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Syria Issue Likely to Come Up During
Obama’s Mideast Trip

C] News Background
MEE=

SRKESEERONF BV FERMHIER « MIFREEZFHRRN
TP REEBITBUERME 2013 FERZN TS, BUSHENAEBEINEZ
BHA%ES. NEVHRAAMEREFTEEALEEENNRE TR,
FTzRRETOEN, ZkEOLXE . REMEREPROBIEEETHRTRE,
XiHEHUFBAT —HRERS, EPAD L EHBBE th 7 LT, BUAR
RAOFELTEXRBTES. BR.XGELEFRT LROFIBLS0EEASN
T SRERBURATFHR F—HWBRAR.

News Transcript
OsmEx

@D With President Assad's forces still
controlling Syrian air space, rebels want the

United States to give them the weapons
they say they need to finish the fight.

Israel is also concerned about arming
Syrian rebels.

Although Syria, under Bashar al-Assad,
has been an ally of Iran and of Hezbollah in

Lebanon, the Israeli-Syrian border has been calm for years.

“There is concern in Israel, for example, that sending arms to the Syrian
opposition will be equipping groups that could some day use them against Israel. @
There is concern that if the Iranian-Syrian-Hezbollah axis is broken, Iran will feel
more endangered, more threatened, and could, in fact, be more inclined to push its
nuclear program more quickly toward a nuclear-weapons capability.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu does not believe US-led sanctions
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will end Iran’s nuclear threat. And Washington appears to have no leverage over
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, says Johns Hopkins University professor Ruth
Wedgwood.

“Some of this may be Ahmadinejad trying to enhance his own national stature
because he's not as well-liked as before within Iran. But it's not a time when the US
appears to have any influence. ”

Josh Earnest, a White House spokesman, says President Obama understands
Israel’s concerns.

“®@lsrael’s neighborhood, if you will, is undergoing a pretty severe transition,
and there's crisis, and it's important for the people of Israel to understand that the
American people stand with them in that time of crisis and that we're going to be
there to protect them and work with them to ensure their security.”

As for arming the Syrian rebels, Secretary of State John Kerry has said the US
will now provide direct assistance to the fighters, but no weapons.

@ Listening Comprehension

' IR AR
1. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu does not believe will end
Iran's nuclear threat. And Washington appears to over President

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, says Johns Hopkins University professor Ruth
Wedgwood.
2. Which Chinese proverb below comes to your mind about politics after listening?
A. Better to reign in hell than serve in Heaven.
B. Much cry and little wool.
C. After the cunning hare is killed, the hound is boiled.
D. Give a dog a bad name and hang him.
3. Who in the news is genuinely praying for a clean end in Syria?
A. Secretary of State John Kerry
B. President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
C. lIsrael’s neighbor
D. No information

Answer: US-led sanctions; have no leverage; B; D

A x@ia=n
rebel n. HiE arm v. RE
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ally n. BR,.%8E axis n. ﬁa,mlb@
inclined adj. fi@F------ # capability n. # &
sanction n. H& leverage n. & h
stature n. F8 undergo v. 2%
ensure v. fRif security n. &%

assistance n. #EBh, #E)
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mListening
a7l ]
1. CHN With President Assad's forces still controlling Syrian air space, rebels

want the United States to give them the weapons they say they need to finish the

fight.
\

ERAERXGERERRLD, BRINETHNERPENXEE. B
Syrian air space, rebels, weapons, fight 21530, B4 X EFERI Y
AAREHFTESBRSHX, INBMNERENFEE TN, 98
£917E with 3| SHREBENEG, NN EFEFEE S HI, TAITH
HEFEIE, AENEIBRBEN rebelsURE).

2. There is concern that if the Iranian-Syrian-Hezbollah axis is broken, Iran
will feel more endangered, more threatened, and could, in fact, be more

inclined to push its nuclear program more quickly toward a nuclear-weapons
capability.
A

A& there be A B, REFFFAE XFPRS  XHERMN AR H EEFRA
BRIV AEIARE. B, BRINERNESZEENE could, in fact, be
more inclined to. . . , G Y in fact 2 NIE, BB S REZEIBRIEN 1
sk {T42R. T could be more inclined to 5T E & will feel more. .. 3
3|, &R P SEAE M Iran, HBAP AT LEBHR A,

3. Israel’s neighborhood, if you will, is undergoing a pretty severe transition,
and there's crisis, and it's important for the people of Israel to understand that
the American people stand with them in that time of crisis and that we're going to

be there to protect them and work with them to ensure their security.
A

A, $&Z A TE if you will & FBAE KSR, REF BH I & EFHh IR,
X E# if you will 2 HEREMETHEH Israel's neighborhood, 35112 REEE
E L 4REMIE, 3 neighborhood BFPFE 1% 8E. Lo, crisis —E#E E i, 33
B 7 XERE B B B AL . SRITE B severe transition #8IFAY7 ,
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Lawyers of the World Expresses lts
Deep Concern on Somali Pirates’ Rights

Q News Background
mEES

ERDEBEEMNBERBN RS EEEAREANWERI TERER
F, AR RECROEEBEHAQERER B OXEBEWHSE RN AN
S22/ IE & H ARF .

