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Preface

The rural areas of Shanghai Municipality have changed tremendously since the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China over 50 years ago, especially after the 3 Session of the 11" Congress of the Communist Party
of China. The socialist new modern rural areas which suit the image of the world metropolis have been developing.
Then, how can one find the historical traces? Now the “Selections of Folk Articles Used in Shanghai Rural
Areas”compiled by Mr. Qian Minquan, member of Shanghai Collection and Appreciation Association, is telling and
reminding the readers of the tracks casually left by the history.

Mr. Qian Minquan, in his spare time, devoted plenty of his energies to the collection and storage of the traditiond
peasants’ production tools and daily consuming articles which are gradually obsolete in the Shanghai rural areas.
These tools and articles, which seen strange to the metropolitans and forgotten to the rural people, were the
material foundation of the peasants living. And nowadays such things have been quietly given up from the
peasants’life. Such change reflects the development of the society and the progress of the age. It is from this point
of view that, what Mr. Qian Minquan stored are not only articles but also folk custom and unforgettable history. The
author compiled this picture book, which contents are peasants” tools and articles, in order to make a deep
impression of the past on the contemporary people and let them further understand on what basis the economy of
the current Shanghai rural areas has developed and the living conditions of the peasants have been improved.
The pictures in this book are imbued with local colour, which are in sharp contrast with the momentum of the
modernization of the rural areas of Shanghai Municipality. However, it is so harmonious for here to lie the coher-
ence of the old and the modern society and the connexion of yesterday and today.

Who knows history, who knows future. Reading this picture book is of positive significance for people to know the
past, to treasure the present, to describe the future. And at the same time, after making the visual comparisons
between the old and new Shanghai rural areas, people might be affected by the achievements of the over 50 years
of the P.R. of China and the wiseness of the reform and opening policy. This picture book is one which implies
education within people’s appreciation. Therefore, it is both good for people’s cleverness and joy.

FENG GUO QIN
4.18.2000
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Preface II

When you open the "Seleotrons of Folk Artrcles Used in Shanghar Rural Areas“ you erI be mtoxrcated by the, .

marked local colour and fresh rural smell.

The historical materialism tells us that hrstory is created by the people and the people are the masters of hIS'[Ony"’ .

as well as the founder of the historical culture. However, the articles, which were used by the people and reflect
the people's real historical culture, are often forgotten by the people when they are exhrbrted as the cultural relics .
on historical culture exhibitions. We find more about the traces of kmgs and pnnces generals and ministers from
the items on drsptay Of course they are part of the historical culture and can not reflect the whole culture.

Such regret of unbalance of people's historical culture now can be compensated by this picture book compiled By
Mr. Qian Mmquan The old scenes of the peasants life shown by these vivid article pictures and characters

reappeared the remote historical style and features of the people living in Shanghar areas and have become the
chains linking the Shanghai people's cultural life of yesterday and today. -
From the point of view of modern phrlosophy and anthropology, the making thlngs of the human bemgs is the
extension and development of the human cultural life. Among these fine and beautiful pictures, these common
articles used in the daily life of the past are the crystallization of the masses of people who were born here and
grew up here and the collective life experience of the local people accumulated during the struggles with the

heaven and earth. And the materialized collective consciousness and collective unconsciousness have composed

the music of the contrnuance of our cultural life. Nowadays, the materialize outward appearance of the articles
mostly have been solidified as the cultural relics and some have transformed into new appearance. Yet the inner
collective life rnsplratlons are still overflowing the people's hearts. It is just like our physical lives bemg hereditary
bodies of our ancestors, our modern cultural lives can not be severed from the cultural life link contained in the
historical folk cultural relics either. The cultural sngmfrcance of the "Selections of Folk Artrcles Used in Shanghar '
Rural Areas" also lies herein.

Mr. Qian Minquan is an ordinary citizen. However, he i is the coltector who toves the folklore of rural areas. He has
been living and working since his "educated youth" career on the broad land of the suburbs of Shanghai. Witnessing
the disappearance of the pieces of the folk articles as the urban modernization of Shanghai is in process, he was
in a nervous state, going here and there to buy and preserve the folk articles with his low salaries year after year.
Although Mr. Qian's pocket was empty and he became thin, the disappearing Shanghai people's historical relics
were thus preserved and stored plentifully. Facing these cultural relics, we are very grateful to Mr. Qian Minquan
and show respect for him as a folklorist. | would like to express my truly gratrtude to Mr. Qlan Minguan and write
this Introductron

6.20.2000

‘Chen Qinjian

Vice Chairman of China Folklore Associative

Chair of Dept. of International ‘

Chinese Studies, East China Normal

University, Professor, Tutor of Doctorate Candidates
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