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Chinse Culture and History and love tourism from all over the world.
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Preface

I first met YANG Guohua in London in the Summer of 2005. when he had already studied and worked for some time there. He and 1
talked enthusiastically together and he helped me in many ways. Later he returned briefly to China and showed me books that he had
already had published-such as, The Discovery and Researching of Guo State Tombs and Sanmenxia Archaeological Collected Works
which demonstrated to me the standard of his academic achievements. He mentioned at this time that he was writing a further book,
namely, World Heritage in China: this is due to be published in two versions. one in Chinese and one in English. He explained to me
that, in writing this book, his heartfelt wish is that the people of Great Britain and of Europe can further appreciate the culture and

history of China and the depth of his feelings persuaded me to agree with him.

The contact, exchange and mix of Chinese and Western culture have been very significant trends, influences and movement in the
history of the world. In 1998. I conducted an academic seminar “Forward to the 21" Century-China and Foreign Cultural Conflict and
integration” at Beijing Language and Culture University. | have always felt that the dimensions of current trends and movement are
very wide. Generally speaking, Chinese people understand Western culture and Western people understand Chinese culture-a process
which has mutually enhanced many generations. However, the process continues and.\if you will allow me to say so. there is still much

to be learnt from each other™.

The Western study and research of Chinese history and culture is called “Sinology™. The word “sinology™ originated in Europe and in
the United Kingdom. Everyone knows that British scholars have made a significance contribution towards the development of Sinology.
For instance, James Legge (1815-1897), who was the first Professor to teach in Chinese at Oxford University, translated many differ-
ent kinds of classical Chinese books during his lifetime: Thomas Francis Wade (1818-1895), who was the first Professor to teach in
Chinese at Cambridge University and Herbert Allen Giles (1845-1935), who created the Romanisation System for Chinese characters.
They and many other British Sinologists are not forgotten by us. They introduced ancient Chinese history and the splendour of its
civilisation to Britain and Western people. I have already referred to YANG Guohua'’s profound wish to deepen the knowledge of

British and other Western countries of China and there is still much to be done.

Introducing and expounding the World Heritage Sites of China is a part of the important process of developing the interchange of these
cultures. China acceded to the UNESCO Convention on World Culture and Nature Heritage in winter 1985. Since 1986, China has 35
Sites listed on the World Heritage list. They include 25 Cultural Heritage Sites, 6 Natural Heritage Sites and 4 Cultural and Natural
Mixed Heritage Sites . There are 4 examples of Intangible Culture Heritage. YANG Guohua’s book World Heritage in China has

explained and illustrated very detail of each site.

“Yichan™ is heritage which comes from heres in Latin and has the meaning of tradition. Every country and nation in the world has
tradition and formed various forms of heritage. Cultural Heritage is the crystallization and embodiment of a country’s and a nation’s
history. Natural Heritage cannot be separated from the cultural environment of each country. Therefore. the more knowledge there is
of every country’s own culture and heritage, better the people of the world will understand and know countries other than their own and

this in turn promotes association and communication between them.

However, every country’s cultural and natural heritage is part of the whole world and is a precious resource to be unanimously
cherished by everyone. The title of YANG Guohua's book “Zhongguo Shijie Yichan™, World Heritage in China, is therefore most
evocative of this concept. Joseph Needham (1900-1995). a British scholar who held a similar view, specialized in research in Chinese

Science and technology. called his great book namely, Science and Civilisation in China.

YANG Guohua has written this book with painstaking care and energy. He has worked and researched his subject with scrupulous
application. He has visited and photographed each site and looked at a vast quantity of material. There are more than 500 pages in this

wonderful book. For these reasons I am recommending his book to you.

Li Xuegqin

30" April 2007
At the Institute of Sinology, Tsinghua University
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