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(35 minutes)

Passage One

People have wondered for a long time how their personalities and behaviors are
formed. It’ s not easy to explain why one person is intelligent and another is not, or why
one is cooperative and another is competitive.

Social scientists are, of course, extremely interested in these types of questions.
They want to explain why we possess certain characteristics and exhibit certain behav-
jors. There are no clear answers yet, but two distinct schogls of thought on the matter
have developed. As one might expect, the two approaches are very different from one
another, and there is a great deal of debate between proponents(J¥4/'# ) of each theo-
ry. The controversy is often conveniently referred to as “nature/nurture” .

Those who support the “nature” side of the conflict believe that out personalities
and behavior patterns are largely determined by biological and genetic factors. That our
environment has little, if anything to do with our abilities, characteristics, and behavior
is central to this theory. Taken to an exireme, this theory maintains that our behavior is
predetermined to such a great degree that we are almost completely governed by our in-
stincts.
Proponents of the “nurture” theory, or , as they are often called, behaviorists,
claim that our environment is more important than our biologically based instincts in
determining how we will act. A behaviorist, B. F. Skinner, sees humans as beings whose
behavior is almost completely shaped by their surroundings. The behaviorists’ view of
the human being is quite mechanistic; they maintain that, like machines, humans re-
spond to environmental stimuli as the basis of their behavior.

The social and political implications of these two theories are profound. In the
United States, for example, blacks often score below whites on standardized intelligent
tests . This leads some “nature” proponents to conclude that blacks are genetically infe-
rior to whites. Behaviorists, in contrast, say that the differences in scores are due to the
fact that blacks are often deprived of many of the educational and other environmental
advantages that whites enjoy, and that, as a result, they do not develop the same re-
sponses that whites .do.

Neither of these theories can yet fully explain human behavior. In fact, it is quite
likely that the key to our behavior lies somewhere between these two extremes. That the
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controversy will continue for a long time is certain
1. Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?

A) Nature or Nurture.

B) Cooperative or Competitive.

C) Intelligence: Product of Experiences.

D) Behavior: Product of Instincts.
2. In paragraph 2, what does the author mean by “two distinct schools of thought on the

matter have developed” ?

A) Two different schools have been established to study the matter.

B) Two different kinds of ideas have formed.

C) The two schools are debating with each other.

D) Because of the two schools, there are two approaches and debates.
3.Behaviorists believe that .

A) humans should behave mechanically

B) human behavior pattems are based on biological and genetic factors

C) human behavior is determined mainly by their surroundings

D) factors in the environment have little influence on people’s personalities
4.In the United States, blacks score below whites on standardized intelligence tests. We

think it probable that

A) blacks are genetically inferior to whites

B) blacks don’t have the same opportunity for education as whites do

C) blacks and whites develop different responses

D) none of the above statements gives a satisfactory answer
5.1t can be inferred from the passage that the controversy will continue for a long

time , because

A) there are two schools working on it

B) the key to human behavior is difficult to find

C) both theories are strong

D) each of the theories has gone to an extreme
Passage Two

German Chancellor( & #H ) Otto von Bismarck may be most famous for his military
and diplomatic talent, but his legacy(i# =) includes many of today’s social insurance
programs . During the middle of the 19th century, Germany, along with other European
nations, experienced ever-increasing occurrences of work place deaths and accidents as
a result of growing industrialization. Motivated in part by Christian compassion for the
helpless as well as an impulse to weaken the support of the socialist labor movement,
Chancellor Bismarck created the world’ s first workers compensation law in 1884.
By 1908, the United States was the only industrial nation in the world that lacked
workers’ compensation insurance. America’ s injured workers could demand a claim for
. 2 .



damages in a court of law, but they still faced a number of tough legal barriers. For ex-
ample, empolyees had to prove that their injuries directly resulted from employer negli-
gence and that they themselves were ignorant about potential hazards in the workplace .
“The first state workers’ compensation law in this country passed in 1911, and the pro-
gram soon spread throughout the nation.

After World War II , benefit payments to American workers did not keep up with
the cost of living. In fact, real benefit levels were lower in the 1970s than they were in
the 1940s, and in most states the maximum benefit was below the poverty level for a
family of four.In 1970, President Richard Nixon set up a national commission to study
the problems of workers’ compensation. Two years later, the commission issued 19 key
recommendations, including one that called for increasing compensation benefit levels
to 100 percent of the states’ average weekly wages.

