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The Writing Process 51

Chapter A Prewriting
Chapter B Drafting
Chapter C Revising
Chapter D Editing
Chapter E Publishing

Good plans are the first step of the building process. Workers follow
the plans at each stage of the work. Planning is an important first
step in writing, too. What kinds of things do you think writers plan?

WP1



Ideas for writing can
come from many
sources, like science
and your own
imagination.

H. G. Wells (1866-1946)
studied to be a scientist.
Later, he used his
scientific knowledge

in his writing. Wells
became famous when
he wrote The Time
Machine. This science-
fiction novel tells about
a man who travels into the
future. Wells also wrote
The War of the Worlds.
It is a story about aliens
from Mars that land on
Earth. The Martians
invade Earth and try

to take it over.

WP2 The Writing Process

Learning Objectives “>]H1Y

e Understand a writing assignment.

* Brainstorm ideas for writing.

* Choose and focus a topic for writing.

Gather supporting details for an assignment.

Use an outline to organize details.



Chapter

Words to Know il

writing process

prewriting

writing assignment
topic
brainstorming
main idea

details

outline

a five-step process for wrmng that mcludes prewrmng, drofhng,
revising, edifing, and publishing

the planning stage of the writing process
a writing fask
the subject of a piece of writing

working with others fo list ideas for writing

the point a writer wants to make about a fopic

all the small parts of something that make up the whole

a plan that shows how a main idea and its detculs conneci
to each other , ,

writing process S{EiZE
(SRTA®R. itRl. BX
MER)
prewriting SHTAER
assignment [2'sainmont]
n {E5%
topic ['topik] n. (3L ZEHY)
B. (¥. &y =&
brainstorming B %
detail ['di:teil] n. 0%
outline ['autlain] n. 24§
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P
you start wnting?

WP4 The Writing Process

Understanding the Assignment T#E{EEE

riters turn words into sentences and paragraphs and
then into essays and stories. To do so, they follow
certain steps. These steps are called the writing process.

Prewriting is the first step of the writing process.

It is a time for thinking and planning before you write.
This is an important step in the writing process.

It makes writing easier because you do a lot of the
work before you even begin to write.

You will often get a writing assignment. The writing
assignment asks you to complete a writing task. During
prewriting, read the assignment carefully. Make sure
you understand what to do. That way, you can plan

a piece of writing that fills the assignment.

Read the following assignment. What does the
assignment ask you to do?

Decide what your favorite kind of music is. Write
a paragraph that explains why you like this type
of music. Give three reasons for your choice.

The key words in the assignment are underlined.
These key words will help you plan your writing. First,
the assignment gives a broad writing topic, or the
subject of the piece of writing. In this case, the topic
is your favorite kind of music. Next, it tells you to write
a paragraph that explains. Finally, the assignment tells
you to give three reasons for your choice.

Writing Proce 'Aetivily BE%LE

On a separate sheet of paper, copy the following
assignment. Underline the key words. Write how the
key words help you to plan your writing.

Write a paragraph about your favorite kind
of movie. Explain why you chose this kind of
movie. Give three reasons for your choice.



Choosing a Topic ##FE5

Brainstorming is one way to find writing topics.

To brainstorm, you work with a group to list as many
ideas as you can think of. Use a word web, like the
following one, to put your ideas on paper. At first,

do not judge or limit your ideas.

The first assignment on page WP4 asks you to write
about your favorite kind of music. The following word
web shows how a group of students brainstormed ideas
for this topic. Notice how the students put the topic
they are asked to write about, Favorite Kind of Music,
in the center rectangle. Then, they put their favorite
kinds of music in the surrounding circles.

Favorite Kind of Music

.

r

When you finish a word web, think carefully about
your ideas. Cross out any ideas you do not want

to write about. Place a star next to the one that
interests you most.

ing Process Activity 7 fi:3:5%;

The second assignment on page WP4 asks you to write
about your favorite kind of movie. Brainstorm ideas for
this paragraph. On a separate sheet of paper, make a
word web. Put the topic you are asked to write about in
the center rectangle. Then, put your favorite movies in
the surrounding circles. Cross out any ideas that you
do not want to write about. Use a star to mark the
topic you like most.

