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Foreword

Preserving the Memory of Our City and Safeguarding Our Spiritual Home

As a testimony to a city’s unique thinking and cultural values, the
conservation and development of cultural-historic streets epitomize
the development trajectory of the city. In order to boost the cultural
development of a city in an era when culture is greatly valued, the
original size, look, texture and lifestyle of its cultural-historic streets
should be maintained. Only in this way can the cultural-historic
heritage of the city be inherited, and then give a cultural impetus to its
social development. Therefore, cultural-historic streets of a city are of
great importance to city image presentation, cultural-historic education,
hometown sentiment cultivation, cultural identification, ecological
development, development of harmonious communities, etc. It has
occurred to more and more people that the cultural-historic streets are
by no means a burden but a stimulus to a city’s development.

However, we are confronted with such a reality that, in order
to leave an illustrious record in the urban development during its
tenure, the local government would usually take renovation of historic
districts and buildings as a new growth engine for economy in the
process of accelerated urbanization. That’s the challenge those historic
neighborhoods with a profound cultural heritage are facing. Some of
them are left in oblivion, while some others, like those that have been
relocated and taken over by travel agencies for boosting tourism, are
subject to overconsumption. For the latter ones, they have lost the spirit
which makes them unique, even though all the entities are kept exactly
the way they were. These are exactly the cases that should be avoided in
order to promote a healthy development for historic districts.

It is fair to say that the selection program of “Renowned Chinese
Cultural-Historic Streets” is a groundbreaking cultural activity against
the background of accelerated urbanization and severe challenges for
historic sites. Since its initiation in 2008, the program has, with its
continuous implementation and publicity, effectively attracted attention

from people from all walks of life to the conservation of historic streets,

Shan Jixiang

and made prominent the critical role of these historic places in the
protection of cultural heritage. Further, it has led to concrete efforts

in the conservation of historic neighborhoods and the upgrading of
protection of individual cultural relics to an integrated area, which have
evolved into a key aspect in urban development and cultural heritage
conservation.

In the wake of the four pervious successful programs, preparation
for the fifth program is underway. It is hoped that, through the program
of this year, the historic streets which are of the greatest value and are
in the most urgent need for protection will be unveiled on the basis of
transparency and fairness.

Looking back now, the five selection programs are all down-to-
earth work. The 50 historic streets selected through the programs are
undoubtedly valuable cultural resources with their well-preserved
traditional layout, overall style and profound cultural-historic heritage.

It is reassuring that these programs have made impressive
achievements. Thanks to them, many cities have intensified their
efforts to conserve historic streets by, among others, enacting laws and
regulations in this respect and improving the protective planning for
such areas to prevent them from being destroyed. Further, under the
guidance of the government, local people have become increasingly
enthusiastic about the protection of historic neighborhoods, to which
relevant experts have contributed many constructive ideas. The media
has also given continuous and wide coverage to the preservation of
historic streets, which has helped to raise the public awareness and
encourage more involvement from the local people.

Historic streets are a special cultural heritage because they are still
where the locals live their daily life. Therefore, the conservation of these
areas must be a long and dynamic process. Over the past five years,
this program has evolved into a highly influential cultural activity.

But granting the title and name plate of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-



Historic Streets” is not the end. How these historic sites, after being
granted the title “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Street,” will play
arole in the daily cultural life of the local people and contribute to the
local economic and social development is what we should keep paying
attention to in the future.

Although some new developments can be seen in the conservation
of cultural and historic streets in recent years, it still has a long way to go.
Governments in some areas have bypassed the historic neighborhoods and
concentrated on the construction of a new town so as to avoid demolishment
of these historic sites. However, if things go to extremes, this is inclined
to result in either a waste of land resources due to the falt that city image
projects such as grand squares and landscape avenues are built, or blind
replications of historic sites without reference to historic facts. Therefore,
the key to the conservation of cultural-historic sites is to balance the
relationship among different stakeholders based on a scientific concept and
to bring the development of such areas onto a healthy and sustainable track.
Furthermore, cultural-historic streets should not only be about protection
and salvation, but also about inheritance and development. Meanwhile, the
conservation of historic streets should benefit local people by maintaining
civilian residences, improving public facilities and ecological environment,
which will in turn improve people’s livelihood and increase the appeal of
these historic cities.