In fact, the average compensation benefit in America has climbed from 55 percent
of the states’ average weekly wages in 1972 to 97 percent today. But, as most studies
show, every 10 percent increase in compensation benefits results in a 5 percent increase
in the numbers of workers who file for claims. And with so much more money floating
in the workers’ compensation system, it’s not surprising that doctors and lawyers have
helped themselves to a large slice of the growing pie.

1. What made Bismarck introduce the world’ s first workers’ compensation law?
A) Intention to make the industrial production safer.
B) Intention to punish irresponsible employers.
C)Fearforlosingthe support of workers.
D) Fear for the growing socialist labor movement.
2.The passage implies, but does not directly state,
A) thmdlﬁemnstatesmﬂermtcdSmtesmayhavedlﬂ'mmm compensati-
on programs
B) that America was the last country in the world to introduce any workers’ com-
pensation law
C) that America’s average compensation benefit has decreased greatly in the last
few decades
Q)MmrkplaoeaocidaﬂsinAmﬁcahavekepthmeasingindmhstfewdecades
3.The word “negligence” in paragraph two is closest in meaning to ;
A) chase for profit at all costs
B) offence of not taking necessary care
C) heavy working load
%dangenms working conditions
) word “motivated” in paragraph one is closest in meaning to
A) induced B) inspired
C) initiated D) originated
. 3 .
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5.The last paragraph of the passage implies,but doesn’t directly state, !
A) that because of the increase in compensation benefit more American workers can

benefit from the nation’s compensation system

B) that the American workers compensation system has become a great burden to
the nation’ s economy i

CY that despite the increase in compensation benefit America’s injured workers are
not the only main beneficiaries(\{{3% A ) T

D) that as the compensation benefit increase the procedures to apply for the benefit
are getting simpler, too

Passage Three

So you want to fight your own case in court? Then take heart: Litigants in Per-
son, as the official term has it, are not to be looked down upon any more. This is not to
say that all civil disputes are suitable for personal treatment. Those involving abstruse
points of law are usually best left to lawyers and in some cases baffle even legal minds.

The obviously suitable case is that of the aggrieved consumer who is involved in a
claim arising out of the sale or hire-purchases of goods, or the provision of services. But
straightforward debt cases, some landlord and tenant matters, road traffic cases involv-
ing damage to vehicles only, claims for willful damage to property or for minor assaults
and claims for wages and salaries owing in lieu of notice may all present feasible scope
for the layman. Whether a case lies within the confines of simplicity is not always clear
but no solicitor should mind being consulted on the question of whether given circum-
stances might admit of personal action. County court work is notoriously unremunerative
and he is unlikely to feel aggrieved or think that you want to do him out of business.

Saving a bill from your own solicitor is, of course, the first but not the only finan-
cial aspect to consider before taking solo action. The general rule in county court litiga-
tion is that the loser pays the legal costs of the winner, or at least so much of those
costs as are approved by the court. The latter are rarely as much as the total bill pre-
sented by the solicitor to his client but will be large none the less.

It is almost always impossible to guess how much the costs will be in a contested
ease—the total depends on so many variable factors. But it is probably no exaggeration
to say that even when suing in person for £ 200 you could ‘put almost the same sum at
risk in respect of the other side’ s legal costs and your own expenses. In smaller
claims, however, a special rule applies. Where the sum in dispute does not exceed
£ 100 the legal costs recoverable by the winner are normally limited to those of starting
proceedings; no costs are usually recoverable for representation at the trial or arbitration
of the matter. The loser will thus rarely pay more than a few pounds for the winner’ s
expenses. It is, therefore, sensible when considering self-help in the county court to
keep that figure of £ 100 well in mind: below it the risks as to costs are much re-
duced.

. 4 °
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Litigants in Person who win have had until now a frequent grievance. Their bills
for costs payable by the other side have not been allowed to include any recompense for
the time and energy expended in the preparation of their case. The recent Litigants in
Person( Costs) Act has, however, ensured that this situation will be rectified; new rules
are to be brought into force.

