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Unit 1 Challenges in Education

1. /e/ is different from /a/,the first in the central part and the latter in the lower part of the oral cavity.
/z/ is different from /zei/. /z/ is vibrated without opening your mouth,that is,no extra vowel as /za/.
/f/ in the initial position can be /f/ alone and clusters as /fr/ and /fl/. Students may pay more attention
to the position of upper teeth touching lower lips,or the labio-dental sound.

2. Chant aims to train intonation with appropriate sentence stress. Tell students that content words should
be stressed and so is important information. In this exercise, “Would you” and “can’t you” are liked as
/d3 ya/ and /tf ya/.

The “if” clauses are practiced here as subjunctive mood, like “if | had time” and “if | have time”. It is
unstressed in speech flow unless some emphasis is made.

A. a guess about possible events
6. g. If you are tired,we will go straight home.

If you have finished reading this book, please return it to me.
Do you mind if | open the window?

B. a condition in subjunctive mood

6. g. If you knew how | suffered,you would pity me.
If | were you, | would help him.
If | had known, | wouldn’t have done it.

If he had followed my advice, he wouldn’t be in such difficulty now.
C. alink in objective clause as “whether”

6. g. Ask him if it is true.
| wonder if he is in the school.

Would you walk to China,if you have the time?
Of course I'd walk to China if | had the time.
Would you leave at a quarter to three?

I'd leave at a quarter to 3.
Would you walk to China if you have the time?
Of course I'd walk to China tomorrow night if | were free.
Would you walk to China with me? Why can’t you walk to China with me tomorrow night?
Well,| have to stay at home and take care of my plants,and take care of my darling, too.

JE2 &%) Triones 1 ==
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Why can’'t you walk out on your sweet sugar car and sail to China with me tomorrow night?
And I'll never walk out on my sweet sugar car nor sail to China with you.

3. @ play date @) retreat @) lead up to (@) severe ® barely
® endure @ peer dislocate 9 at odds {0 dissertation

1. Background Information

Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother

Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother is a book by Amy Chua published in
2011. The complete subtitle of the book is; “This is a story about a mother, CHRIEARRY , #83£ L
two daughters, and two dogs. This was supposed to be a story of how (Amy Chua) % id® T
Chinese parents are better at raising kids than Western ones. But instead, HEBFER ML ILH OB
it's about a bitter clash of cultures, a fleeting taste of glory,and how | was  J#&,
humbled by a thirteen-year-old. ”

‘ Amy Chua

Amy Chua is the John M. Duff, Jr. Professor of Law at Yale Law BEIL, e ¥R
School. She joined the Yale faculty in 2001 after teaching at Duke Law  #%,2011 4E5C A H R ( jE 15
School. Prior to starting her teaching career, she was a corporate law  #¥) , X T A2 FE2| &2
associate at Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton. She specializes in the  HFEXLT4ILE T F R K
study of international business transactions, law and development, ethnic i, 91 [E J5 3 #E H 89 “ 5%
conflict,and globalization and the law. As of January 2011,she is most %" “JR&E" LHEA, 452X
noted for her parenting memoir, Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother. FREBHE LT,

New Haven

New Haven is the second-largest city in Connecticut and the AR, EEGTR, AHEE
sixth-largest in New England. It is the home of the Ivy League i, % HEZ K E & K2 1E
school Yale University. The university is an integral part of the city’s 1, %/ B 41 2B CRIAZ I EE

economy, being New Haven’s biggest taxpayer and employer, as 4154, 24l B B R HIBA
noted in the Mayor’s 2010 State of the City address. .

N
§
»

xercise 1: True/ False

—

. T
2. T
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3. F (In her book,Ms. Chua writes about how she demanded excellence from her daughters. )
4. F (Many people have criticized Amy Chua. Some say her parenting methods were abusive. )
5. F (Ms. Chua says she decided to retreat when it seemed like there was a risk that she might lose her

daughter. )

Exercise 2: Dictation

1. One of the biggest differences | see between western and Chinese parenting is that Chinese parents

assume strength rather than fragility.