For the upcoming fifth volume of Renowned Chinese Cultural-
Historic Streets, we would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to those
who have made contribution to the cause. It is sincerely hoped that, with
the increasing attention and involvement from people from all walks of
life, the reccommendation and selection of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-
historic Streets” would play a bigger role in preserving the memory of
our city and safeguarding our spiritual home.

(Shan Jixiang: Party member of the Ministry of Culture; President

of the Palace Museum)
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Since 2008, the selection program of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-
Historic Streets” has been held for four successive years, through which
40 renowned cultural-historic streets have been selected. The names
of the streets were released in various ways, which have produced an
enormous impact. Currently “The Fifth Expert Seminar of Renowned
Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets” has just been held. The seminar has
selected 15 streets for the shortlist, among which ten streets will be
finally decided through public voting as “Renowned Chinese Cultural-
Historic Streets.”

St. Lazarus Quarter of Macau SAR is the first street selected from
Hong Kong and Macau SAR. This time there are 65 famous streets that

have filed an application to the program. Many of the streets are from

small counties. The streets keep a low profile, but have a high degree of
historic and cultural value, authenticity and integrity, which makes the
experts feel relieved. The good conservation of a new group of historic
and cultural heritages means that the last four “Renowned Chinese
Cultural-Historic Streets” programs have made certain achievements.

Many well-preserved streets have been universally acknowledged,
and the selection criteria have reached consensus. The conservation
and development of cultural and historic streets is the cultural and
historic cities’ key conservation area with different parties involved
in and various benefits intertwined. The conservation of historic and
cultural streets should be deepened in theory and in practice. Tracing
back to the origin of the historic and cultural streets and reviewing
an international bill and several recommendations will certainly give
some enlightenment on deepening the conservation spirit to display two
different historic streets.

The creation of The Venice Charter for the Conservation and
Restoration of Monuments and Sites, hereinafter referred to as The
Venice Charter, is the second conference resolution reached by the
Second International Congress of Architects and Technicians of
Historic Monuments (ICOM) on May 31st, 1964. The Venice Charter
mainly includes the following two aspects: first, the concept of a historic
monument and the conservation of the historic setting, and secondly,
the conservation and restoration of the historic monuments. The Venice
Charter makes clear the purpose from the very beginning that “Imbued
with a message from the past, the historic monuments of generations
of people remain to the present day as living witnesses of their age-
old traditions. People are becoming more and more conscious of the
unity of human values and regard ancient monuments as a common
heritage. The common responsibility to safeguard them for future
generations is recognized. It is our duty to hand them on in the full
richness of their authenticity.” There are 16 provisions in The Venice
Charter. The first gives the definition for a historic monument, which
“embraces not only the single architectural work but also the urban or

rural setting in which is found the evidence of a particular civilization,



a significant development or a historic event.” The sixth provision brings
up that the conservation of a monument implies preserving a setting
which allows no construction, demolition and modification. The 14th
provision is about “historic sites,” which brings forward that “The sites of
monuments must be the object of special care in order to safeguard their
integrity and ensure they are cleared and presented in a seemly manner.”
Through the above information and references, it is not difficult to see
The Venice Charter has made a clear explanation about the meaning, the
importance as well as the content of preserving historic monuments and
its historic settings.

The full name of The Nairobi Recommendations is Recommendations
Concerning the Safeguarding and Contemporary Role of Historic
Areas which was passed at the 19th session of UNESCO’s General
Conference in Nairobi on November 26th 1976. Although The Nairobi
Recommendations is 12 years later than The Venice Charter, it has made
a huge step forward in protecting human being’s historic and cultural
heritage. The Nairobi Recommendations has brought up the importance
and urgency of protecting the historic sites to a historically high level.
The Nairobi Recommendations made it clear at the very beginning:

