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The Note at the Beginning

Yingzhou ( the Oceanic Islet) , the mysterious, beautiful home of
saints and fairies, made its way into my mind when I was a child. It is
one of the Ten Islands-later I knew that besides it, the nine islets were
respectively called Zu, Xuan, Yan, Chang, Yuan, Liu, Sheng, Fenglin,
and Juku, all of which make up an extensive mythological system of
the Chinese Nation, together with the Three Islets-Kunlun, Fangzhang
and Penglai, and the Five Mountains-Mt.Tai in Shandong, Mt. Hua in
Shanxi, Mt. Song in Henan, Mt. Heng in Shanxi and Mt. Heng in Hunan.

As I grew up, the Tang poems and other ancient literary works I read
further developed my knowledge that a great number of ancient people
had already tried to search for Yingzhou, for the sake of looking for the
cure-all medicine of fairy grass, meeting celestial beings face-to-face,
or just hunting for wonders. To our pity, nothing was found, and thereafter
Yingzhou became an even more mysterious place beyond human reach,
"surrounded by mist and distanced by water". Only Haikes (marine
wanderers) and their "fans" talked about it in their leisure.

No one knows who the primitive Haikes were. But it is in the period
of Qinshihuang (the First Emperor of China) that Haikes surely included
necromancers and migrants. A good example is Xufu, heading 3000
Qin's civilian boys and girls, who set off on a voyage, on a royal mission
of looking for fairy grass, but only ended up disappearing without a
trace. The number of Haikes increased afterwards. Those were merchants,
envoys and monks, most of whom returned to the places of origin, but
some of whom have never come back.

Nevertheless, no Haikes could find out or identify where Yingzhou
was.

Therefore, people could do nothing but turn to their imagination.
Yingzhou has been symbolized into a heavenly place beyond reach,
more so based on the extravagantly colorful description given by Dongfang
Shu, a literary prodigy living in the period of Hanwu Emperor. Since



e then, people have given it up and stopped looking for it any longer
and Yingzhou has become part of the talk and exclusion of sadness. Just
a few Haikes, of course, continued to seek it with their own illusion and
willingness.

Time flied to the mid-18th century when a great number of new Haikes
moved out of China in order to seek wealth, as the overseas Chinese
in the modern time. It is a shame that they had no knowledge of Yingzhou,
and even the "aesthetic mood" of Yingzhou-search, under the heavy
pressure of everyday life. So many years and generations have gone by,
the new Haikes didn't want to think of the whereabouts of this illusory
place. Nevertheless, this is understandable because they had no desire
of getting fairy grass or meeting celestial beings, and also no carefree
pursuit for wonders. What they were after was only gold and money.
By and by, "Huabu", i.e. Chinatowns were built wherever they happened
to be and became the places of their existence and development.
Chinatowns have been nurturing the overseas Chinese communities and
become the home of overseas Chinese.

It is undoubtedly amazing that Chinatown, once a dirty and shabby
part of the city, usually frowned upon and avoided by westerners, could
have actually experienced tremendous growth with vigor and vitality.
With efforts, determination and hard pioneer work of generations of
Chinese, Chinatowns are now thriving with prosperity. This development
of course has attracted the attention of their fo]k people at home and
the adrmmtxon of the westerners likewise. 4

Suddenly, an idea comes into my mind-is Chmatown a Ymgzhou‘? It
couldn't be discovered from generatlon to generation, but later it was
built in the world by overseas Chinese , and also built one by one,
although those bullders were not aware of what they dld has got a long-
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brilliant "Yingzhou" in the world of China towns,where, Mr. Zheng
Qixian, an elite of my ancestry home town and a poet, hopes me to write
a book entitled "Travel around the World for a History of Overseas
Chinese". It is absolutely uneasy for me to do so now! Maybe one day
when [ really travel around most of "Yingzhous" in the world, I wish
to write such a book. I'd better keep this name for the book!

Though [ am not a "professional Haike ", I have given my footmarks
to some "Yingzhous" . As a result, this book, " The Haike's Search
for Yingzhou" came out, in which, some poems appearing in 1st-7th
Sections have been published in my first poetry collection ," Yingming
Yousheng" ( New Star Press, Seoul, 2005). Now they are re-published
after a minor revision and collation. What I experienced in the east
America is recorded in the 8th Section of this book., which comes into
press for the first time. Besides the sections as above-mentioned, the
last section entitled "Caigen Poems" consists of what I have thought
about and explored with feelings of my life and work in the past, though
they are not subject to this kind of poems like "Yingzhou-search". All
the poems in this book are created with a poor handwriting. I would
appreciate it very much if any expert at home and abroad could do me
a favor and give my poems a good criticism and suggestions.

[ am very much indebted to Mr. M. C. Cheah, Managing Director of
Intelligentsia Book Station SDN.BHD., who published my book
"Galloping over the Millennium" years ago and now my another book
"The Haike's Search for Yingzhou". My acknowledgements to Prof.
Ling-chi Wang of UCB, the USA, who wrote a complimentary preface
for my book, and Ms. Hongbo Yang of Foreign Languages College,
Jinan University, who helped improve "The Note at the Beginning" in
English. Moreover, many friends in America and other places are looking
forward to the publication of this poetry collection. Hereby, I would like
to extend my deepest gratitude to my teachers, colleagues, students and

those who have supported me with care and enthusiasm.
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