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Preface to the Authorized Chinese Translation

My family was originally from Shanghai. I attended high
school in Brazil, where the family had eventually emigrated. I
then moved to the United States, obtaining my undergraduate
degree from Princeton University and my graduate degree from
Harvard University. In 1979, I was in the first delegation of
Chinese American theoretical physicists to visit China and I had
the honor and pleasure of meeting Chairman Deng Xiaoping.
Since then, I have enjoyed visiting China many times. In
particular, in recent years I have spent time at the Center for
Advanced Study at Tsinghua Univeristy. I hope to continue to visit
China in the future.

In an effort to bring the joy and beauty of theoretical physics
to the general public I wrote two books: Fearful Symmetry and
Einstein’ s Universe. My books were translated into German,
Japanese, Korean, and are being translated into Spanish. I was
rather disappointed that while they were translated immediately
into Japanese they were not translated into Chinese initially.
Later, an unauthorized Chinese translation appeared, and my

disappointment turned into annoyance. Not only did the publisher
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not ask me for permission, they also committed the unforgivable offense of inventing a
false name for the author on the cover. In Chinese culture, it is certainly offensive to
arbitrarily change somebody else’s name.

Thus, I’m extremely happy that Tsinghua University Press, with all its preste, has
now brought out authorized translations of my two books. I am also delighted that the
translation is being done by Professor Chang Lee, with his wonderful mastery of
English and Chinese. The reader of these authorized translations can be assured that
the translations are accurate. In contrast, the pirated editions contain numerous
errors. I am also pleased that my books are being published by Tsinghua University
Press, given my scientific association with Tsinghua University mentioned above.

I hope you enjoy reading about the joy and beauty of modern theoretical physics.
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