RO EF 191 FRREBSHE SR IEEENEE. EEFRESSESR A%
M FER,2000 FRLBHITERAEBERFTEG 2148, F0F 47 R
W, SERBHEFNHN—F L, 2008 £ 10 B UK, BN FERIKH EM
MRS ERENT TEEEITHEE. AN RS EERNEELKIAFERER
FEEARBIATSEAHEEE. AMREEHRFANFTH A, KBNEESS
EIZEZBTHNERIBXRDERBEBREAFHAESRIIHITHEHOHL.

News Transcript
P

(A Paris-based legal aid network— = - -
Lawyers of the World—says agreements : .
signed by the United States, Britain, the
European Union, and Denmark to transfer
suspected Somali piraies to Kenya for trial
violate the human rights of the suspects
The legal group is representing more than
40 detainees captured by European navies
off the coast of Somalia and handed over to Kenya for prosecution. )

Lawyers of the World representative Avi Singh tells VOA his organization has
written to the United Nations, the European Union, and to Kenya's foreign ministry,
expressing deep concern that more than 100 suspected pirates awaiting trial in
Kenya are being denied basic human rights and the right to a fair trial.




“Under Kenyan domestic law, there is no entitlement to legal aid for anybody
who is not accused of a capital offense. So they have no opportunity to have a
lawyer. They have no opportunity to review the evidence against it. (DAt no point is
there any independent adjudication of whether these people are actually pirates,
have actually committed a crime or not. So, basically, you have ship-catching to
conviction. ”

In Kenya, convicted pirates can face life in prison. @ The east African nation
became a venue for piracy trials after a surge in ship hijackings off the coast of
Somalia stiffened international resolve to prosecute suspects caught at sea.

(®Under agreements signed in the past year with the United States, Britain,
the European Union, and most recently with Denmark, Kenyan courts are
responsible for trying suspected pirates apprehended anywhere in the region by
foreign navies. In return, Kenya is said to be receiving funding and support to reform
its much-criticized judicial system.

a, Listening Comprehension
@ rhme

1. A Paris-based legal aid network, , says agreements signed by the
United States, Britain, the European Union, and Denmark to transfer
Somali pirates to Kenya for trial violate the human rights of the suspects.
2. What did the Lawyers of the World representative, Avi Singh say?
A. He told the VOA to write to the United Nations, and the European Union.
B. He claimed that the suspected pirates awaiting trial was treated terribly.
C. People who was accused of a capital offense would be keep away from a fair
trial.
D. All men are created equal but the pirates.
3. Which country did not sign an agreement with Kenyan?
A. Canada
B. America
C. Great Britain
D. Bolivia

Answer: Lawyers of the World; suspected; B; A

RES HES:
pirate n. ¥, iR detainee n. FRHREIL, WiHH
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prosecution n. #if, 3 representative n. K3, KL R
entitlement n. #XF| hijacking n. #¥#,&H
JTransIatlon
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(BBRECRNWEAREDALHRFIRR, XE . RE. KEOARES
H—TRRDTEBLERBEALBIBEREIFNMUER T AR, XNEEA
LRATHTSEERRIANREBEA, XEAERD BBEHERONBERM,
HEBZABERIEZIHA.)

“HREHANANRRFRLN VOA LE R IEELBEREE. KRB
RERENZE, RETHIN —EZEEEREFHIFNBENRYXE,
A8 X LB BRI T T B RN ARFO R R IE & H HRH

“BRERTLHERAE, ABRARENARZHNFIREG L EED
8, MR AN BRI R, IR AENSFERLRFMEINMERE. O
ATFXEUARTENRBE REANILT . WA EGRIRLHIR, AL E
bR EMEIXEANNRBNREERERT.”

EERT. BEFNBEITRAMLTLE. QB TRIEBEHHIFMA
NEHBAR LT XEBERTRIE T RIFXEEE T MENHREA LR,
BRI XM FRIEER BB A AT HBHEHAMT .

QOEBLFXE XE KRBNRSAEMANAZESBHNINN BRI AR
ARFAEFRFBXEM AT EIEBEMRAOBEREA. (FABR, B
TREENZEEZRTFNTERGHTRENR SIS,

@) Listening
Y IR R
1, At no point is there any independent adjudication of whether these people
are actually pirates, have actually committed a crime or not.

\

AOERATAEER, XRERARTEEEXNNEE . EEMEGE
Z=E3E, iy at no point RRBES X FINFAHATRENER. E€FA
hEEF/NCEEGR, RABEEFT TERNTH.

2. The east African nation became a venue for piracy trials after a surge in
ship hijackings off the coast of Somalia stiffened international resolve to
prosecute suspects caught at sea.




