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Part |

Pre-reading Activities

I. The following box contains words selected from Text A and Text B. Do
vou know these words? If not, check them out in a dictionary.

1. critically 10. prestigious 19. knight
2. flock 11. editor 20. judge
T 3. ignore 12. skinny 21. master
E 4. master 13. deliberately 22. journal
X 5. footnote 14. barrister 23. mental
T 6. Dbibliography 15. equivalent 24. nationality
7. immigration 16. tactfully 25. practitioner
A 8. discipline 17. legal 26. debate
9. publish 18. eventually 27. CV
1. self-evident 12. candidate 23. cultivate
2. prosperous 13. dead-end 24. legacy
T 3. diploma 14. trigger 25. cornerstone
E 4. annually 15. dietary 26. essence
X 5. phenomenal  16. criminal 27. elevate
T 6. envy 17. incarceration 28. backward
7. empower 18. condone 29. rebellious
B 8. enrich 19. legality 30. colonist
9. depreciate 20. morality 31. attainment
10.  credential 21. outlaw 32. dynamic
11. legitimate 22. venue 33. transition




Unit 1

2. The following box contains two columns of phrasal expressions, one
in English and one in Chinese. You are required to match the English
phrase with its Chinese equivalent.

1. British Immigration Law a) MEEER
2. clubs and societies b) HiE
3. an Education academic c) {EEREAILLE
T 4. Harvard Law Review d HHREEZRE
E 5. a History reading list e) mEEP
X 6. legal circles £ ERiL
T 7.  pre-university studies g) HEBRE
8. source materials hy (B4 ML Tt
A 9. suckupto ) REZRTHEFEY
10. trial lawyer ) —IBE¥E
11. practitioner book k) ZFE&K
12.  how-to book * ) EES
13. advanced book m) EEERE T
14.  cross comparison n) ¥FEfem
15. geta grasp of 0) AXLLHE
16. make progress p)  JRIGTEE
1. loan payment a) I TAHE
2. passonto b) FHOHSARAR
T 3.  set yourself apart c) FEEAOEES
E 4. land ajob d) mfE%]
X 5. appreciate in value e) BTG
T 6. U.S. Census Bureau f) B SERAT
7. Federal Reserve Board g) MIpFTiHE
B 8. community service h) EE
9. distance learning ) f&&
10. live performance ) RS
11.  quality of life k) THE
12.  drug addiction ) AiERE
13.  per-capita income m) A




College Life

3. Fill in the following table with words related to or derived from the word
given. Think as many derivatives as you can, paving special attention to
their meanings and usage.

verb noun adjective others

pay

finance

profit

qualify

prosper

envy

criticize

ignore

advance

legalize

4. Complete the following table by listing as many examples as you can,
paving attention to their spelling and meaning.

prefix meaning examples
un- not, without
in-
il-
ir-
im-
pre- before
post- after
under- beneath
under- not enough
over- too much
over- above, outing
out- better than
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Part Il Text A

How to Be an Excellent Student

Charles lJames

There is no secret to being an excellent student. It is not just about
working hard; it is much more about working effectively and thinking
critically. It is also about confidence.

When I was 16, just starting on my pre-university studies I asked a
was on her History reading list. %
She said it was to find out if any students read the course reading list! That

REY)

teacher why a novel called “Clochemerle

was the competition I was up against’, so I did well. Actually I would have

done better if everyone on the course was bright, because I might have had

to struggle. If there are three or four of you who are bright, you are attracted

to each other and you compete with each other so that everyone makes m
progress. So find the other bright ones. Excellent students flock together.

In any area of study your library has a lot of books around your subject
which 99% of the students ignore. A good student only reads the textbooks.

An excellent student should read more. You really want to be reading the

more advanced books that as a lecturer I tell most of my students to ignore. EE
I tell them to ignore these books because most of them will not be able to
master the subject to the point where those advanced books are useful’. You
are good enough to master the subject and to gain from the more difficult
books.

