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Prediction

Part One Introduction

1. What is prediction?

Listening comprehension, in a sense, is a kind of interaction between the linguistic and world
knowledge we have in our mind and what is to be heard. Chinese native speakers often use their
knowledge and experience to anticipate or guess what the other is going to say. This prediction
skill in listening can as well be applied to English listening. For example, when we heard someone
talking about an earthquake in a place, we will naturally conjure up an image in our mind: the time,
place and scale of the quake, the death and injured, the rescue action and the donation, etc.All these
are the knowledge that exists in people's mind. Such kind of knowledge is called conventional
knowledge structure or "schema of the quake". In English listening comprehension training, before
listening, the teacher should try by every means to activate such kind of background knowledge and
train students to predict what is to be heard.

We can use the prediction skill in macro-listening as the example above, that is, the general
knowledge structure of the earthquake. We can also use the prediction skill in micro-listening. The
simplest way is to play the first part of the tape, pause at certain place to give students a chance to
think forward, and then give the second. This simply helps them to focus on predicting, and gives
immediate feedback.

Students should be encouraged and constantly reminded of the need to think forward, and

gradually make a habit of it.
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2. Purpose

This unit is designed to train the students to get familiarized with the skill of PREDICTION
in listening comprehension. Through such a kind of practice, the students can gradually form a
habit of thinking forward before the real listening, putting their own linguistic knowledge, world
knowledge and experience into what is to be heard. A good use of the skill can effectively facilitate

English listening.

3. Teaching steps
a. Pre listening:
New words or phrases / word bank (if necessary).
Language and culture notes (if necessary).
Activate students' background knowledge relevant to the topic, focusing on the skill before playing the tape.
b. Listen and do exercises with different question forms.
¢. Check and analysis.
d. Tips.

Part Two Demonstration

Text One Conversation

A. Pre-listening task.

Questions for discussion before listening:

1. Listen to the first sentence and predict what the conversation might be about.
2. Have you ever heard of an air crash accident?

3. What will happen when an air crash accident occurs?

4. What are the possible factors that could bring about air crashes?

Word Bank
a mountainous area of Argentina PR EE ) — AL X
the crew CHL. R R RRR
pilot AT
air traffic controller 25 WA il G
official aviation language EXMAEES
distorted (FHE)KRE
a vital instruction — A REHERTE S
the terrain of the mountains in Norweija Norweija LU fH#i]E
altitude MR
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Transcript

M: Did you hear about the plane crash that occurred in South America recently? It was quite a

W:

: A foreign airliner was attempting to land at night in a mountainous area of Argentina and flew

=2 22 € £

L =

B.

tragic accident!

No, I didn't see anything in the news about it. What happened?

into a hill!

: That sounds really terrible! Did anyone survive?
: No, everyone aboard, including the crew, was killed instantly.
: What were the circumstances? Was there bad weather, a fire, or engine failure?

: Apparently, there were some low clouds in the area, but mostly it was just miscommunication

between the pilots and the air traffic controllers.

: Weren't they both speaking English, the official aviation language?
: Yes, they were. But the transmission from poor quality radios was slightly distorted and the accents

of the Spanish-speaking controllers were so strong that the pilots misunderstood a vital instruction.

: How could a misunderstanding like that cause such a serious accident?

: The pilots were told to descend to "two-two thousand" feet. The instruction actually meant

22 000 feet, but they thought they heard "descend to 2 000 feet". That's a difference, and it
should have been confirmed, but it was not. Unfortunately, the terrain of the mountains in

Norweija extends up 20 000 feet.

: So the pilots did descend to the wrong altitude then, thinking they were following the air

controllers' instructions.

: Sadly, enough, yes they did. It was a really bad mistake. Many people died as a result of the

simple misunderstanding.

: Wow, that's a powerful lesson on how important it can be to accurately communicate to each

other.

Listen and do the following exercises.

Exercise 1

Listen to the conversation and answer the following questions.

1. What was the cause of the tragedy?

A. Bad weather.
B. Human error.
C. Breakdown of the engines.

D. Failure of the communication system.



2. How high are the mountains in Norweija?
A. Two thousand feet.
B. Twelve thousand feet.
C. Twenty thousand feet.
D. Twenty-two thousand feet.
3. What lesson could be drawn from the accident?
A. Accurate communication is of utmost importance.
B. Pilots should be able to speak several foreign languages.
C. Air controllers should keep a close watch on the weather.

D. Cooperation between pilots and air controllers is essential.

Exercise 2
Listen to the passage again and answer the following questions briefly.

4. What words or phrases help you guide your understanding of the passage?

grsw @)

5. What is the main idea of the passage?

6. Where did the air crash occur?

7. What is the main reason that brought about the accident?

8. What language did the pilot and the air traffic controllers speak?

9. What lesson can we learn from the accident?

C. Check and analysis.
J. DY A2 D A

4. Plane crash.
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5. Misunderstanding has brought about a tragedy.

6. In a mountainous area of Argentina.

7. The distorted poor quality radios and the strong accents of the Spanish-speaking controllers.
8. The English language with a strong Spanish accent.

9. Accurate communication is of utmost importance.

D. Tips.

After reading the three questions and their relevant choices, we can predict that the
conversation is about a plane crash accident. According to our conventional structure knowledge ( %
PHPEHIRSEF) ) |, in many cases, we can guess what content the conversation is about. It could be
the place the plane crash takes place, how many people died or got injured, whether any traveler
survived, the cause of the accident, etc. If the conventional knowledge in our mind is activated in

advance, it will greatly facilitate our understanding of the conversation.

Text Two Passage

A. Pre-listening task.

Questions for discussion before listening:

1. Do you like running? What are the benefits from running?

2. In order to prevent injury, what do you usually do before a workout?

3. What should an inexperienced runner start with?

Word Bank
strengthening the muscles st
fitness of the heart o B
the finish line (TR ) Bk
workout R B E B
contract Wi
warmed up g
stretching exercises iz zh
training routine ERIIZRBhE
alternate AT
jogging 18 1
days off REH




