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Lesson One Alienation and the Internet

&% 2iia] 1 ANBE?

Part 1

[ Word List 1]

alienate [ 'erlionert |

ot. to cause to become unfriendly or hostile {HFiiZE , 25[H]

e. g. to alienate a friend i /BT, to alienate potential supporters by taking extreme
positions TR BUR i 4 TR T BT T W R SCHr S

alienation [ ,eilio'nerfn |

n. Bik, BME]

globalize [ 'gloubolaiz |

vi. if a company, industry, or economy globalizes or is globalized, it has business
activities all over the world £Ek{k

globalization [ , gloubolar'zeifn ]

unintended [ , anm'tendid ]

adj. not intentional; unplanned AREOR, TEM ; AT

e. g an unintended consequence JIEA E5| KGR

fragment [ 'freegmont |

vi. vt. to break something, or be broken into a lot of small separate parts FT0E, R

fragmentation [ , fregmen'terfn |

n. the act or process of breaking into a lot of small parts R, FIRE

addicted [ o'diktid ]

adj. unable to stop taking a harmful substance, especially a drug /& f)

e. g. to be addicted to smoking A E TR

adj. liking something so much that you do not want to stop doing it or having it {15 F
FAE L E)

e. g. to be addicted to surfing the Net {1355 T |- %



moderate [ 'mpdarat |

adj. being within reasonable limits BB, EER ; not excessive or extreme A5
AEBER, AR

e. g. a moderate price i& & I H&

skew [ skju: ]

vt. to affect or influence someone’s ideas, actions, or judgment Hif# ; TEHH

lament [ lo'ment |

v. to express grief for or about &S, [/ Ay--eer FARFI ; mourn T

e. g. to lament a death HFEE F s

v. to regret deeply JEF 1R

e. g. He lamented his thoughtless acts. fih3E % 1§ B C BRAZ3),

mantra [ 'mentro |
. n. a piece of holy writing in the Hindu religion 85¢% ( —M#EXHNIEFIER , 7T

¥ . ERESGUEDESE , e R | ME e StIESAE MR NN A B LR — 1

WE—&BSr ) 5 K, FUIE

n. a word or sound that is repeated as a prayer or to help people mediate ( ZE##5. &
BN REWREXHPH—IFER—NF) 8T ;LR

n. a word or phrase representing a rule or principle which someone often uses, but
which other people often find annoying or boring 13k

e. g. The Treasury Secretary has stuck to his mantra that “a strong dollar is in America’s
interest” . HEERK — HHE A BRI . “BRIWFETASRERFIEE" .

simulate [ 'stmjulert ]

v. to have or take on the appearance, form, or sound of; imitate g, Bl

ot. to make in imitation of or as a substitute for i1, 4}

simulated [ 'stmjulertid ]

adj. B

cyberspace [ 'saibospers ]

n. all the connections between computers in different places, considered as a real place
where information, messages, pictures etc. exist [{4& %5 []

binge [ bind3 |

n. a period of excessive or uncontrolled indulgence in food or drink TR ETCHi ] (] )

e. g. an eating binge &

acquire [ o'kwaro (r) ]

vt. to gain possession of (54

e. g. to acquire 100 shares of stock 574 100 /3 52



vt. to get by one’s own efforts HUf%, it B KL 1K G

e. g to acquire proficiency in math 7EX2% AR BEIKF

surf [ s3:f |

n. the waves of the sea as they break upon a shore or reef ¥R, B

vt. ride the waves of the sea with a surfboard 7R

e. g. Californians love to surf. JIIFI4EJE A2 iR .

