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Listen to the following passage. Altogether the passage will be read to you four

times. During the first reading , which will be done at normal speed , listen and try to
understand the meaning. For the second and third readings , the passage will be read
sentence by sentence, or phrase by phrase, with intervals of 15 seconds. The last
reading will be done at normal speed again and during this time you should check your

work. You will then be given 2 minutes to check through your work once more.
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@ TEST 1

British Humor

Jokes that make one country laugh out loud are likely to leave another nation
confused and silent. / But humor can also be very revealing, if not always funny. /
After all jokes are often just another way of expressing anxieties, fears and even
prejudices. / In Britain, / if you are successful or powerful, you will probably become
the subject of a joke in a popular magazine. / This magazine has been poking fun at the
great and the good in British life for the last 35 years, / and its victims admit to reading
it and laughing with it. / One of the most enduring types of humor is satire. / This is
the art of making fun of people in positions of power—politicians, celebrities and even
royalty. / Satire is usually done by people who understand what is going on, / who have
links to people who are doing things. / That is the whole point of it.
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@ TEST 2

The Medicine-man

Among the Indians of North America, the medicine-man was a very important
person. / He played a crucial role in the society. / He could not only cure illnesses but
also speak to the spirits. / The spirits were the super-natural forces that controlled the
world. / The Indians believed that bad spirits made people ill. / So when people were
ill, the medicine-man tried to help them by using magic. / He spoke to the good spirits
and asked for their help. / Many people were cured because they thought that these
spirits were helping them. / But rather, these people cured themselves. / Sometimes
your mind is the best doctor for you. / The medicine-men were often successful for
another reason, too. / They knew about plants that really can cure illnesses. / A lot of
modern medicines are made from plants that were used by medicine-men hundreds of
years ago. /
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@ TEST 3

Using the Library

You look for a book in one of two ways: /either you’ll know the author and title of
the book, / or else you'll want a book on a particular subject. / Let’s start with what to
do if you know the author’s name and the title of the book. / The first thing is to look
up the author’s name in the Author Catalogue. / If you can find a card for the book, /
you should then write down three things: / the author, the title and the class number. /
Now find the class number on the library shelves. / There are notices on the bookcases
called shelf guides. / If you find the book on the shelf, / and you want to borrow it,

take it to the Issue Desk. / You should ask the librarian to reserve it for you.
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