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Preface

Sino-African relationship has continually occupied an important and strategic
part in the development of China’s foreign relations over the past six decades.
As the starting point for china to connect with the outside world, the Sino-
African relationship has come to a new stage with worldwide significance.
After entering the 21 century, the African continent is undergoing a new
reform. Since the establishment of the Sino-African Forum in 2000, the
cooperative relation is faced with a new historical chance. This also applies to
the tourism relationship between China and Africa. If dealt with properly.
the relationship will surely take on a new level. This will not only have a
significance on the Chinese tourism development, but also have various
effects on the trend of the reform and transition of global tourism industry.

As a cradle of human civilization, Africa, with its long history, vast
territory, abundant resources, unique culture and large population, is still
the poorest continent in the world to this day, with an urgent need for
economic development. And one of the best ways to develop its economy is
the utilization and development of its tourist resources. South Africa, the
leading country in Africa, is a role model for other African countries in terms
of history, politics, economy, culture, transportation. telecommunication,
and tourism, having a huge influence upon other African countries. This
thesis attempts to make an in-depth analysis of, a research on and a forecasting
about the characteristics, competition, competitiveness and the future trend of
South Africa’s tourist market, in order to produce a comprehensive and
systematic proposal on tourist issues of South Africa as well as the African
continent at large in terms of resources, market, products and industrial
structure. This thesis might be able to fill the gap as there is not yet any
comprehensive study on tourism as a way to get rid of poverty and
backwardness. Also, it can help the world understand more about Africa.
can dispel misunderstanding about it and encourage more people go there

(especially South Africa) as tourists, and can facilitate Sino-African
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cooperation in tourism so as to enrich Africa in sharing and developing.

The thesis presents an overall picture of the tourism in South Africa by
analyzing the history of the tourism in Africa, advantages and disadvantages
in its further development and the relevant policies and measures. by evaluating the
tourism resources in Africa and its inbound tourist market, and by analyzing the
state of tourism in South African. The author puts emphasis on characteristics,
competitive state, competitive force and development trend of the inbound tourist
market in South Africa, An analysis of Boston Matrix shows that the inbound
tourism market in South Africa is well developed although having many
drawbacks. And a ranking list, obtained by analyzing the principal elements of
the African countries’ comprehensive competitiveness in tourism, shows
South Africa’s tourism, which develops steadily, is in advance of most other
African countries’ tourism in South Africa.

However, South Africa tourism develops far less slowly than that in the
world’s leading tourist destinations. The trend of South Africa’s inbound
tourism has been forecasted in light of GM (1, 1) modal of grey system
theory. The result shows that the African continent is still the largest tourist
market. What's more, the Europe and the U. S, market will develop rapidly
and come to play an important role in South Africa’s inbound tourism.
Meanwhile, the Asian-Pacific region, especially China, is potentially another
booming market.

According to the trend o. international tourism and the situation of
South Africa’s tourism, this thesis puts forward the strategy of accelerating
the development of tourism in South Africa as well as in Africa by measures
such as establishing the tourism system and building tourism information
network system to set up the image of “wild, exotic and harmonious Africa”.
The essay also proposes establishing the travel security systems in South
Africa. Finally, it highlights the strategy of differential development and
that of region linkage development for South Africa’s inbound tourism.

It is thought that an in-depth and comprehensive study on tourism,
particularly the inbound tourist market of South Africa, could also help
foresee the future trend of Africa’s inbound tourism. It is widely believed
that Africa will usher in an unprecedented opportunity for development owing
to political stability and economic growth. It will not be the forgotten
continent any longer since tourism has bridged the gap between Africa and

the world, especially the gap between Africa and China.
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