vt. look around casually and randomly, without seeking anything in particular ( 4R
E) wiR

e. g. to surf the internet or the world wide web 7EEFEM ( 4R ) FrpiR ; BEEN
Pz

cognition [ kng'nifn ]

n. the mental process or faculty ( ability ) of knowing, including aspects such as
awareness, perception, reasoning, and judgment AR 17, TAHIBE S

cognitive [ 'kognativ |

adj. of, characterized by, involving, or relating to cognition TAKIf)

converse [ kon'vs:s |

adj. opposite, as in position, order, or action 3% [A]{¥), Hif#|[ ; contrary #HZ K

n. the converse & IS4

maximize [ 'maksimaiz ]

v. to increase or make as great as possible fx KAk, {FHEHN (P K ) BIRARE

e. g. The company’s main function is to maximize profit. 23 & i 2 H At 2 {# F)3E
B,

gratify [ 'greetifar |

vt. to please or satisfy f# A = 24500 2

e. g. His achievement gratified his father. fihl % 5088 LEAth A9 5 5 85 2%

vt. to give what is desired to i ; ==+++ Frie 2133 ; indulge JTE T

e. g. to gratify her curiosity 1 /& fil (Y 4 &y >

gratification [ , gretifi'kerfn |

n WE , R

oyster [ 'o1sta (r) ]

n. AL | B

the world is your oyster: used to tell someone that they can achieve whatever they want
DREEN ; ZEAETR

Utopia [ ju:'toupio |

n. an ideally perfect place, especially in its social, political, and moral aspects ZFEF ,
BRARSERIMIT (JLie S BUARLEE T H5EEM )



[ World List 2 )

forum n. % DK (i), Wiz, BE, WHigs

govern v. 4tif, I, EH

access n. i@, i, Al v FFER, #EE

equivalent adj. %51, A, FEXLH n FH0Y, HEY

potential adj. ¥E7ERY, TIRERY n. WEHE, W

participant n. 2 5% , #E¥ odj. Z51

exaggeration n. 7K, & KZiA

non-stop/nonstop FIEAEH) / H, BER{ER 2, WAl /ERIE, Flin:a
nonstop flight from London to Singapore; music playing nonstop all night

extended family n. KZEEE, ¥ KHOKE (5HE . BEBEFEFHLEAMN
] 3 5 )

overload vr. %, WM n HE, AFLTE

distort v. 7€ (MERGSF ) , i, Edh (EHE, FLEF), RiR

[ Idioms and Phrases )

equivalent ( of/to )

a thing, amount, word, etc. that is equal to something else

e 0 (R ) OHEY)

Is there a French word that is the exact equivalent of the English word “home”?

Breathing such polluted air is the equivalent of ( = has the same effect as ) smoking ten
cigarettes a day.

addicted ( to something )

1. unable to stop taking harmful drugs, or using or doing something as a habit

It did not take James very long to get addicted to drugs.

2. spending all your free time doing something because you are so interested in it

He’s addicted to computer games.
be given to something/to doing something

to do something often or regularly

v‘(ﬁ"]ggzjl‘- ...... ; S‘Mﬁif ......



She’s much given to outbursts of temper.

He’s given to going for long walks on his own.

in earnest

1. more seriously and with more force or effort than before

1EH

The work on the house will begin in earnest on Monday.

2. very serious and sincere about what you are saying and about your intentions; in a
way that shows that you are serious

N

You may laugh but I’'m in deadly earnest.

prior to

before something

S e 228l

The protest was launched during the week prior to the meeting.

at the expense of something

with loss or damage to somebody/something

He built up the business at the expense of his health.

be confronted with something

to have something in front of you that you have to deal with or react to

XS ; A (XE )

Most people when confronted with a horse will pat it.

in terms of something

in...terms

used to show what aspect of a subject you are talking about or how you are thinking
about it

ﬂ ...... ﬁﬁ‘%“ ; M ...... ﬁ EE‘

The job is great in terms of salary, but it has its disadvantages.

In terms of cost — how much were you thinking of charging?

In practical terms this law may be difficult to enforce.

the converse

the opposite or reverse of a fact or statement

S 5 XA ; MR EIIETE

Building new roads increases traffic and the converse is equally true: reducing the

number and size of roads means less traffic.



the world is your oyster

there is no limit to the opportunities open to you

AR ; OEFEW ; ZHER

With talent like that, the world is her oyster.

take advantage of something/somebody

1. to make use of something well; to make use of an opportunity

(741 ) FIH

She took advantage of the children’s absence to tidy their rooms.