2. She says it represents a traditional way of parenting among immigrants seeking a better future for their

children.

3. When children have no time to be social or to follow their own interests, they might not develop other

skills that they need to succeed in life.

3. Script

Some American parents might think their
children need better educations to compete with
China and other countries. But how much do the
parents themselves need to change?

A new book called “Battle Hymn of the Tiger
Mother” by Amy Chua has caused a debate about
cultural differences in parenting. Ms. Chua is a
professor at the Yale Law School in New Haven,
Connecticut,and the mother of two daughters. She
was raised in the American Midwest by immigrant
Chinese parents.

In the Chinese culture, the tiger represents
strength and power. In her book,Ms. Chua writes
about how she demanded excellence from her
daughters. For example, she threatened to burn
her daughter’s stuffed animals unless she played a
piece of music perfectly. She would insult her
daughters if they failed to meet her expectations.

Ms. Chua told NBC television that she had a
clear list of what her daughters, Sophia and Louisa,
were not permitted to do.

AMY CHUA: “Attend a sleepover ,have a play
date ,watch TV or play computer games, be in a
school play,get any grade less than an A.”

Many people have criticized Amy Chua. Some
say her parenting methods were abusive. She
even admits that her husband,who is not Chinese,
sometimes objected to her parenting style. But she
says that was the way her parents raised her and
her three sisters. Ms. Chua makes fun of her own

extreme style of parenting. She says she eased
some of the pressure after her younger daughter
rebelled and shouted “I hate my life! | hate you!”
Ms. Chua says she decided to retreat when it
seemed like there was a risk that she might lose
her daughter. But she also says American parents
often have low expectations of their children’s
abilities.

AMY CHUA: “One of the biggest differences |
see between western and Chinese parenting is that
Chinese parents assume strength
fragility . ”

Stacy DeBroff has written four books on
parenting.

STACY DEBROFF. “I think that the stirring of
this intense debate has to do with ‘ what does it
mean to be a successful parent’ and ‘ what does it
mean to be a successful child? '’

rather than

Ms. DeBroff says Amy Chua’s parenting style
is not limited to Chinese families. She says it
represents a traditional way of parenting among
immigrants seeking a better future for their
children. But she also sees a risk. When children
have no time to be social or to follow their own
interests, they might not develop other skills that
they need to succeed in life. Stacey DeBroff
advises parents to develop their own style of
parenting and not just repeat the way they were
raised.

it3L %% Triones 3 ==
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1. Background Information

e MA degree -

A Master of Arts (M. A. ,MA,A. M. ,or AM) from the Latin Magister LR
Artium, is a type of Master's degree awarded by universities in many
countries. The M. A. is usually contrasted with the M. S. or M. Sc. (both
Master of Science) degrees. Those admitted to the degree typically study
English, history, geography, other of the humanities, philosophy, social
sciences, fine arts or (at some universities) or theology. The degree can be
conferred in respect of passing examinations, in respect of research, or a

combination of the two.

UCL

TR
H—Fh, 5 2Z X N i) 2 2
FW L, EWHER TR
L B S e
Bhof 2R B 25 H At
A&, T %
o BHIT S PI FPARA RO 5
HIRIEEL

RBK¥EBRE—FTRIRT

University College London ( UCL) is a public research
university located in London, United Kingdom, and the oldest and
largest constituent college of the federal University of London.
Founded in 1826, UCL was the first university institution to be
founded in London and the first in England to be established on an
entirely secular basis, to admit students regardless of their religion

and to admit women on equal terms with men.

2. Keys

xercise 1. Table filhng

1. Kingston
4. UCL 5. intercultural studies

xercise 2: Note filling

1. dissertation 2. push yourself

4. peer pressure 5. learning by English

3. Script
MICHELLE. What are the biggest challenges
of university life for the students today?
ANDRE NAKKURT: My name
Nakkurt.
University , London.

is Andre
| am a third year student at Kingston
| study motorcycle engineering
design,which is a three-year course,and in June |
will be graduating with a bachelor’s degree.

