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Forewor(l

Not long before the Beijing Olympic Games in 2008, I was
sitting in a coffee house and was contemplating about earthquakes
and other natural disasters. I thought about designing a tsunami-
warning device that could save lives. Suddenly I heard a kid crying.
She was perhaps three years old. Her grandmother started to hit her
and asked her to stop crying in an apologetic manner to appease me
as if I were the owner on the establishment and my business was
being adversely affected by the noise. I felt sad and only started to
remember the time in primary school where my best friends had
tears in their eyes after severe punishment including being whipped
by a mad or insane teacher, merely for not being able to memorize
the times-table (multiplication table) in one day.

[ felt sorry for the kid, so I drew a picture of a bird and gave
her. She became quiet and smiled. I told the grandmother that her
method was not the right way to make someone quiet and she
ought to find the root cause and fix it. Maybe the kid was hungry
or was suffering from some internal physical problem. Now, the
grandmother smiled and asked me to sign the paper as if I was
Picasso or Da Vinci.

A couple of days later, I was at the same place. An old man
walked towards me and said: “Please draw a bird for my grandson.”
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Apparently they had seen the crying event. I drew one and gave
them but the kid did not like it. The old man said that the bird was
too skinny. “We like fat birds in China.” I modified it and only
hoping that it was the last drawing of the day but many people came
near me and asked for a bird. I drew perhaps twenty-five chubby
birds and gave them.

Some were perhaps migrant workers who had been working on
the Beijing Olympic center also known as the Bird’s Nest. Maybe
they were going to take my drawings back to their hometowns in
Hebei, Anhui, Sichuan, Shandong or Hunan or other far places, as
souvenirs for their kids. They all smiled and I shall never forget that
moment of my life.

A high school girl from Beijing, who was studying her books
rigorously, with undivided attention, left her chair to buy something
and suddenly got close to my table and handed me a cup of coffee
and appreciated my act. She explained that she was preparing for
her university entrance exam. She then added:

“I want to be successful just like you and I want to study
psychology and help the living victims of the 2008 Sichuan
earthquake.”

[ was shocked to see such a nice girl with such a big heart and
a great mind so [ said, “You really consider me successful? I am not
a CEO and my name is neither Bill and nor Steve, and my major at
university was not psychology.”

“Success is not based on the amount of money you have earned
or accumulated or the skills you have developed in marketing.
Success is about reaching a point in your life that you can have
positive influence on others and change them to be better for
themselves and for the world. In my opinion you have achieved that



in your life.” She replied.

After a couple of hours I wished her luck and left the scene.
While walking towards my room I realized that the high school girl
was definitely influential and she already had put a big load on my
shoulders by her words. So, I decided to write more books.

Incidentally, one day I met a family whose kid had read one of
my books. They asked me why the bird did not have a name. They
made me feel as if the bird was a real person. I thought about it and
chose Boboli as the name for the main character in the next books.
Boboli is also the name of a beautiful garden in Italy. Those who
heard the stories first hand liked Boboli, and soon I realized that
Boboli could help the world and especially the kids who think life is
not easy and science may be hard.

The presentation here is about life, some history and facts
about science, combined with humor and art.
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Cartoons

BRFERLE, KNEIFHD.
Perhaps learning starts here for you but
you should never stop what may be the
easiest part of your life.



As they say, there is a time for everything,
and also a picture is worth thousand words.
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“From the parents who were once Olympian and
think and act as Olympians we can expect kids only
with Olympic spirit,” Boboli says.
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\ “No wonder everyone seems to be learning Chinese
nowadays,” Boboli says.




“There are crucial and critical times and moments
in life that you may think you know just about
everything but those are the moments that you
need to pay attention to your parents. You may
look big and very strong physically, but mentally
and psychologically you may not be prepared to
make the best possible decisions,” Boboli says.




“Being a teacher requires hard work and a lot of
patience. There are only a few creatures in the
world that truly accept the responsibility and are
willing and able to help in creating a better world,”
Boboli says.




“Without a goal or a dream you might as well
! close your eyes and sleep forever,” Boboli
says.




My advice to you is to go back to school
and stay away from all those bad kids
who do not listen to my advice.