We took full advantage of the hotel facilities.

2. to make use of somebody/something in a way that is unfair or dishonest
FIA (AARSFEREMANEHERS )

He took advantage of my generosity (= for example, by taking more than I had intended to give ) .

[ Vocabulary Test ]

Directions: Find the meaning of the English word from the four choices marked

[A], [B], [C]and [D ] .Then check your answer.

1. cognitive
[ A Jof the same origin
[ C ] done with ill intention
2. maximize
[ A Jmake as great as possible
[ C ]form a fundamental principle
3. unintended
[ A Jwithout exception
[ C Jobviously lost
4. moderate
[ A Jtypical
[ C]of the latest kind
5. alienate
[ A Jto become an ally
[ C ]Jto isolate
6. gratify
[ A ]satisfy
[ C ] make heavier
7. skew
[ A ]a thin stick

[B] of the process of knowing
[D] of unsaid approval

[ B] form a rule (out of )
[ D] make (sth. ) a the general truth

[B] not present
[ D] not planned

[ B] not extreme
[D] of one’s life philosophy

[B] foreign
[D] resembling a line

[B] show gratitude
[ D] make greater

[B] cook with mild fire



[ C]atool for driving
8. lament
[ A ]stranger
[ C]a juicy and acid fruit
9. addicted
[ A Jeasy to remember
[ C ] willing to listen
10. simulate
[ A ]cause to become similar
[ C 1happen at the same time

[D] cause to twist

[ B] express sorrow
[D] ayoung sheep

[B] ready for use
[D] given to a habit

[B] excite or encourage
[ D] make in imitation of



Part 2

[ Introductory Remarks ]

The Internet has been greatly hailed by the human community, but catcalls are also
heard. “Alienation and the Internet” offers you a chance to hear the voices of both sides. Do
you find the topic strange? How can the internet, which is on the one hand responsible for

global unification by enabling the free exchange of ideas, alienate the participants?

[ Text)

Alienation and the Internet

The Internet provides an amazing forum for the free exchange of ideas. Given the
relatively few restrictions governing access and usage, it is the communications modal
equivalent of international waters. It is my personal belief that the human potential can only
be realized by the globalization of ideas. I developed this position years before the Internet
came into wide spread use. And I am excited at the potential for the Internet to dramatically
alter our global society for the better. However, I am also troubled by the possible unintended
negative consequences.

There has been much talk about the “new information age”. But much less widely
reported has been the notion that the Internet may be responsible for furthering the
fragmentation of society by alienating its individual users. At first this might sound like an
apparent contradiction: how can something, that is on the one hand responsible for global
unification by enabling the free exchange of ideas, alienate the participants?

I had a recent discussion with a friend of mine who has what he described as a “problem”
with the Internet. When I questioned him further he said that he was “addicted” , and
had “forced” himself to go off-line. He said that he felt like an alcoholic, in that moderate
use of the Internet was just not possible for him. I have not known this fellow to be given to
exaggeration, therefore when he described his internet binges, when he would spend over
twenty-four hours on line non-stop, it gave me pause to think. He said, “The Internet isn’t
real, but I was spending all my time on line, so I just had to stop. ” He went on to say that all

of the time that he spent on line might have skewed his sense of reality, and that it made him

8



feel lonely and depressed.

The fragmentation of society has been lamented for some time now. It seems to me that
it probably began in earnest after World War II when a generation returned from doing great
deeds overseas. They won the war, and by God they were going to win the peace. Automobile
ownership became commonplace and suburbs were created. “Progress” was their mantra. So
even prior to the Internet’s widespread popularity, folks were already becoming distanced
from their extended families and neighbors. And when we fast-forward to today we see an
almost cruel irony in that people can and often do develop on-line relationships with folks on
the other side of the globe, without leaving their homes. But at the expense of time that would
have otherwise been available for involvement in other activities which might foster a sense
of community in their villages, towns and cities.