== 4 Triones {3} %7

2. motorcycle engineering design

1826 FFHILE GRS, LR R
RERBIR 2 BE. UCL 3@ % Bk
R SN Z R 2 =
HERKRE, UCL BE—1EH
4 ERIEFIR R BABUA (R W
PFERY, AN RREEH T A
e .

3. time management

3. academic burden

One of the biggest challenges is time
management. You have to be able to do parts of
your big dissertation every week leading up to the
deadline which is four or five months away. So
during this time you've really got to get to grips with
the subject. You've got to push yourself every day

even though the goal seems far away. But you still



have to keep in mind that the littte amount of work
you do every day will get you to the final report.

| really
University offered a
engineering design.
academic studies but at one point | found that |
would really like to get to know more about

liked motorcycles and Kingston
course in motorcycle

| joined up and | did my

motorcycles; | would really like to know how they
really work, get my hands dirty and get practical.
So, with some of my course mates we set up this
racing team. We had two bikes and a lot of
enthusiasm and we went racing across England
and Wales. We ended up racing on the 9 biggest
tracks in England. And we learned a lot of practical
skills and teamwork and management skills. We
had to run our own racing team.

This sort of experience allowed me to
understand that university is not all about studying
but it's more to do with getting involved in new and
exciting things, learning new skills and meeting
different people. These sorts of skills you can apply
later in your life as well. This is why,in my opinion,
it's very important to join different societies, perhaps
take on a new hobby,because from my experience
this has made my university years interesting. This
has given me enthusiasm and drive in my course.
If | had concentrated just on studies my university
experience would not have been a quarter of what
it has been up to now.

JOLENE: | have just finished all the courses
and | received an MA degree from the Centre for
Intercultural Studies in UCL. UCL was founded in

Ot} RFIBFFT A= B R IEHMIT UL H AR

1826.
disciplinary universities.

It is one of the world’'s leading multi-
It is a true academic
powerhouse since 21 Nobel Prize winners have
come from the UCL community.

As the only Asian student in my faculty , | did
encounter a few challenges upon my arrival, such
as local accent, cultural customs,academic burden,
peer pressure and of course typically, weather and
food. The biggest challenge so far for me was to
read and write in academic English in very limited
time with a huge amount of work. For example,we
need to write three essays, for each 5,000 words,
within four weeks from Thanksgiving to Christmas
last year. With hundreds of books, journals and
articles on the reading list, it seems like an
impossible task to be finished. | had to read fast
and then | had to write fast. Basically | lived in the
library for 12 hours a day for a whole month and
finally | managed the project.

We need to finish the process from “learning
English” to “learning by English”. In China,we've
been learning English throughout all our lives,um,
from ABC to, say um, Hollywood English, um,
Received Pronunciation RP, Queen’s English. But
now we need to,um,do more than learning English
because English is not really a subject but a tool
and we need to,um,learn via English and that's the
biggest challenge for all the international students
so far. It is an essential skill for university students
to be able to read and write efficiently and
effectively because without that ability you can
barely succeed.

1. Different from Amy Chua, “the Tiger Mother” ,a Chinese father claims himself to be a
“Cat” ,a docile and gentle role in Chinese culture ,who successfully sent his daughter to
Harvard University in a liberal parenting style. Which parenting style do you prefer?

[Step 1] Describe two different types of parenting.