Chapter A - Prewriting WWP5



WP6 The Writing Process

Focusing the Topic ZEHFEE

Once you choose a topic, you need to focus it. When
you focus your topic, you make sure that everything you
write has to do with your topic. Have you ever looked
through a camera that is out of focus? Think about how
hard it is to understand what you are looking at. As you
focus the camera, things become clearer and easier to
see. The same thing happens when you focus your
topic. It becomes clearer and easier to understand.

To focus, or narrow, your topic, ask yourself if your
topic will work for the assignment. Decide whether you
have enough to say about the topic to fill a paragraph.
If not, you might need to choose a different idea. Be
careful, too, not to choose a topic that is too large for
one paragraph. If it is too large, you will have to focus
your topic.

When you narrow a topic, you make your topic smaller
by focusing on one part of it. You can use a word web
to do this. Next to your broad topic, list ideas to
narrow it. Then, choose a circle with one of the narrow
ideas. Next to that circle, write ideas to further narrow
the one in the circle you chose. Put a star next to your
favorite idea. This can be the topic of your paragraph.

Rock music videos
are fun to watch._/

Rock artists
that | enjoy. <&

Rock Music "

| have written some™
rock songs myself._

| like the sound and y
messages of roc_‘\, £

Think about the topic you chose for your paragraph
about movies. Use a word web to focus the topic.




Gathering Supporting Details &4

You have a topic to write about. Now you need to think
about what you want to say about the topic. This will
be your main idea. The next step is to gather details.
They are often called supporting details. These details
support the main idea of the paragraph. ‘

Usually you will need at least three details to support
your main idea. You can include more, though. The
important thing is to give enough examples so that
your ideas are clear.

To gather details, first list your main idea on a sheet of
paper. You may already know something about the topic
you will write about. If so, you can list the supporting
details that you want to use in your paragraph.

Topic: Rock is my favorite kind of music.

Main Idea: | like the sound of rock music and the messages
in the songs.

Supporting Details: The lyrics tell about real-life situations.
The ideas in the songs make me think. Rock music has a
good beat that | can dance fo.

Notice how the student used details to support the
main idea.

Look at the movie topic you chose to write about. On a
separate sheet of paper, list several details to support
your main idea.

e Writing Process
B{EiE

Why is it important to
focus the topic before
you gather details? (See
The Writing Process,
page WP6.)

lyrics ['liriks] n. (pl.) Fkidl

Chapter A - Prewriting WP7
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English and
 Technology
 RiEE{ESHiRE

You can always use
_a word-processing

program to save and
organize your notes.

Taking notes helps you to keep a record of the
information you find. One way to take notes is to
answer the wh- questions. The wh- questions are Who?
What? When? Where? and Why? As you look through
books, magazines, and the Internet ask yourself the wh-
questions. The answers to these questions are usually
important details.

One student read the following paragraph in a book
about rock music. Her notes are shown below.

Bob Mitchell and The Rockets was a famous rock
band. Their song “Rock and Roll Around the
World” was recorded in 1964. It was the band’s
first worldwide hit. Young listeners felt that the
song said what they were thinking and feeling.

WP8 The Writing Process

* Who was the first famous rock band? .
. DBob Mitchell and The Rockets

, What did they do?
recorded "Rock and Roll Around the World"

_ When was it recorded?
in 1964

* Where was it a rock hit?
worldwide

‘ Why was it such a big hit?
I+ said what young listeners were

thinking and feeling.

Writing Process Activity 5Escik

Think about the kind of movie you want to write about.
Use the wh- questions to take notes about that kind of
movie. Write your notes on a separate sheet of paper.



Organizing Details in an Outline %I {4, AL

Once you have enough details, you need to organize
them. A good way to organize details is to create

an outline, or a plan that shows how a main idea and
the details connect to each other.

Look at the following outline. Notice that the writing
topic is listed first. It has the Roman numeral I next
to it. The main idea is listed next. The capital letter A
shows the main idea. Finally, each detail is listed under
the main idea. The details are numbered from 1 to 3.

. Rock is my favorite kind of music.

A. | like the sound of rock and the messages
in the lyrics.

1. The lyrics tell about real-life situations.
2. The ideas in the songs make me think.
3. It has a good beat that | can dance fo.

This sample outline is for just one paragraph.
Sometimes, you will have to write longer pieces.
Then, you can add more sections to your outline.