Last weekend my wife and I invited our extended family to our home to celebrate our
daughter’s birthday. During the celebration my young nephew spent the entire time on my
computer playing a simulated war game. My brother-in-law and I were chatting near by and it
struck us that in generations past, his son, my nephew, would have been outside playing with his
friends. But now the little fellow goes on line to play his games against his friends in cyberspace.

It seems to me that the Internet is a powerful tool that presents an opportunity for
the advancement of the acquisition and application of knowledge. However, based on
my personal experience I can understand how, as they surf the web some folks might be
confronted with cognitive overload. And I can also understand how one might have his or her
sense of reality distorted in the process. Is the Internet a real place? Depending upon how a
“real place” is defined it might very well be. At the very least, I believe that when we use the
Internet, we are forced to ask fundamental questions about how we perceive the world about
us— perhaps another unintended consequence. Some would argue that the virtual existences
created by some users who debate, shop, travel and have romance on line are in fact not
real. While others would argue that, since in practical terms, folks are debating, shopping,
traveling and having romance, the converse is true.

All of this being said, I believe that the key to realizing the potential of the Internet is in
achieving balance in our lives. This would allow us to maximize its potential without losing
our sense of place. However, like most things that is easier said than done. It seems to me
that we are a society that values immediate gratification above all else, and what better place
to achieve it than in cyberspace, where the cyber-world is your cyber-oyster. The widespread
use of the automobile forever changed our society and culture, and perhaps a similar sort of
thing is occurring now. I am not at all certain where the “information superhighway” will

lead us: some say to Utopia, while others feel it’s the road to hell. But I do know that we

9



all have the ability to maintain our sense of place in the world. Whether we choose to take

advantage of this ability is another matter.

[ Notes ]

1. Given the relatively few restrictions governing access and usage, it is the
communications modal equivalent of international waters. | B 42 B X 48 B o A
it 32 B A9 BR HIARRT I A /b, B GORYE, M _E3Z W95 AR X T7E E PR AT .

given prep. if one takes into account  [&H, -+ s

waters BUEUE KB Mg, EATEEIE.

KBTI T XIS . position S, WA o

3. But much less widely reported has been the notion that... by alienating its individual
users. —— B MMM AR P Z EBIHIE, Wi il e FBHSM#HE—2 01,
XFPEH A SR ZHE, A T3, But the notion that... has been much
less widely reported. “that” 5| F— R/ iE M AJEEH “notion” HINZ .

4. He said that he felt like an alcoholic, in that moderate use of the Internet was just not
possible for him. ——fihi i}t B & BER— MR, &R L RE R bR YR A 7§k
fo in that FRUHREA

5. I have not known this fellow to be given to exaggeration.
BA BRTER ST 15

6. “Progress” was their mantra. — mantra ( EJEE B ATRGBE HH) ) E5F , %X
Ve FHLARGIHE & R 2 i AL 2o i R, R 32 I Rt SLR AT TR

7. But at the expense of the time that would have otherwise been available for

2. I developed this position.

T XK, b

involvement in other activities which might foster a sense of community in their villages,
towns and cities. (ffi1 ) A T AT LAR RS nH At 1% sh 3 55 SR i 1% Br A
FE. SREEFNERTT AL XA RS E] (£ B ) o that 5|5 5E1#E M AJ &M time; which 5
BETE MWAMEM activities; otherwise: in different circumstances. A] P EE R “FHAH L
ER”, BE—A R, BOBEShAAERI : would have been.

8. It struck us that in generations past, his son, my nephew, would have been outside
playing with his friends. EAIRAER], L F—REHME, RS E (JL
RAEMINEL ), ESFBRIKEERIINIE, AR EHE WS ELFEEH
ARXEE, XAMGERIT T2 2. in generations past: ;T EHKJUELA, X4
BIESAREFEN, SUEHAEEIER : would haven been outside.

9. ... some folks might be confronted with cognitive overload. R YNGIN: 21|
e — AR RE, BEREMENFERZT, — N ARIAGGE S Tk
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