There are 20,000 state schools in the country, and the top 2,000 will be fast-tracked into the
scheme.

Academy schools existed under the former Labor administration, about 200 of them,
and most had links with bodies like churches, charities and private businesses.

The new government academies bill, which will be debated in parliament, hugely
expands that scheme in number and scope.

It has already attracted controversy with unions saying they will oppose the reforms.

8 1. € 2.D 3.D 4.D

PART E PASSAGES

PASSAGE 1

TASK 15 & TASK 16
<) HOW TO MAKE FRIENDS AT COLLEGE

One of the biggest fears that many new students face when starting college is the
question of how to make friends. This task, while seemingly difficult, can be made easy

UNIT1



through a number of different approaches.

First, you can join clubs and societies. This is the fastest and surest way to meet other
students, both old and new. Clubs and societies are the social side of university life — aside
from regular activities the clubs provide, there are usually a variety of social activities, such
as trivia nights, welcome parties, movie outings and regular meetings.

Joining a student society does not mean that students are forced to remain members —
many people sign up to several societies or clubs until they find the ones that interest them the
most. The biggest challenge is often simply working up the courage to attend the first interest
meeting. However, it is a fact that these clubs and societies want new student membership just
as much as new students want to make friends.

Second, do some volunteer work. Every college or university has student-volunteering
programs, whether they involve helping out on open days or taking part in regular
promotions of activities or events. There is a large network of students who volunteer for
a number of different causes and are on campus quite often. In return for giving up a couple
of hours a week, new volunteers can meet many other students and simultaneously do
something worthwhile for the university.

Last but not least, talk to your classmates. Taking a class with the same people all
semester offers a good opportunity to meet new people and see them on a regular basis.
Talking to your classmates can lead to social outings such as study groups or coffee meet-
ups before or after class. Don’t be afraid to start conversations!

By taking a chance and going along to a few meetings and activities, new students can
make friends with similar interests in no time. All it takes is a little self-determination — and
remember that there are thousands of other students looking for new friends, just like you.

a TASK 15

(1) societies (2) surest (3) forced (4) several
(5) interest (6) biggest (7) attend (8) volunteer
(9) network (10) campus (11) classmates (12) good
(13) regular (14) chance (15) similar
g TASK 16
1. € 2.A 3:C 4.D 5.D
PASSAGE 2

TASK 18 & TASK 19
ﬂ STUDY TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR

Unless you enjoy studying, it can be aggravating and frustrating to study. It need not
be so stressful with these tips on studying successfully!

First, you need to create a study friendly environment. An overly heated or cool room is
not an ideal environment for studying. It causes distraction. Be sure the room is at a proper
temperature to allow for concentration and comfort. Set up a desk in a well-lit area with proper
supplies such as paper, pens, pencils, erasers. A computer (or laptop) is a great tool and may

Curriculum (1) 7
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be helpful in study, but it can also become a distraction if you are tempted to send instant
messages, update your social network, or send emails. Keep all distractions to a minimum.

Study time and breaks are also important factors that may affect your study. You should
try to study at the same time each day in order to set up a study routine. Allow yourself to take
short breaks as it will rejuvenate your mind and allow for efficiency.

Do not drag your heels. This is the worst thing that you could do. Tackle the toughest
task first and study time will be much easier with it out of the way. If you drag your heels, you
can only see all kinds of work pile up. Once work piles up, it is hard to play catch up.

Then you need to prioritize and set goals. Prioritize, prioritize, prioritize! I cannot
emphasize that enough. Assignments that are due the next day need to be completed first —
the most pressing assignments first. If you have a project that is not due for a while, set goals
and work on it a little bit at a time so that you are not overwhelmed as the due date approaches.

Last but not the least, a calendar is a must-have tool for success. You will be able to plan and
prioritize assignments with a calendar. Be sure that you update your calendar each day to check
assignments and projects due, and extracurricular activities. You should cross an item off as it is
completed. You will have a sense of accomplishment when you see your list getting shorter.

There is no need to be someone you are not. Take advantage of the fact that you are
starting with a clean slate. No one knows you or your friends from high school and no one has
prejudgments. Let that knowledge set you free.

Above all, remember that this is a time for you. It’s a time to grow up, to find out who you
really are, and to be somewhat adventurous. You will have no real responsibilities other than to
learn, to find your real self, and to think about your future. And that is an amazing gift!

a TASK 18

1. enjoy studying 2. study friendly; concentration and comfort
3. set up a study routine 4. most pressing; much easier
5. a little bit at a time; due date

B TASK 19

1. A computer can also be a distraction if you are tempted to send instant messages,
update your social network, or send emails during study time.

It is necessary because it will help to rejuvenate your mind and allow for efficiency.
If you drag your heels you can only see work pile up.

You will be able to plan and prioritize assignments with a calendar.

You will have a sense of achievement when you see your list getting shorter with
more and more items crossed off.

U1 B W N
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UNIT 2 Curriculum (2)

SECTION g READING ALOUD

TASK 1

In this task, remind the students to put the tick upon the phonemic transcription rather

than the word.

O 1. assignment  /a'sammaont/ 2. blockade  /blp'kerd/
3. canopy /'’keenapy/ 4. deduction  /dr'dakfn/
5. extinguish /1ks'tmgwif/ 6. formidable /'fa:midabl/
7. gentleman  /'dzentlmoan/ 8. hermit /'h3:mit/
9. interested /'mtrastid/ 10. judicial /dzu:'difl/

SECTION 3 LISTENING & SPEAKING

PART A SHORT CONVERSATIONS

CONVERSATION 1

TASK 3

¢ 7 Rvan:

Alex:
Ryan:
Alex:
Ryan:
Alex:
Ryan:
Alex:
Ryan:
Alex:
Ryan:

Hey, Alex. I didn’t see you log on or post any messages to the online bulletin board
yesterday. What's up?

Ah, I pulled an all-nighter to cram for tomorrow’s midterm.
Really?

But I have a feeling I'm going to flunk it anyway.

Well, if you didn’t goof off so much, you'd probably ace the test.
What!?

You always pass the tests with flying colors, but I'm the one who's going to bomb it.
Oh.

I mean everyone knows you're a whiz at this stuff.
Yeah.

But you skip class at least twice a week. You must be spending too much time with
what’s-her-face.

Curriculum (2)



