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PREFACE

This July 8 is the 200th Anniversary of the foundation of Changchun City. Compared
with other ancient Chinese cultural cities boasting their long history, Changchun is
certainly a young brother. However, in the past two centuries, the world’s political
and economical patterns had gone through so much drastic changes, many of the im-
portant events during this period had more or less influenced the growth of
Changchun City. It would be extremely meaningful for us to cast a retrospect at the
city’s extraordinary history of 200 years. It will surely help us to draw lessons from
the past, and to carve out a bright future for our mother city.

Changchun might be Lalled a_migration city. Since it took in form, it has experienced
too much within its . More than 200 years ago, striving for subsistence,
our ancestors broke through the “Osier Border Wall” into this so—called “Royal O-
riginated Homeland” of Manchu Qing Dynasty to cultivate the bordering wasteland.
Thus, these people became the earliesto angchun. More than 100 years
ago, two imperialist countries—Russia and Japa vaded into Changchun territory

relying on violence, hence WOum of initiative_development was rudely cut
off. After the September 18 Incident in 1931, under the - smge—handed plotting of
Japanese imperialists, the Puppet Manchukuo was founded, and Changchun as the

“capital” of that puppet state, was reduced to the status of a colony of the Japanese
imperialists. adilﬂl J’ “E?‘UZJ " @

Since the foundation.of new China, Changchun™ has (entered a brand—new echoic; The
reputation of “automobile city”™ and “film city” has been eulogized

the fame of “forest city” and “tech and cultural city” are well-known all over the
country. As a result of twenty year's reform and open door policy, Changchun city
has developed rapidly in every aspect. A modern metropolis is springing up on the
In the aspect of recording the 200 year history of Changchun systematically,

Changchun Bicentennial is up till now the first synthetical bilingual publication with
oral explanation and texts in both Chinese and English. Thinking of this fact, all sorts
of feelings well up in my mind. Comrade Xiaoping once said that, the long enclosure_
of the counUthma poverty, backwardness as well as a benighted men-
Jal condition. Today, Changchun is striding onto the stage of the world with confi-
dence and sense of pride. An open city should communicate with the world with a
generous and open—minded attitude. The compilation of Changchun Bicentennial is a
dedication with historical importance and full of pioneering spirit.

On the occasion of the publication of Changchun Bicentennial, [ wrote the above
words with pleasure as the preface of this book.

bicenterial [baisentenial] - 5@ 2

Mayor of Changchun City z: \

i_
June 6, 2000
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