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Preface of World Tort Law Society Series

In August 2011, I was in Shanghai, presiding the Second International Fo-
rum on Civil Law. During my stay in Shanghai, I had a great talk at a bar with
some of the most prestigious scholars of tort law study from all over the world.
Gathering at that occasion were Prof. Ken Oliphant, Director of Institute for Eu-
ropean Tort Law of Austrian Academy of Science, Prof. Ellen S. Pryor from
SMU, Prof. Donal Nolan from Worcester College of Oxford University, Prof.
Mark Lunney from University of New England, and Prof. Hui YAO from
Renmin University. I said “why don’t we set up an international organization for
tort law study, so that we can gather together regularly, exchange the latest find-
ings in our respective countries? The efforts will surely promote the development
of tort law studies of the world. ” My suggestion was supported by all that pres-
ented, and we discussed in detail the organizational procedures of World Tort
Law Society (hereinafter refer to as “WTLS” ). We invited Prof. Helmut Kozi-
ol, Director of the European Center of Tort and Insurance Law as President, and
Executive Board was formed to take charge of the organizational work of WTLS.
The members of the Executive Board are Prof. Oliphant, Prof. Michael D.
Green from Wake Forest University and I. I was chosen to direct the preparatory
work of the Inaugural Meeting and the 1" Academic Conference. Prof. Oliphant
was responsible to draft the cases for discussion. The 1* Academic Conference
was originally planned to be held in 2012, but to make this milestone event even
more remarkable, we decided to put off the conference to September 2013 in
Harbin. Now, as the inauguration day is drawing close, the WTLS Series, as a
preparatory part of the conference, are in the process of publication. It will be
presented as a special gift for the conference.

The suggestion that WTLS should be organized was based on the fact that

the studies of tort law are integrating and evolving around the world. I think one
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of the prominent characteristics of today’s tort law study is the increasing world
influence of research efforts directed by three major groups. One is ALI, whose
persistent efforts have won a world gravity for the Restatement of the Law of
Torts. Another one is featured by European uniformed tort law study, especially
contributed by European Group on Tort Law directed by Prof. Koziol, and the
Study Group on a European Civil Code directed by Prof. Christian von Bar.
Then finally, the East Asian countries. The promulgation and implementation of
China’s Tort Liability Law has a great impact on the world. In 2010, Academy
for East — Asian Tort Law was established. Despite its short history, we are oh
the way to make a “Model East — Asian Tort Law”. Based on these achieve-
ments, we are of an opinion that a common organization should be formed,
where scholars and experts from all over the world are given a chance to discuss
the topics and cases of common concern. It is hoped that the comparative meth-
ods may give them more insights, which will in turn transform into the forces to
promote the legislation and legal practice of their respective countries and re-
gions. We believe that by doing so, WTLS will contribute to the development of
the tort laws around the world.

The Executive Board of WTLS establishes that the members of the Society
should be experts of tort law in their countries or regions. The conference is held
annually. A theme is determined for each conference, and cases based on the
theme are prepared for discussion. Members are expected to produce reports on
how legal regulations and rules of their respective countries and regions deal with
the cases. It is aimed that similarities and differences of tort law regulations of
different jurisdictions are found. In this way, different approaches varying from
country to country can be appreciated, and the members’ efforts to integrate and
unify different opinions may promote the development of tort laws around the
world.

The Executive Board of WTLS hopes that this operating mode will make
WTLS a home for scholars from all over the world to communicate with each oth-
er, a center for comparative study of tort law, and a forum for publication of re-
search findings. It is with this purpose, WTLS Series is edited and published. It
is concentrated with the essence of research efforts of WTLS members and schol-

ars from different countries and regions, and it reflects the latest trends of tort

004



law studies in the world. It is expected that new pieces will be added to the se-
ries. We also hope that more readers will join us in promoting world peace and
development by turning their eyes on our activities, the WTLS Series, the gener-

al trend of integration and development of world tort law study.

Director of Research Center for Civil and Commercial Jurisprudence
of Renmin University
Member of the Executive Board of World Tort
Law Society
Prof. Lixin YANG
July 18", 2013
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