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Abstract

Nowadays the world is known for great social transformation. Some people cannot
maintain their daily life except for special help, and the old is one of such typical
group. The so — called old age support has dragged great attentions from the public all
over the world.

In recent years, China’s old age support system has met great challenge, which
needs solutions from the academia. However, there is some deficiency in relevant re-
search. This situation calls for new old age support research from some kinds of new
perspective.

Normally, the problem of old age support should include why to help the old?
Who help them? How to help? And what kinds of help the old can or should be of-
fered? The author believes that, the problems of old age support can be resolved with
different means in different societies. However, what matters are people’s attitudes to-
wards the old. In another words, the roles given to the old from the society decide how
the problems of old age support can be resolved. The paper tries to define the old age
support from the perspectives of people’s attitudes towards the old. In this paper, the
old age support means the old receive mental comfort and material support deriving
from their roles in the society. Base on this definition, the paper introduce a new re-
search field for the old age support, which the proposition ‘the Institutional base of
the old age support’ points to. This proposition means that the support the old receive
from the society deriving from their roles in the society, and such roles must relate
with relevant social institution systems. Furthermore, the author believes that there
must be some core culture elements behind the whole different visage between China
and western countries. An answer from the academia is ‘the family’ . The paper choo-

ses the perspective of ‘ family culture’ to explore how the family influences the above
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social institution systems which relate with the roles the old receive from the society.
To sum up, this paper tries to explore the Institutional base for the old age support in
China and western countries under the circumstance of each family culture, and tries
to draw some comparisons.

This paper is made up of a preface and ten chapters.

In preface, the author puts forward the subject of this paper. Firstly, the author
introduces the backgrounds of the old age support research and the origin of this
paper’s research subject. Secondly, the author presents the old age support research in
existence and gives some comment. Thirdly, the author puts forward the methods used
in this paper. Finally, the author explains the innovation of this paper, and points out
some further research for this paper.

In chapter 1, the author elaborates on the subject of this paper. At first, the au-
thor gives the definition to the family culture and the old age support with some addi-
tional discussion. Then the author describes the proposition ‘ the Institutional base of
the old age support’ , and puts forwards its framework. In the end, a brief introduc-
tion is given to the family culture origins for the Institutional base for the old age sup-
port.

Chapter2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9 are the main body of this paper.

In Chapter 2, the author draws some comparisons between China’s family culture
and western family culture. From chapter 3 to chapter 8, the author explores the Insti-
tutional base of the old age support in traditional China and western counties, and tries
to figure out their family culture origin. In chapter 9, the author looks forward to the
future Institutional base of the old age support in traditional China and western coun-
ties, basing on the foreground of each family culture.

In Chapter 10, the author provides the conclusion of this research, and gives
some suggestions to China’s old age support system.

The paper’s main innovations are as follows:

First, this paper gives a new definition to the old age support, which bases on the
perspectives of people’s attitudes towards the old. That is the old receive mental com-
fort and material support deriving from their roles in the society. This definition em-
phasizes the research on the olds roles and social class in certain society, which pro-
vides a new way to understand old age support in different social surroundings, espe-

cially culture surroundings.
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Second , this paper describes the proposition ‘ the Institutional base of the old age
support’ , and puts forwards its framework. This proposition implies a new research
field for the old age support. Furthermore, this paper has come to some conclusions on
the Institutional base of the old age support for China and the west, which involve eth-
ic base, law base, religion base, education base, politics base and economy base.

Third, this paper provides some contribution on the exploration of old age support
system with China’s characteristics. On one hand, this paper proposes some principles
for the building of China’s indigenous old age support system. On the other hand, this
paper discusses a framework for China’s indigenous old age support system. In addi-
tion, this paper discusses the development of Institutional base for above propositional

China’s indigenous old age support system.

Keywords: old age support, Institutional base, family culture,

comparison between China and the west
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