A further financial consideration is whether it is worth bringing even a cast iron
case against someone who may be without the means to meet the judgement. Admittedly
it is often difficult to know the extent of a defendant’ s resources, but if he is patently a
man of straw there is little point in adding irrecoverable expenses to the sum of your

Finally, a personal judgement. While your case may not require the stamina nec-
essary to struggle on to the end of a long protracted battle, time, patience and persever-
ance are required of all litigants, and of the inexperienced in double measure. Read
How to sue in the County Court,published by the Consumers’ Association, and get
hold of the official guide from your local court. If you are not put off altogether, you will
need them.
1.The author suggests that people conducting their own lawsuits ¢

A) can expect to be treated with suspicion

B) should always leave legal matters to lawyers

C) should not be too nervous of taking action

D) may be deliberately confused by legal experts

2.The most usual do-it-yourself cases are those concerning ;
A) debts involving landlords B) damage to property
C) damage resulting from road accidents D) unsatisfactory sales and service
3.In county court litigation, approved costs are normally

A) greater than the fee the solicitor requires

B) smaller than the fee the solicitor requires

C) less than the solicifor anticipates

D) more than the client anticipates

4.In a case involving a claim for up to £ 100, the loser has to pay
A) the cost of arbitration

B) the cost of bringing the case

C) the total of the winner’s expenses

D) anything up to that figure

5.The author claims that as regards personal qualities a litigant needs to
A) have quick powers of judgement

B) be prepared to fight against time

C) be persistent and determined
D)bavennmthmtheusualmnoumdexperieme

. 5 .



Passage Four

For about three centuries we have been doing science, trying science out, using
science for the construction of what we call modem civilization. Every dispensable item
of contemporary technology, from canal locks to dial telephones to penicillin, was
pieced together from the analysis of data provided by one or another series of scientific
experiments. Three hundred years seems a long time for testing a new approach to hu-
man interliving, long enough to settle back for critical appraisal of the scientific meth-
od, maybe even long enough to vote on whether to go on with it or not. There is an ar-
gument. .

Voices have been raised in protest since the beginning, rising in pitch and vio-
lence in the nineteenth century during the early stages of the industrial revolution, sum-
moning urgent crowds into the streets any day these days on the issue of nuclear ener-
gy Give it back, say some of the voices, it doesn’t really work, we’ ve tried it and it
doesn’ t work, go back three hundred years and start again on something else less
chancy for the race of man.

The principle discoveries in this century, taking all in all, are the glimpses of the
depth of our ignorance about nature. Things that used to seem clear and rational , mat-
ters of absolute certainty—Newtonian mechanics, for example—have slipped through
our fingers, and we are left with a new set of gigantic puzzles, cosmic uncertainties, am-
biguities; some of the laws of physics are amended every few years, some are cancelled
outright, some undergo revised versions of legislative intent as if they were acts of Con-
gress.
Just thirty years ago we call it a biological revolution when the fantastic geometry
of the DNA molecule was exposed to public view and the linear language of genetics
was decoded. For a while, things seemed simple and clear, the cell was a neat little ma-
chine,a mechanical device ready for taking to pieces and reassembling, like a tiny
watch. But just in the last few years it has become almost unbelievably complex, filled
with strange parts whose functions are beyond today’s imagining.

It is not just that there is more to do, there is everything to do. What lies ahead,
or what can lie ahead if the efforts in basic research are continued, is much more than
the conquest of human disease or the improvement of agricultural technology or the cul-
tivation of nutrients in the sea. As we learn more about fundamental processes of living
things in general we will leam more about ourselves.
1.The writer’ s main purpose in writing the passage is to say that

A) science has greatly improved man’s life

B) science has made profound progress

C) science is just at its beginning

D) science has done too little to human beings
2.What can’t be inferred from the passage?

. 6 .



A) For three hundred years there have been people holding hostile attitude toward

science.
B) Modem civilization depends on science so man supports scientific progress unan-
imously .
C) Three hundred years is not long enough to settle back critical appraisal of scien-
tific method.
D) Scientific experiments in the past three hundred years have produced many valu-
able items.
3.The principle discovery in this century shows
A) man has lost many scientific discoveries
B) man has overthrown Newton’s laws of physics
C) man has solved a new set of gigantic puzzles
D) man has given up some of the once accepted theories
4. Now scientists have found in the past few years
A) iiéois kiiows sicabing: About: DINA
B) the exposure of DNA to the public is unnecessary
C) the tiny cell in DNA is a neat little machine
D) man has much to leam about DNA
5.The writer’ s attitude towards science is Y
A) regretful B) neutral C) approving D) critical

controversy[ kontrovasi] n. 8,8 PLRIS
nurture['notfo] n. (EBFR)FFBEK, | stimuli['stimjulai] n. R
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