Tiger Mother . discipline
-+ Impose parents’ power on her daughters

Cat Father. freedom
- dote on his daughter

2L %%| Triones 5 ==
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- manipulate her daughter’s life
- make her kids obedient

Supplementary Reading

Amy Chua, a Chinese American professor at
Yale University recently released a book “ The
Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother” , which gives a
description of how she educates her two
daughters. Chua did not let her own girls go out on
play dates or sleepovers. She did not let them
watch TV or play video games or take part in
garbage activities like crafts. Once, one of her
daughters came in second to a Korean kid in a
math competition,so Chua made the girl do 2,000
math problems a night until she regained her
supremacy. Once, her daughters gave her birthday
cards of insufficient quality. Chua rejected them
and demanded new cards. Once, she threatened
to burn all of one of her daughter’s stuffed animals
unless she played a piece of music perfectly. As a
result, Chua’s daughters get straight As and have
The book
covered “Times” magazine and provoked great

won a lot of musical competitions.

debates between eastern and western educational
mode. Tiger Mother Amy Chua’s popularity is not
accidental. Education is the common interests of
both sides of the earth. Americans say the
children’s education method of “ Tiger Mother”
Amy Chua is too scary,while the Chinese retorted
Amy Chua is not a real Chinese, and in China
mother's education has already changed. The
argument still goes on.

-+ be soft and tender
- respect his daughter

Very soon, “ Cat Father” Chang Zhitao
appeared in Shanghai. His 19-year-old daughter
Chang Shuai was admitted to Harvard University.
Chang said he gave her daughter more
independence, did not set many other rules for her
and did not object to regular social activities.
Chang, when asked about Tiger Mother and
parenting, strongly disagreed with Amy Chua’s
approach and likened his own to that of a cat.
Since everyone is talking about “ Tiger Mother”
these days,people have nicknamed Chang a “Cat
Father,” and it fits. “ Educating children is just like
dancing waltz with them, and the steps are as

gentle as a cat’s,” says Cat Father. “Soft and

tender” are how he describes it, but with
reasonable discipline.
Confidence, kindness, honesty and

independence are the most important qualities to
develop in a child, Chang says. Chang disagrees
with Tiger Mother Amy Chua.
parents’ ideas on children, ignores their demands
and views kids as those being educated and
shaped,” he says,adding that parents can learn a
lot from their children.

“ She imposes

“She only seems to
cultivate children’s skills, while
personality and characteristics.
be the core of

ignoring their
“Respect should
family education,” Chang
concludes.

[ Step 2] Ask the students to give suggestions to the parents including their roles in family
education, the positive ways to help the nurturing and cultivation of kids, the
ways to avoid some negative influence and so on.

2. Do you know some differences between Chinese and American parenting styles?

[Step 1] Brainstorm some differences between Chinese and American parents

independence
+ interests - fame

- creativity
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- relationship with parents
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- psychological health - independence

[ Step 2] Give some examples to develop your view.

Differences in the cultivation of children’s independence
W American parents love their children but they educate them to be independent,and when their children
become adults,they ask them to live by themselves and make their own decision.
H Chinese parents often spoil their children and do everything for their children. For instance,in China, if
a child wants to buy expensive clothes, parents often make all-out effort to satisfy their child’s demand,

even sacrifice themselves.

3. Describe a challenging experience or opportunity you met in the university.
You should say .
Il What the challenge or opportunity is.
B How you overcome or grasp it.
W What you have learned from this experience.

[Step 1] The challenges in a university could be.

- time management - cultural customs

- get involved in new environment -+ academic burden

- learn new skills - peer pressure

- join different societies - weather and food

- local accent - read and write in academic English

[ Step 2] Pay attention to the key words “ challenging " ,“ what” ,“ how” etc.
l What the challenge or opportunity is?

| want to talk about an interpreting activity | attended five years ago when | was still a postgraduate.
Il How you overcome or grasp it?

It was on the occasion of a very important international academic conference hosted by my university.
The theme was about Higher Education Development and most of the guests were world-famous
scholars in Education and senior government officials working in related departments. Then luckily or
unluckily , the university appointed me to be the interpreter for one of the keynote speakers, David, who
was a department director. | was really freaked out in the beginning that | might screw up his lecture.
But | realized it was a great opportunity to practice my English and that | couldn’t let him down,so |
pulled myself together and got down to making preparation for his speech.
Bl What you have learned from this experience?

| did a good job and the university later gave me a reward. I've learned that your strongest enemy is
not others but yourself. Hard work will pay off.
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