One surprise for students is that a textbook is not the final summary
of all the knowledge there is in an area. It is that area of knowledge made
simple and easy so that students can get a grasp of the subject. You should
be looking at more advanced textbooks, journal articles, research papers,
etc. If your textbook has footnotes, are you going to find those source
materials and read them? If there is a bibliography, have you read most of E
the bibliography?

To give you an idea of the difference between the knowledge a student
needs and how much knowledge is out there, the leading textbook on British
Immigration Law has less than 30 pages on British Nationality". The leading
practitioner book’ on British Nationality has 1,181 pages. I do not even tell m
my students that the practitioner book exists, because they do not need to

H



College Life

know. If you are an excellent student in any discipline the practitioner books
are out there!

The good student uses two or three textbooks. The excellent student
does this, but also reads journal articles and looks at related fields for cross
comparisons. Why are you not writing journal articles? At the best American
universities the students publish journals, some of which are prestigious. If
you are editor of the Harvard Law Review' you immediately stand out from
all the other very bright students at Harvard Law School. A skinny black
student” who was editor of the Harvard Law Review went on to be President
of the United States. Even if you are at a bad university there is nothing to
stop you researching and publishing.

A good student makes a careful study of past exam papers to understand
what will be in the next exam paper. You may do that, but you are beyond
that. You actually do not care what is in the examination paper because your
depth of knowledge is such that you can handle anything. I remember one
examination paper where I had to answer 4 questions out of 20, and there
were 16 I could answer well. I deliberately chose questions from across the
paper just to show I was wonderful all over. I got an A of course. In those
days A was the highest mark you could get.

I once knew personally a young barrister (American equivalent is “trial
lawyer”) who, to put it tactfully, needed more work. He was bright but as
yet had no reputation. You get the cases from having a reputation, and you
get the reputation from winning the cases. Chicken and egg'’! So one day
he went into the largest legal bookshop in London, looking for a book that
was not there. He found an area where there was no book at all. He wrote
the book, a simple “How To” book for lawyers on this topic. The book sold
reasonably well because it was cheap and met a real need. When lawyers
found they had such a case, they then needed a barrister who knew about
this topic. They went to the man who wrote the book! He got the cases, he
built the reputation, and he became famous in legal circles for this kind of
work. He eventually was elected leader of all the barristers in England and
Wales, was knighted'', and later became a judge.

Does this example give you an idea how you could establish yourself
as an expert in something—preferably where there is no competition? If he
could write a book, surely you can write just one article? One world-famous
Education academic, while writing his PHD also churned out'” an article a

et
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month for two years.

Do not be surprised if your library does not have practitioner books. Go
to a better library that does have these books. Go to people working in that
industry who can lend you the books from work.

[t is good to be an excellent student. It is even better if you are
recognized by your fellow students as extremely bright. Social skills help,
because if you are bright and disliked, your fellow students will not select
you for anything. If you are bright and liked, you may be elected to things or
be given opportunities.

At the best British universities there are clubs and societies for debating
and for drama which are world famous, and success there often leads to
success later on. In the USA sport seems to be important. For your mental
and physical health you need to do something you enjoy outside your
studies.

Now think about your CV'". What can you do while a student that will
build your CV? Try to work in your chosen industry to earn money of course
but also to build your knowledge and experience.

To be an excellent student is hard work, but it is also about confidence
and a willingness to explore. Some of your time will be wasted, but it is
surprising how much you can gain from reading around the subject and
lifting your eyes to the hills'"".

Note what I have not said. I have not suggested you suck up to your
professors or try to impress your professors. When your professors are
coming to you—then you are an excellent student! (1,118 words)
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1. About the author: Charles James is formerly a lawyer and recently retired
as a lecturer in Law from Yorkshire, UK. The passage is adapted from his

publication on ehow.
2. Clochemerle: a 1934 French satirical novel by Gabriel Chevallier.

3. That was the competition I was up against: That kind of competition was the
most challenging one for me. “be up against” means “find it difficult to deal
with”, e.g. “When I saw how deeply the racist views were held I began to

understand what we were up against.”



