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PREFALE

Readers may have noticed that the subject words in the title
of the book arc “roots music.” It sounds that the words are too
big in terms of a discussion of American music. I had a hard time
making my mind to use these words for the book title. I use the
expression “roots music,” because I believe it is broader in mean-
ing than the term “folk music” and can cover a greater variety of
American traditional musics. What’s more, I don’t intend this
book to be a textbook useful only to music students. Instead, I
intend to write a book to introduce to the Chinese public the
whole history of American roots music in as humorous a style as
possible. Since the book is written for college students, young
workers, musical fans, and the well-educated cager to learn about
musical culture in American history, I try to avoid the tone of
instructing and to talk about the history with as many interesting
storics illustrated by pictures as I can. The reader will often find
bits of gossipy news in the book. The news might not be taken as
factual. I intend the reader to laugh while learning and thinking.
Although the tone and the style are not scholarly and the book
does not have professional terms, scholarly researches are an
essential foundation. One of the purposes of the book is for the
reader to see and lcarn how American roots music has been crea-
ted by Americans and under what specific social circumstances,
and how historical events arc related to musical clements. [
believe that without a discussion of profound historical precipita-
tion, it is impossible to catch a whole picture of American roots

music. The term American roots music also shows this idea.
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