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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the
cultural crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and
cultural cities in successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 10 historic cultural towns for the first time; now
a great number of towns are enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the
protection of historic towns to a new high, and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting
heritages.Just as famous cities, famous historic towns are also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and
artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and nationalities. Quite a few famous towns have
fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features, which are indeed precious.Our
country has a vast territory and a great many cities and towns, and the protection and rational development of historic
and cultural towns are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing of this Series
Picture Albums of China's Famous Historic and Cultural Towns is that we would like, through introducing the
historical and cultural essence of these famous towns and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional

culture, to intensify the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous towns.

Ruan Yisan
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A Master Plan Map of the Historic Town
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THE FAMOUS TOWN OF XITANG

Located in the hinterland of the Yangtze River Delta, Xitang is under the administrative jurisdiction of Jiashan County,

Zhejiang Province; thanks to its unique water-land style and features, it was included in the Preparatory List of China's

World Cultural Heritages in 2001, and was denominated as one of the first-batch China's famous historical and cultural

towns in 2003

Xitang was called Xutang in ancient times. In the Spring and Autumn period, Kingdom Wu sent an expedition against

Kingdom Yue, and Wu Zixu the famous minister sent troops to dig a canal here, hence the name or the alternate name of Wu

Zixu Embankment, which has a history of over 2500 years. Xitang was further developed in the Yuan Dynasty, with lots of

houses built along the river; because
the river, so it was then called
officially into a town in the Ming
Being a famous water-land ancient
Xitang has crisscross waterways
from east to west is called the
longitudinal main river flowing from
and they both form the T-Letter

the marketplace was formed due to
"Xietang". And it was established
Dynasty.

town south of the Yangtze River,
inside it; the main river traversing
Yangxiujing River. while the
north to south is called the Shi River,

Rivers, with the rivers of
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Shaoxianggang, Sanlitang , Liuxiegang . Shiligang, Laifenggang , Wujingtang and so on threading their way between and
connecting with the T-Letter Rivers to form a dense waterway communication network, which, in the years with the boats
being used as the main communication means, was convenient for the marketplace town's economic development and
interpersonal association.

Xitang has lots of long streets and narrow lanes, as well as ancient civil residences of elegant simplicity. When it is raining,
the long sheltered passageways enable people to go all around the town without wetting their feet; while it's shining, the
short stone-skin paved lanes make one feel their primitive simplicity and seclusion. With regard to the old houses, the
Chongji Hall keeps its gracefulness in its being simple and crude, while the Zunwen Hall, though built with deluxe carved
wooden girders, has no arrogance in its wealthy grandeur.

Though small in size, the ancient town has quite a few historical sites and scenic spots. The Temple of the God of Mount Tai,
first built in the Song Dynasty, is still of its ancient style and features, the Seventh Lord in the Seventh Lord Temple, first
built in the Ming Dynasty, is still kept in people's esteem; the Eight Views of West Garden renovated after the Ming Dynasty
West Garden style are of nature-excelling wonderful craftsmanship and fully demonstrate the glorious charm of the gardens
south of the Yangtze River with their delicacy and fineness

Xitang is a gathering place of talented people: the Yuan Dynasty arts and crafts master Yang Mao and the late-Yuan and
early-Ming arts and crafts master Zhang Cheng manufactured their excellent-without-compare lacquer-ware; and Zhou Ding
the Ming Dynasty poet left behind his poems to praise beautiful Xitang: "Morning sun over the shining rivers, gracefully
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moving are the traders' boats." "Ancient pagoda erects along the limpid stream,
and pedestrians are appreciating around it". The kunqu opera Yuchengzou
Troupe has sung out the World Oral Nonmaterial Cultural Heritage, while the
umbrella flag, lake boat, clamshell and other folk dances are celebrating their
homeland's good weather for the crops

A rich place in the water-land south of the Yangtze River, Xitang is abundant
in products: the Fenhu Lake crabs compare favorably with the fresh-water
crabs of the Jiangsu's Yangcheng Lake hairy crabs; wonton duck in casserole

uniquely prepared in this town leads one to aftertastes; there are also special

local products such as Bai cakes, Sanbai wine, smoked green beans, Wuxiang beans, Xitang pyramid dumplings, green rice

dumplings, No. One Scholar pastry, Bazhen cake...too numerous to mention one by one, which are all good gifts to be

presented to relatives and friends

Over recent years, the Town Government has done a great deal of fruitful work to protect the cultural heritages of the

ancient town; and under the prerequisite of ensuring the original truthfulness, they've launched a large-scale environmental

comprehensive improvement and ancient building renovation and repair work, thus to effectively promote the protection

and continuation of the ancient town's features and style as well as its history cultural reins.
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W The veranda shelter.
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THE TAWAN STREET
Located on the main passageway from the ancient town to the Seventh Lord
Temple, it originally had a temple by the name of Wild Goose Pagoda
Buddhist Monastery, so it was also named Wild Goose Bend. The most part of
the whole street is covered with veranda shelter in a unique appearance, and

there are quite a few ancient-mansion civil residences there.

Wi The Tawan Street.
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The morning over river band
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The whirling shadowy lanterns
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An old-style cooking range.

£ Anold-style room.
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HUANXIU BRIDGE
Sited on the Pagoda Bend Street, it was first built in the ninth year of the Wanli

period in the Ming Dynasty (1581); originally it was a three-arch bridge, and was
the No. One high bridge at Xitang of the time, so the ancient people had the saying
that "What a good three-arch bridge, how magnificent it is for the two townships",
Jfrom which one can see the splendid appearance of the bridge. The nowadays

bridge was reconstructed in 1997.
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HFEHF  Huanxiu Bridge.



