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Preface to Research Library of
Manchu - Tungusic Languages and Cultures

In the endless proceeding of human civilization, peoples of various
nationalities have existed and multiplied, and throughout history, the ad-
vancement of human society has been characterized by contacts and har-
mony, conflicts and wars, expansion of territory, creation of civilization,
as well as collective promotion and coordinated development. During dif-
ferent historical periods, languages and the cultural essence of different
nationalities have played, and are still playing an important role in
strengthening national cohesion, inspiring national enthusiasm, and en-
couraging national development. Language and culture of every nationality
constitute a major component of human civilization, serve to pass on hu-
man history, and lay the national foundation of human spiritual drive. In
a word, they are precious cultural assets passed on from generation to
generation.

Today’s world has witnessed rapid and vigorous development in sci —
tech and human civilization. Frequent and close contacts, exchange and
cooperation have featured the relationship between individuals, nationali-
ties or states, so that the distance between them are gradually being nar-
rowed and their friendship enhanced. All these factors have had a great
impact on accelerating globalization and molding a peaceful and promising
future for mankind. Meanwhile, the general trend of historical develop-
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ment characterized by pluralism and integration has highlighted the value
and importance of a nation’s unique culture and its connotation, especial-
ly those of nations which still keep intact ancient civilization and social
fabric of early stages. Today, many scientific propositions beyond expla-
nations may well find the answers or at least some clues from the develop-
ment of nationalities. It is for this reason that Manchu — Tungusic lan-
guages and cultures research bear special importance and significance.
Manchu — Tungusic languages form one of the three branches of Al-
taic family. Its speakers once spread throughout Eurasia, mainly in north
China, Siberia, Barhu region of the Republic of Mongolia, and Hokkaido
region, Japan. Within the boundary of P R. China, Manchu — Tungusic
languages mainly include Manchu, Sibo, Hezhen, Ewenki, Orogen, and
the once — existing Nuchen. Speakers of these languages are mainly dis-
tributed in Heilongjiang Province, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region,
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, etc. Manchu — Tungusic languages
are sub — divided into two groups, Manchu and Tungusic. The former
consists of Manchu, Nuchen and Sibo; the latter Ewenki, Orogen,
Ewenki, Ewen. Niekidar, Hezhen, Nanai. Uriqi. Rok. Oroqi.
Udekai. etc. Some argue that Hezhen and Nanai fall into the first catego-
ry. Besides close ties with Mongol and Turkic, Manchu — Tungusic lan-
guages are also interrelated in innumerable ways with Ayinu in Japan,
Japanese, Korean, Eskimo in the US, Canada, etc, Inuit, American In-
dian, etc. Among these nationalities still remain various forms and char-
acteristics of human civilization in early stages. Mystery and radiation fea-
ture the relationship between them; complexity their historical derivation,
and diversity their cultures and customs. Besides, the ancestors of
Manchu people had risen up and became powerful many times in history,
and they had successively founded Bohai State, Jin Dynasty and the uni-
« 2.
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fied Qing Dynasty, leaving us valuable legacies of feudal states with u-
nique national and cultural characteristics. In view of their political and
military achievements, rising up and declining, brilliance and downfall,
Manchu people and their culture have distinguished themselves in Chinese
history and human civilization. Their development with its unique features
have rendered us precious experiences and lessons. So, world — wide at-
tention is now going to Manchu — Tungusic languages and cultures re-
search, an international academic focus.

In the 20th century, thanks to the ceaseless efforts and studies of
experts and scholars throughout the world, Manchu — Tungusic languages
and cultures research has scored great successes and seen the emergence
of outstanding talents in large numbers. Experts specialized in Manchu
studies and Manchu — Tungusic languages are distributed throughout the
world, mainly in China, Japan , US, Korea, Mongolia, Britain,
France, Germany, ltaly, Russia, Canada, Finland, Portugal, Norway,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, etc. From the perspectives of linguistics, ethnolo-
gy, anthropology, culture, history, sociology, religion, literature, folk-
lore, etc, experts have carried out extensive and thorough research con-
ceming Manchu — Tungusic languages, their history, culture, economy,
religion, archives, arts, folkways, ecological environment, etc. Fruitful
academic results include more than 800 works and dictionaries on Manchu
studies and 100 odd on Sibo, Hezhen, Ewenki and Orogen studies. Peri-
odicals such as Manchu Language, Manchu Nationality, Manchu Studies,
and SAKSAHA, etc have published large amounts of the latest achieve-
ments in their respective fields, therefore adding to the vigor and vitality
of Manchu — Tungusic languages and cultures research. As the backbone
in this field, China has exhibited unparalleled advantages in theories,
and played the leading role in making Manchu — Tungusic research more
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systematic, theoretical and scientific.

Great achievements have also been made in the field survey of
Manchu — Tungusic languages and cultures. During the 30 years between
1940s and 1970s, Chinese scholars had conducted complete and system-
atic surveys on Manchu — Tungusic languages and collected large amounts
of first — hand information and data. During the 10 years of 1980s, schol-
ars and experts had many a time gone to the inhabiting regions of
Manchu, Sibo, Hezhen, Ewenki and Orogen, thoroughly investigating
their languages and thereafter collecting valuable first — hand materials.
Heilongjiang Manchu Language Research Institute has, since its founding
in 1983, been investigating Manchu language and culture in the North-
east, especially the still — existing Manchu language spoken in some vil-
lages in Heilongjiang where Manchu people live in compact communities.
From 1980s till the beginning of the 21st century, Chinese government,
together with the international community, has attached great importance
to rescuing languages on the verge of extinction, and meanwhile, hi —
tech and its rapid development have brought forth advanced modem e-
quipment. Therefore a new era has been ushered witnessing the rescue,
survey, development and utilization of Manchu — Tungusic languages and
cultures .

Since 1990s, some scholars have also broken down the barriers be-
tween disciplines, conducted comprehensive interdisciplinary studies on
relevant issues, and achieved important breakthroughs, such as the com-
parison between language and culture, language and history, language
and relative language, language and anthropology, all of which have
added to the vigor and vitality of their respective field and enhanced
Manchu - Tungusic research to a new height.

Manchu — Tungusic research has also made great strides forward in
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