“Considering that historic areas are part of the daily environment
of human beings everywhere, that they represent the living presence
of the past which formed them, that they provide the variety in life’s
background needed to match the diversity of society, and that by so
doing they gain in value and acquire an additional human dimension,

Considering that historic areas afford down the ages the most
tangible evidence of the wealth and diversity of cultural, religious and
social activities and that their safeguarding and their integration into
the life of contemporary society is a basic factor in town-planning and
land development,

Considering that in face of the dangers of stereotyping and
depersonalization, this living evidence of days gone by is of vital
importance for humanity and for nations who find in it both the
expression of their way of life and one of the corner-stones of their

identity,

Noting that throughout the world, under the pretext of expansion
or modernization, demolition ignorant of what it is demolishing and
irrational and inappropriate reconstruction work iscausing serious
damage to this historic heritage,

Considering that historic areas are an immovable heritage whose
destruction may often lead to social disturbance, even where it does not
lead to economic loss,

Considering that this situation entails responsibilities for every
citizen and lays on public authorities obligations which they alone are
capable of fulfilling,

Considering that in order to save these irreplaceable assets
from the dangers of deterioration or even total destruction to which
they are thus exposed, it is for each State to adopt, as a matter of
urgency, comprehensive and energetic policies for the conservation
and revitalization of historic areas and their surroundings as part of
national, regional or local planning,

Noting the absence in many cases of a legislation effective
and flexible enough concerning the architectural heritage and its
interconnection with town-planning, territorial, regional or local
planning,” therefore, The Nairobi Recommendations was passed on
November 26th, 1976.

The references have made a vivid, detailed and profound description
about the existing damage done to the historic and cultural heritage
and has thoroughly exposed the current false theories. It has stated
how important and urgent it is to strengthen the preservation and
the salvation of the historic and cultural heritage. It has cut into the
present-day malpractices and vigorously promoted the international
community’s enthusiasm in preserving the historic and cultural
heritage. ‘

In terms of object of conservation, The Nairobi Recommendations
points out that historic areas are “varied in nature,” including “prehistoric
sites, historic towns, old urban quarters, villages and hamlets as well as
homogeneous monumental groups.” The general settings of these historic

or traditional architectural groups have become the “historic site” that



requires safeguarding. Both static and dynamic safeguarding measures
are adopted in order to keep the historic and cultural areas full of
vitality and in sustainable use. Moreover, The Nairobi Recommendations
has also brought up a great deal of advice for administrative measures,
international cooperation, etc.

The Venice Charter and The Nairobi Recommendations were brought
up in the 1960s and 1970s, which soon extended its influence to the
whole world. Japan had carried out a series of preservation activities
for historic and cultural streets from the late 1970s to the early 1980s.

A group of characteristic “historic quarters” were formed around
Japan under the guidance of the government and with cooperative
effort from local and civil communities. In the late 1970s and early
1980s, taking the renovation of Liulichang (a famous district in down-
town Beijing) as an opportunity, various regions across China began

to explore the renovation of such kinds of historic areas while building
business streets. Some governments did large-scale reconstruction, and
changed authentic ones to mimic ones, while some governments focused
on preservation and renovation, just improving the infrastructure to
keep the original look of the streets, such as Tunxi Ancient Street in
Huangshan, Anhui.

In 1986, the State Council has pointed out after the list of the
second group of famous “National Historic and Cultural Cities” was
released that “Streets, building groups, towns, villages, etc. which have
a concentration of historic monuments, or which can fully display
traditional features of a historic period or ethnic and regional features
should be preserved and should be announced as ‘conservation
districts of historic sites’ at different levels. Based on the practices of
cultural relics conservation units, the ‘conservation districts of historic
sites” could focus on preserving the overall scenes.” This instruction
has summarized the objects of conservation and the conservation
requirements brought up by the The Venice Charter and The Nairobi
Recommendations. Later, given the national conditions, the “conservation
districts of historic sites” are subdivided into “historic streets,” “historic

and cultural towns,” and “historic and cultural villages,” which have

constituted our country’s conservation system of historic cities.