- Writing Process Activity S{Esik

On a separate sheet of paper, organize your ideas about
your favorite kind of movie. Use your topic, main idea,
and supporting details to create an outline.

' Brush Up on the Basics

|
{
t-

|
|

_ ARTLE

Use complete sentences

when you include

details in your writing.

(See Grammar 1 in the

| Reference Guide.)

|

Chapter A - Prewriting WP9



Writers follow a series of steps called the writing process.

—r

Prewriting is a time for thinking about and planning what you will \;vrite.

- During prewriting, make sure you understand your writing assignment.
| Look for key words that will help you plan your writing.

Brainstorming is a way to find a writing topic. Brainstorming means
thinking about and listing different ideas.

Choose a writing topic that fits the assignment. You may have to focus,
| or narrow, your topic to cover it in one paragraph.

Once you have a topic, think about what you want to say about the topic.
This statement is the main idea of the paragraph.

Gather details to support the main idea of a paragraph. When taking
notes, answer the wh- questions to find important details.

 Make an outline, or plan, before you write. Use the topic, main idea, and
i supporting details as the parts of the plan.

Vocabulary Review il & -]
Match each term in the box with its meaning.
Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

1. the planning stage of the writing process
2. thinking about and listing ideas for writing

. the small parts that make up the whole

. a plan that lays out the main part of your writing
writing assignment

. a writing task that is given to a student

3

4

5. what your topic is about

6

7. the subject of a piece of writing
8

. a five-step process for writing

WP10 The Writing Process
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Chapter Quiz AZ:l
Complete the following items. Write your answers
on a separate sheet of paper.

1.

2,

Why is it important to read the assignment
carefully before you begin to write?

How would you use brainstorming to find ideas
for writing?

Why is it important to focus, or narrow,

a writing topic?

What do details add to a piece of writing?
What are two ways to find supporting details
for a paragraph?

Why is it wise to make an outline before you
begin to write?

How can an outline help you to organize
your topic?

Critical Thinking 7 E8%

What are three reasons prewriting is an important step
in the writing process? Write your answer on a separate

sheet of paper.

Writing Activity 5Escik

P Test Tip  Jllit#Rw
Read all of the questions first.
Then, begin to answer the
questions you are sure of.

Suppose you get an assignment to write a paragraph about

your favorite movie. Prepare for the assignment by doing
some prewriting. On a separate sheet of paper, begin with

brainstorming. Write your main idea and gather supporting
details. Then, create an outline for your paragraph.

Chapter A - Prewriting  WP11



Drafting is a time to get
ideas down on paper.

Arthur Conan Doyle
(1859-1930) was a doctor.
He wrote drafts of stories
while waiting for patients
to come to his office.

One day, Doyle created
the famous detective
Sherlock Holmes. Stories
about Holmes became

so popular that Doyle
gave up medicine to write
full-time. Two of his
best-known Sherlock
Holmes novels are A Study
in Scarlet and The Hound
of the Baskervilles.

WP12 The Writing Process

Learning Objectives -“%:]HY

« Choose a purpose for writing.

« Identify the audience.

» Develop a first draft of a paragraph.

« Write a topic sentence for a paragraph.

« Write the body of a paragraph.

» Write a concluding sentence of a paragraph.

» Use a checklist to review your draft.



Chapter

purpose

topic sentence £ EA]
concluding sentence

ZEA

restate ['ri:'steit] v. Hik,

B
checklist (XtHR)E

e

Chapter B - Drafting WP13



Choosing Your Purpose for Writing WESEER

Before you begin to write, ask yourself, Why am I
writing? The answer is your reason, or purpose, for
writing. There are four main purposes for writing.
These purposes are to explain, to persuade, to inform,
and to describe.

Some writing assignments tell you your purpose for
writing. Have you ever had to tell someone how
something works? If so, your purpose was to explain.
Have you ever tried to ask someone to believe in
something? Then, your purpose was to persuade.

persuade [pa'sweid] v.
Wl (i Some writing assignments tell you your purpose. When
o ‘ you give facts and details, your purpose is to inform.
When you show someone what someone or something
looks like, your purpose is to describe. Knowing

your purpose will help you choose ideas and details

to include in your writing.

Think about the paragraph you plan to write about
your favorite kind of movie. What is the purpose
of your paragraph? On a separate sheet of paper,
explain how you chose your purpose for writing.

WP14 The Writing Process



