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When humans first began planting erops for food, birds were
there tn eat the crops. Since that time long ago, farmers have
searched for wavs to keep birds out of their [ields so that the
crops would not be damaged or lost,

Now a farmer in the State of California has found a new
way to prevent birds from eating his crops. The farmer Bart Fis—
her has designed a kind of kite that frightens most birds away,
Kites usually are made of cloth,paper or some other light material
that is stretched over thin pieces of wood., A kite can be
almost any shape as long as it can catech the wind. Tt is
tied to one end of the strong piece of string, then it can be
released into the air to fly on the wind., A person holds on to
the string to keep control of the kite so that it dees not blow
away on the wind., Mr. Tisher tried a number ol ways to keep
hirds especially lorned larks from eating his crops el lettuce, melons
and tomatoes. None of the method he tried worked well, Sohe
thought of unsing kites to scare the birds, He wmade the kites
in the shape and colonr of hawks, birds that kill other birds
for food.

Mr. Fisher began by putting six meter long pipes into the

around in and around his fields. Then he pat a bent piece of
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steel into the top end of each pipe so that the steel rod could
turn in circles around the top of the long pipe. IHe then tied
a long piece of string to each kite, Ie tied the other eund to
the steel rods sticking out of each pipe. This permitted the
kites to fly like birds over the field, moving with the wind
as its speed and direction changed.

Mr. Fisher has been using the kites over his fields [or more
than a year now. He says that crop—eating larks stay away from
the fields for about the first four days after he has put up the
kites. But after about four days, the braver birds start coming
to the edge of the field to eat, Mr, Fisher said that after
several more days they will begin going further into the fields
for food. He said that although the kites become less effective
as time goes by, the birds will never feed directly under one of
the hawk kites, Mr, Fisher uses one kite for about seven
hectares of farm land. He said that in the past, he employed
man with guns to shoot at the birds. By using kites,Mr, Fisher

has reduced his costs and his crop losses,
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New words and Expressions

Californialkeeli’fo:nja] n. MFFEEE (M) [FEHE]

frighten [/ fraitn] vt., FFBE

stretchstretf] vt.vi.n {H¥; FilE
string[striD] n £%; BT

horned [ho:nd] adj. BHAW

lark [la:k] n Z#. horned lark B HE
lettuce [/letis] n ;%E

melon [“melon] n F/K; PHR

scare [sk€9] vt. n. ﬁ%, i 7

hawk [ho:k] n. /&, %

bend [bend] vt. vi. n. (F) Zih; B
rod [rod] n 555 K

hectare [“hekta:] n ZH[

release [ri’lizs] vt, B BREE. n B
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American scientists have discovered evidence that some
genes change healthy cells into cancer cells. The scientists at
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore have discovered how
these genes may be able to do this. They helieve these genes are
normally inactive turned—off genes. Somehow they are turned on
and they change normal cell activity. Secientists say that learning
more about these genes could be a major step for understanding
cancer and its causes. In the latest study, Dr. Andrew Fineberg
aud Dr, Burtt Volkostein® took normal cells and cancer cells
from the colon, lungs and liver of five cancer patients. They
examined three genes in each of the normal and cancerous
cells, Two of the genes they studied are rtesponsible for
making blood. The other gene makes growth hormones. These
genes are normally inactive for turned off. Scientists say this
is shown by a covering of chemicals., The scientists found
that these genes were turned off in the normal cells they
studied, But in the cancer cells of four of the five patients
the same three genes did not have the chemical covering.
These genes in the cancer cells were turned on and were
free to invade other cells, The sciensists said this idea of

