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Reading

Text A One Writer’s Beginnings
Text B Prison Studies

Overvicw

Do you have a love of reading? How did it develop? For a love of books and
reading can spring from many sources. For those children lucky enough to be
raised in a family where they are surrounded by books, a lifelong habit can
start young. Our first text recalls just such an upbringing, one that laid the be-
ginnings of not only a love of reading but also an outstanding career as a
writer. For some a love of reading takes hold later in life and sometimes in
circumstances that at first sight seem far from favourable. This is illustrated in
our second text. It tells the tale of someone put off books and learning at an
early age only to develop a mastery of language and love of reading later in
life when he found himself in prison.

.2. Unit1 Love of Reading

o
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Part 1 Listening Task

LISTENING PRACTICE

Listen to a talk about reading and see if you echo the views expressed.

The following words in the recording may be new to you:
cocoa n. T¥Hy, T (F) lemonade n. #7AEK

ffer Lisiening

Complete the following statements according to what you have heard.

1. The speaker naturally developed a love for reading because she grew up in a family where

everyone loved books so she saw and was
as well.
2. The speaker’s love for reading was almost killed in high school because she had to read books
that

3. According to the speaker, it is more advantageous for her children to learn from books than to

. This is because reading enables them to learn to

, take all the information they’ve gathered into account, and then

4. The speaker and her family visit their local library at least twice a week and the boys usually

come in with long wish lists of , and educational

videos they want to check out.

Unit 1 Love of Reading



Part II

Text A

Reading Task

What attitudes did your family have toward reading when you were a child? Did books surround you?

Which books did your parents or other relatives read to you or suggest that you read? How did you

feel about books as a child growing up? Read on to see if your experiences in any way match those of

the author.

Wew Words and Lxpressions

(BEARRT “—RER"(HEK) B
WiL: REXRBRMART “BHEE
K7(ARR WAL REFKRMA
=T “ESEX” #RC; aH
kR BHNIRID)

rocker /‘roka/ n. rocking-chair 4&#r

tick /tik/ vi. make light, regularly re-
peated sound & i i#i & 7
vt. put a small mark against (names,
figures, etc.) to show that sth. is
correct f£+- E4T4)
n. MEE; L5, HHHS

rhythm /'ridam/ n. regular successions
of weak and strong stresses, accents,
sounds of movements (in speech,
music, dancing, etc.) GGit#E. F&K.
#IHEN) T A, ¥E

in rhythm # % %3

cricket 4 /'krikit/ n. 385, K (G&E
)

give sb. no peace keep disturbing
sb. it RARF&T

churn /t{3:n/ v. beat and shake (cream)
in a tub; make (butter) in this way;
(esp. of liquids, stomach) move with
agitation #H (FUAS); BHILAE
H (), B () RELR

sob 4 /spb/ vi. draw in breath sharply
and irregularly from sorrow or pain,
esp. while crying; make the sound
like that of sobbing "S°H, #i%;
£ "R f
n. "B (F) , Bz (p)

ambition /zm'bifan/ n. strong desire
(to be or do sth.); object of such a
desire 4851, #, F; HAF,
BUE

expressive lk'spresiv/ a. (esp. of words
or a face) full of feeling and mean-
ing EA RN, FAHERY

puss /pus/ n. (word used to call a) cat
(7 g Bt Al 38) gk

.@. \Unit] Love of Reading

One Writer’s Beginnings'

Eudora Welty
! I learned from the age of two or three that any room in
our house, at any time of day, was there to read in, or to be
read to. My mother read to me. She’d read to me in the big
bedroom in the mornings, when we were in her rocker
together, which ticked in rhythm as we rocked, as though we
had a cricket accompanying the story. She’d read to me in the
dining room on winter afternoons in front of the coal fire,
with our cuckoo clock” ending the story with “Cuckoo,” and
at night when I'd got in my own bed. I must have given her
no peace. Sometimes she read to me in the kitchen while she
sat churning, and the churning sobbed along with any story.
It was my ambition to have her read to me while I churned;
once she granted my wish, but she read oft my story before I
brought her butter. She was an expressive reader. When she
was reading “Puss in Boots,” for instance, it was impossible

not to know that she distrusted all cats.

N

2 It had been startling and disappointing to me to find

out that story books had been written by people, that books



Partll Reading Task

were not natural wonders, coming up of themselves like grass.
Yet regardless of where they came from, I cannot remember
a time when I was not in love with them — with the books
themselves, cover and binding and the paper they were printed
on, with their smell and their weight and with their posses-
sion in my arms, captured and carried off to myself. Still
illiterate, I was ready for them, committed to all the reading
I could give them.

3 Neither of my parents had come from homes that could
afford to buy many books, but though it must have been some-
thing of a strain on his salary, as the youngest officer in a
young insurance company, my father was all the while care-
fully selecting and ordering away for what he and Mother
thought we children should grow up with. They bought first
for the future.?

4 Besides the bookcase in the living room, which was al-
ways called “the library,” there were the encyclopedia tables
and dictionary stand under windows in our dining room. Here
to help us grow up arguing around the dining room table
were the Unabridged Webster, the Columbia Encyclopedia, Compton’s
Pictured Encyclopedia, the Lincoln Library of Information, and later
the Book of Knowledge. In “the library,” inside the bookcase
were books I could soon begin on — and I did, reading them
all alike and as they came, straight down their rows, top shelf
to bottom®. My mother read secondarily for information?;
she sank as a hedonist into novels. She read Dickens in the
spirit in which she would have eloped with him. The novels

of her girlhood that had stayed on in her imagination, besides

regardless of without worrying
about; paying no attention to f°

%y *ﬁ

binding /'bamdmy/ n. strong covering
holding the pages of a book together
(H6h) A

illiterate * /1'litarit/ a. unable to read
or write; with little or no education
HRATH; RZETH

something of a used to describe a
person or thing in a way that is
partly true but not completely or
exactly ST AHL2—4A

salary /'szlari/ n. payment for regu-
lar employment # 4, #K

all the while all the time — &

bookcase /'bukkers/ n. $4; Hie

encyclopedia * /mn.saiklou'pi:dia/ n.
book, or set of books, giving infor-
mation about every branch of
knowledge, or on one subject, with
articles in alphabetical order & #}
&%

unabridged /.Ana'bridzd/ a. (of sth.
written) given in full form, not
shortened REM T &4, RAH;
T

secondarily /'sekondarily/ ad. X%
by B
secondary /'sekandari/ a. coming
after or less important than what is
first or chief; (of school, etc.) fol-
lowing elementary school A-&49,
KA (FRF) $58

sink into indulge in, be absorbed to
LT

hedonist /"hi:danist/ n. believer in the
idea that pleasure is the chief good
FREXE

novel /'novl/ n. a long printed story
about imaginary characters and
events (K&) il

elope /1'loup/ v. run away from home
in order to get married without the
permission of parents A%

girlhood /'g3:lhud/ n. state or time
of being a girl ¥ % i #

stay on remain after the usual or
expected time for leaving A& F
#*, 49

Unit 1 Love of Reading . 5.



