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FOREWORD

Suzhou is a city known for its long history and cul-
tural tradition. Its achievements in classical landscape
architecture over the past dynasties and the paintings of
the Suzhou School in Ming have provided a constant
source of inspiration for its potted landscape gardening
to draw on. Here, masters of this art have come forth in
large numbers all through the ages. For example, there
is an account in Tai Ping Qing Hua, which tells how Fan
Cheng-da of Sung made his own potted landscapes. The
relevant writings of Wen Zhen-heng in Ming, Hu Huan-
zhang in Qing and Zhou Shou-juan in modern times
have all contributed a great deal to the formation of the
local features and unique style of Suzhou’s potted land-
scapes. Zhu Zi-an, a contemporary artist, has developed
his own skills of binding and shaping, while inheriting
the traditional techniques.

Tree stumps are used as chief material in Suzhou’s
potted landscape gardening. Some of them are decades
or even hundreds of years old and their branches have
withered and crooked, given a strange and picturesque
look by the workings of Nautre. Some even seem to be
dead and rotten and are regarded as useless. However,
transplanted in pots and handled carefully, they will put
forth green and luxuriant foliage. Hanging low or shoot-
ing upwards, many are beautiful by nature and have a
high decorative value. Put in old-looking pots and
stands, they are given a flavour of antiquity. Hence the
unique classic elegance and simplicity of Suzhou'’s pot-
ted landscapes, which are both life-like and artistically
suggestive.

The method of “rough binding and careful cutting” is
practised in Suzhou's potted landscape gardening. In
other words, cutting comes first and binding secondary.
With main tree species, such as elms, plums and trident
maples, plam fibres are used to bind their branches into
S-shaped patches, which are then cut into desirable
shapes. With slow-growing evergreens, such as pomegra-
nates, Chinese little leaf boxes, pines and cypress, care
is taken to keep their natural shapes before binding
some of their branches, which are bent and spaced into
an artistic balance. Cutting is also done on the principle
of keeping the natural beauty of the trees. Only those
young tips which stand out from the rest are trimmed.
As one of the chief features of Suzhou’s potted land-
scape gardening, this skill is obviously different from the
Ling'Nan heavy cutting method of “keeping the branches
while cutting the trunk”, Yangzhou’s heavy binding
method of making three bends within one inch” and

-



those of other schools. Besides, binding is also done in
an effort to follow the natural growth of the branches
and avoid artificialness. This chiefly finds expression in
the handling of “tops” according to the natural
phenomenum that trees automatically stop growing
upwards and start to spread sidewise at a certain stage
of their life cycles. The positions of “tops” vary from
stump to stump in keeping with their natural growths.
This helps to make the shapes of stumps more beautiful.
Natural “top” binding is another distinctive features of
Suzhou’s potted landscape gardening.

In the art of shaping, modern Suzhou potted land-
scape gardening has completely broken away from the
bond of the “Wind-Blown” type, the “Drooping-
Branches” type and other traditional shaping methods.
Each stump is shaped according to its specific features
so as to make it different from all others and give it an
individual elegance by blending natural and artistic
beauty. Here, shaping does not follow any definite and
unified patterns and rules, but takes into account the
natural shapes of stumps and their artistic effects.
“Lonely Beauty” and “Dragon’s Pond”, two elm stumps
that were shown at the 1979 National Exhibition and the
1982 Jiangsu Exhibition of Potted Landscape Arts have had
their branch patches and their “tops” bound into one.
They stand gracefully like canopies and are attractive to
the eye. With only a few patches, “Hatted Monkey” and
“Crane’s Dance” are perfectly balanced in shape, while
the old plum stump which has won the title of “King of
Potted Landscapes” has more than 30 patches, all of
which are artistically arranged to present a picture of
primitive vigour and natural lushness.

Dating far back to the Tang and Sung Dynasties and
flourishing in Ming and Qing, Suzhou’s potted land-
scape gardening has continued to develop in our times.
Early in Qing, it already attained the artistic standards of
traditional Chinese landscape painting. Today, some
artistis are especially skillful in shaping, while others
excel in the art of arranging rockery. Their major works
emulate Nature, while their minor ones look like land-
scape paintings, all being rich in poetic and picturesque
flavour. Jiangsu'’s first potted landscapes fair held in Hon-
gkong in the spring of 1982 was a hit in the city and
Macao. At the Jiangsu Potted-Landscape Art Exhibition
held in Nanjing in May, 24 works of Suzhou were
awarded the titles of “Best Potted Landscape” and “Excel-
lent Potted Landscape”, making up 30% of the prizes
awarded to the whole province. At the First Competitive

Exhibition of Chinese Potted-Landscapes held in Shan-
ghai in October, 1985, “Relic from Qin and Han”, a five-
hundred-year-old stump, won the special-class prize,
“Knotty One” a first-class prize, “Towering over Four
White-Haired Elders” a second-class prize and “Rosy
Clouds” “Phoenix’s Tail” third-class prizes. All of them
are typical of Suzhou’s potted landscapes. As a result,
they have become famous not only on the mainland of
China, but also in Hongkong and Macao and the rest of
the world.

The 1950s witnessed a boom in Suzhou'’s potted land-
scape gardening. In 1962, the first potted landscape gar-
den named Mu Garden opened to the public. It had a
collection of 10,000 works, which were destroyed during
the Cultural Revolution. In 1982, Wan Jing Mountain Villa
was built on Hu Qiu (Tiger Hill), which displays over 600
exquisite works. At present, the city’s gardens boast a
collection of about 20,000 works, of which 2,000 are espe-
cially good. This does not include those kept by an ever
growing number of amateurs. It is certain that Suzhou'’s
potted landscape gardening will further flourish with the
joint efforts of old masters and millions of amateurs.

Shao Zhong
October, 1987
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Bird and Plum Blossom on
Ancient Tree Stump
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Four Reverent Elderly Men
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v 1’23 A/ Soughing of Wind in Pine

g © B4 " a

{5 © 504

#5 : 50/EXK EERR{YREY - SHEBEE

& © KRR R EARL 0 |BARWS o —J& < BT

WA

B
) P "EA ')'7/?‘ \

)




10



(EEREFE
TR ENEEEFET S

Two Legendary Turtles offering
a Green Jade
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Snow in June
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