Historic districts, especially the area of historic or traditional
building groups as mentioned in The Nairobi Recommendations, belong
to salvage projects in the conservation of historic and cultural cities. It
is required that historic and cultural cities should have at least two or
more “historic quarters” of some scale. The conservation should adhere
to the three principles of being “historically authentic, intact in styles
and continuous in living.” In practice, the conservation of “historic
streets” has taken a large proportion of the work in preserving historic
and cultural cities. On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the
conservation of historic and cultural cities, eight historic and cultural
cities were publically criticized and required to make corrections within
a time limit during the inspection of the conservation of historic and
cultural cities. The problem for these eight cities mainly lies in the severe
damage of the historic and cultural streets.

It can be said that the historic and cultural streets is the key and
difficult points of the conservation of historic and cultural cities.

Take Beijing for example, the preservation planning of Beijing’s 25
“conservation districts of historic sites” in 2000 has displayed the
features of these two types’ historic sites, which have been inclusive

of each other. The surroundings of Jingshan Park have prioritized the
overall environment of the historic monuments, including Beihai Bridge
(“North Sea Bridge”), Guozijian Street (“Street of the Imperial College”),
Shicha Lake, the Bell Tower and Drum Tower, the Legation Street etc.
The five “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets” programs

have selected Guozijian Street in Beijing, Shantang Street in Suzhou,
Badaguan Street (“Eight Great Passes Street”) in Qingdao, former
residences of celebrities in Xiaoyushan historic district, Qingming
Bridge and Huishan Old Street in Wuxi, Jiangsu, Duolun Road in
Shanghai, Three Lanes and Seven Alleys in Fuzhou, Fujian, etc. The
conservation of the two types of historic streets has focused on different
aspects. Only through deepening the spirit of conservation could the
features of the historic streets be displayed.

The object of conservation and the cultural connotation of historic



and cultural streets differ a lot from those of streets the main body of
which is historic and traditional building groups. The difficulty and
key points of conservation for these two types of streets also differ. The
differences lie in the following three aspects:

1. Historic monument occupies an important position and
constitutes the main body of historic cities, such as palaces, ancient
government offices, temples, towers, buildings, bridges, etc. These
monuments form beautiful sceneries with mountains and rivers in terms
of layout, which usually becomes the landmark of cities. Therefore,
these sites will often be selected as places of historic interest and key
cultural relics under conservation. The conservation and renovation of
Beihai Bridge is one of the successful cases. This case has both solved the
traffic problem and protected the integrity of the cultural relics of the
three seas (North Sea, South Sea and Central Sea), which has become
the role model for district conservation of this type. Unfortunately, the
original white marble bridge railings haven’t been restored yet. Another
successful example is the conservation of Guozijian Street. The Beijing
Guozijian (Imperial College) and the Temple of Confucius are located
in this street. These two historic relics as well as its historic context
have formed Chengxian Street (“Becoming Saint Street”), including
four memorial archways and stone tablets. These historic monuments
have integrated with the surrounding buildings along the streets,
which has displayed rich cultural deposits and features both in form
and in content. However, the conservation work hasn’t fully explored
the cultural connotation of this district. A new block was built to the
south of the central street, which has disrupted the traditional scene.
Therefore, it’s not difficult to see that the features of old cities could be
more influenced by the conservation situation of this street type than by
that of common streets.

2. Whether the conservation of historic and cultural streets works
or not depends on the government’s scientific, democratic and legal
decisions. The Tiananmen Square (“Square of Gate of Heavenly Peace”)
is the front courtyard of Beijing’s Imperial Palace, which is the most