inactive genes being turned on may explain some unusual things
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about cancer. Cancer cells can move from one body organ to invade
another. This is an unusual thing for normal adult cells to do,
but it is common in the normel cells of developing unborn
embryos. Some cells in embryos invade other cells to develop
the body’s different organs. After the animal is horn these
genes are present throughout its life but are mnormally turned
off. But if these genes were turned on again they could cause
a normal cell to invade other cells as cancer cells do. Also
genes for fast growth normally are active oaly during the time
an animal is an embryo. If these genes were turned back on
in adult cells, they might create unusual growth such as the
growth seen in cancer cells, But scientists do not know if these
inactive genes(are)turned on to canse caneer or are turned on

when cells become cancerons. They say more research is needed

to find out why and how these genes change,
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New Words and Fxpressinns

gene [dgitn] n. K
cell [sel] n. #HE
cancer [“k&ns9] n. ¥
cancerous [/ Lkeensora- ] adj. Jui(ly
Baltimore [/bo:ltimo:] 2. L/RAYs [35ER ]
inactive [in”@ktiv] adj. “iGahil
colon [“kouloan] n. 514
lung [1aD7] n. Hii
liver [71ive] n. AT
hormone [“hotmoun] n. /5% M
adult [Zwdalt] adj. IV AN o BEA
invade [in’veid] vt. {FA
embryo [ /embrion] n. WEHR

unnsual [An’juigugl] adj.?:,«'sf%‘ﬁ’.i
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Recent studies in a number of industrial conutries show
that continuing loud noise is a threat to people’s hearing and -
health., The studies were done in the United States, Britain,
Sweden, Japan and other countries. They blamed modern civil-
ization and technology for the growing problem. These noiscs
include jet airplane sounds, loud music and even the common
sounds found in most homes and at work. Doctors have known
for a long time that extremely loud noises can cause hearing
damage or loss.

But two 7years ago members of America’s National
Academy of Sciences called for more careful investigation of
effects of noise on health and not just hearing. They said
existing studies showed that noise appears to seriously damage
the human body”s blood circulation system—the heart and blood
vessels. At least forty studies have linked noise to increases
in blood pressure, In one of these studies Ernest Peterson of
the University of Miami School of Medicine investigated the
effects of commonly heard noises on monkeys. The monkeys
developed continuing high blood pressure after only nine months
of hearing noises heard every day by people in their homes and

at work. Scientists from the University of Oregon studied children
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who attended the school near the busy Los—Angeles California
Internatinnal Airport. Each day the children heard the extre-
mely loud sounds of jet airplanes taking off and landing. The
study showed that these children had higher blood pressure than
children who attended schools in quieter areas. A study at the
University of Wisconsin showed that common noises in the
home cause increased tension. These noises include the sounds
of loud voices and such labor saving devices as electric  [ood
mixers and washing machines. Studies in Britain and the
United States seem to show that persons who live in especially
noisy areas suffer more mental problems. These persons also
generally need more medical care than persons who live in
quieter areas. Howcver a number of scientists said that all of
the studies done so far have failed to consider related infor-
mation such as age, social and cconomic conditions and a
number of other things. They said this information must be
included in any further studies of the cffects of mnoise on

human health,
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New Words and Expressions

Sweden [“switdn] n. B
blame [bleim] vt. #Hfili; F#&
extremely [iks’trizmli] adv. # (Jgih) 5 FEH
academy [9"keedomi] n. BAZEPE; K Fipett

the academy of sciences FHERT
investigation [investi’geifon] n. % ; JHEHR
cirenlation [s9:kju’leifon] n.JG%0 ;s BAT

blood circulation system Jﬁ[(&f]ﬁﬂ\;ﬁszﬁ
vessel [“vesl] n. %55 el

blood vessel [fil %
Miami [mai’eemi] n. EP0% [EE#E ]
monkey [/mADki] n. ¥E; FERK
Oregon [’:)rigsn] n. HREIA (W) [£HE]
Los Angeles [los’@ndzil:z] n. [B¥ 8 [FH]
Wisconsin [wis’konsin] n. EUA-HERE (M) [£H]
tension [’ten_fan] n. %ﬂ"i
mental [“mentl] adj. ¥y & HH
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