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Introduction

The origins of the judicial reform currently being pursued in Taiwan date back
to the eve of the 228 Incident, 1947. Due to the widespread official corruption
following the war in which law enforcement officers knowingly broke the law,
the local judicial personnel, answering to their own conscience, brought the
corrupt heads of government to justice, and called for judicial independence as
well as non-interference in trials by executive agencies.

Their persistent advocacy of human rights and the rule of law became a
chapter in Taiwan’s democracy, but they soon became the targets of government
killings and detention. The voice calling for judicial reform was subsequently
silenced, bringing in an era known for widespread fear and terror.
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