important historic site for the ancient capital. In 1959, on the occasion

of the 10th anniversary of the PRC’s founding, the renovation project

of the Tiananmen Square was a huge success and brought a successful
functional transformation. Following the conservation, heritage and
development principle, today’s Tiananmen Square has retained its
traditional style, historic features and also represented the spirit of the
time. The success of this renovation project comes from the joint efforts
made by the central leadership group, local authorities, numerous
architects and the general public, as well as open and fair design
competitions. On the contrary, the later site selection planning for the
National Grand Theater has gone against this scientific decision and
caused serious damage. First, the construction concept for the National
Grand Theater is wrong, for it just aimed for image without giving
consideration to the important historic context of the imperial city.
Secondly, the construction of the National Grand Theater did not strictly
follow the Law of the PRC Governing Cultural Relics. Thirdly, the general
public and the experts were not motivated to justify the planning in an
open and sufficient way. The construction process had been dominated
by government instructions. Therefore, today whether walking along the
Changan Avenue or overlooking the Imperial Palace or the imperial city
from Wanchun Pavilion (“Everlasting Spring Pavilion”), you will find
the National Grand Theater’s super-large scale and unique image doesn’t
fit into the historic features of the ancient city as well as the magnificence
and harmony of the Central Axis of Beijing at all. Currently, the Central
Axis of Beijing is applying for recognition as World Heritage, and I

am concerned that the site selection of the National Grand Theater
might be an impediment to a successful application. Architecture

is environmental art. Ancient and modern famous architecture is
endowed with both restrictions and opportunities by time and space, so
successful architecture solely depends on the architect’s accomplishment
and capability. The Eiffel Tower, a proud symbol of Paris, is successful
because it is located at the turning of the Seine, which has left enough
cushion space with Paris axis parallel to the Seine. The enhancement of
each other has contributed to today’s appealing view. The unique feature

of the Sydney Opera House relies on its site selection. Located at a port,



the Sydney Opera House has contrasted finely with the sea and the iron

bridge, thus forming an amazing “setting sail” scene. The Sydney Opera
House came from architect Jorn Utzon’s inspiration, which could not do
without judge Eero Saarinen’s scouting talent.

3. Historic and cultural streets should pass on cultural connotations
and become the carrier of cultural heritage.

Being carriers of cultural heritage, the above-mentioned Guozijian
Street, Shantang Street, and former residences of celebrities in
Xiaoyushan historic district, etc. have displayed their rich cultural
background. How to turn the potentials of these historic streets into
development motivation is one of the key questions. Take Shantang
Street for example, after being selected as “Renowned Chinese Cultural-
Historic Streets,” Shantang Street has taken comprehensive measures
to renovate Hu Hilllock while improving the environment for the
cultural relic and deepening its cultural connotation. This case should
be learnt as an example. Former residences of celebrities in the Three
Lanes and Seven Alleys in Fuzhou are being renovated and its cultural
connotations are being further explored, and in the meantime a proposal
for management system renovations for cultural relic conservation is
under consideration.

Putting new wine into old bottles is another way to conserve the
historic streets. New fashion elements have been channeled into the
traditional environment. Shanghai Xintiandi (“New Heaven and Earth”)
has taken the lead, and various regions followed suit. However, Shanghai
Xintiandi is not a “historic street” in a strict sense. Huishan Old Street
in Wuxi has renovated a group of ancestral halls which is frequented by
literati to literary salons, clubs and other places for relaxation. The same
measures have been taken by Pingjiang District of Suzhou. Moreover,
the conservation, renovation and development of some birth places
for intangible cultural heritages, for example, Taohuawu area (“Peach
Blossom Cove”) in Suzhou and Yangliuqing area (“Green Poplar and
Willow”) in Tianjin are worthy of study. The development of tourism
is usually resorted to while managing such kinds of “historic streets.”

The conservation plan and the tourism plan are formulated at the

same time, which leaves people the impression that the conservation
aim is to develop tourism. This is putting the incidental before the
fundamental. It should be made clear that the aim of conservation is
to achieve sustainable development for the historic streets. Tourism
is just one of the means for development. As for tourism, two points
need to be highlighted. First, the “degree of tourism development”
should be probably handled. Tourism should not be done too much
to overshadow the aim of conservation. The cultural relics, street life,
cultural environment and residents’ life should not be disrupted while
developing tourism. Secondly, the development of tourism should “follow
the principles,” which requires that the environmental quality of historic
streets, including the traditional layouts, historic scenes and spatial
scales, should be preserved.

(Zhu Zixuan: Member of Committee of Experts on Protection of
Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Cities; Professor of School of

Architecture, Tsinghua University)



