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FOREWORD 1

IF we were to select one twentieth-century Chinese painter
whose personal life, artistic career, thoughts on art, and influence
seemed to sum up the main artistic current of this turbulent period,
that artist would surely be Li Keran.

For his life spanned all but the first and last decades of the
century. He began as a struggling traditionalist, came under the
powerful influence of Western art while still in his twentie’s, was
enormously stimulated in his return to guohua by the example of
Qi Baishi and Huang Binhong. endured after 1949 intermittent
crippling political pressure, finally in his last years evolving, from
his rich experience, and through the sheer force of his creative
energy, a style of landscape painting that has had a strong impact
both on his contemporaries and on the next generation.

At the same time, Li Keran’s thinking about the reform of
guohua, his artistic theory and his gift
or integrating in his art elements as different as the aesthetics of
Han and Six Dynasties stone inscriptions and the compositional
orms and chiaroscuro of Rembrandt, combined with a personality
of great warmth, humour, courage and integrity,——all this

so lucid and logical

presents a great challenge to his biographer.

When Dr. Wan Qingli honoured me with his invitation to
write a few words as a preface to this book, I was happy to accept
because it was clear from Dr. Wan's own writings that he was a
sound scholar, particularly in the field of modern Chinese art, and
that he knew Li Keran intimately, both as his student and as a
riend. Moreover, Dr. Wan understands well Li Keran’s thought on
art, the successive stages in the development of his style and the
reasons for them, his suffering under a stifling cultural
bureaucracy, and the crucial part he has played in the history of
recent Chinese landscape painting. It is an inspiring story, and Dr.
Wan's book is fully worthy of its subject.

Michael Sullivan Professor of Oxford University
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