ABSTRACT

A dialect survey of the Pearl River Delta was conducted in 1986-90 and resulted
in a three-volume report published in 1987-90. As a sequel to that one, a survey is
being conducted in the North and West of Guangdong. This survey was started in
1992, and concentrates on Yue dialects only.

This survey is a joint project of the Jinan University of Guangzhou and the Hong
Kong Polytechnic (to be renamed as Hong Kong Polytechnic University in 1995).
It is co-sponsored by the 8th 5-year Social Sciences Research Programmes of
Guangdong Province, the Special Fund for Exchange with China of Hong Kong
Polytechnic and the Departmental Research Fund of the Department of Chinese,
Translation & Interpretation, also of Hong Kong Polytechnic.

The present volume is the first of a two-volume report on the 1992-93 survey. It
covers 10 locations in two different Municipalities in North Guangdong: urban
Shaoguan and counties Qujiang, Renhua and Lechang under the Shaoguan
Municipality; and urban Qingyuan and counties Yingde, Fogang, Lianshan, Lianxian
and Yangshan under the Qingyuan Municipality.

Chapter One is an overview of the distribution of the Yue dialects along the
reaches of the Beijiang River.

Chapter Two describes the respective phonologies of the 10 dialects.

Chapter Three compares the phonologies of the 10 dialects with Cantonese. It
includes a vast comparative morpheme-syllabary of 3810 monosyllabic morphemes,
with additional entries for Middle Chinese and Modern Beijing for the sake of
comparison.

Chapter Four compares the lexis and syntax of the 10 dialects with those of
Cantonese. It includes a vast comparative lexicon of 1248 items, with additional
entries for Putonghua for the sake of comparison and reference.

Chapter Five is composed of a series of maps each showing a set of isoglosses
pertaining to a particular taxonomic parameter for the purpose of distinguishing and
classifying the dialects.

Chapter Six presents, in both Chinese characters and the IPA, transcriptions of
selective materials of spontaneous discourse for all the 10 dialects.
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To facilitate reading, the following editorial principles must be noted:

1. The IPA is used for pronunciation transcription, with the numerical
version of the 5-point system for the transcription of tone.
example, 55 stands for high level, 53 a fall from high to mid-level, etc.

2. Wen-bai (or literary versus colloquial) pronunciation alternations are
indicated by a single underscore for bai and a double underscore for
wen. For pronunciation alternation due to lexical semantic change, the
context in which an alternation takes place is provided in smaller
typeface next to the Chinese character concerned. In case of
pronunciation modification, only the actual pronunciation after

modification is given.

3. For consistency and easy comparison, the principles for phonological
analysis as well as the phonological systems of Cantonese and Beijing
used in A Survey of Dialects in the Pearl River Delta are adopted in

the present report without modification.

4, The principle governing the use of Chinese characters for the
representation of dialectal lexical items is also adopted from A Survey
of Dialects in the Pearl River Delta. No attempt is made to rediscover
the "original characters", and the characters used by the masses in

daily life are followed.
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