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ARMS IMPORTATION
INTO CHINA

|

Juil - 219%F— NCDN.
Shipments from Germany With-
out Disclosure of Real
Origin A

London, Ma,v':u. |

Replying to a question in thel
House of Commons to-day, the
Under-Secretary of State for For-
eign Affairs, Mr- Locker-Lampson,
said that arms valued at Tls. 3,813,-
644 had been imported into China.
in 1925 from German ports. This,
however, did not prove that the’
arms had been manufactured in
Germany in contraventiun to the
Treaty of Versailles and there was
no occasion to refer the matter to!
the League of Nations. Shipments
of arms were still taking place from
Hamburg to 1China, he said, but the
real origin of the arms was not,
certain.—Reuter. .
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' ARMS SEIZURE AT
wat 2RIEL Nepy

‘Two Hundred and Fifty Tons of
i' Munitions Believed Destined
i for Chma

! Kiel, Jan. 10.

| Two hundred and fifty tons of
'goods which arrived here to-day in
‘16 freight cars from _Halle for
shipment to Oslo on the Norwegian
‘freight-steamer Aker were dis-
jcovered by Customs officials to be
imunitions. - -Their loading on board
jthe vessel has becen forbidden pend-
:ing investigation of their origin.

Shipping ciroles believe that the
munitions were intended for China.
—Reuter.

Manila, Jan. 10.

The str. Praga, a Czgcho-Slovakian
vessel, loaded with fire-arms, has
put into Manila for coal. Her de-
stination. is uncertain, but her
officers say that the ship will touch
at Shanghai to unload her cargo of
munitions for the Nationalist Gov-
ernment but that her ultimate des-

(Note: .This vessel was, until
recently, known as str. Hedwig'
Fischer (1799 tons), then owners'
Schroder Holken & Fischer, Ham-
burg. Reported passing Perim on
November 25.)—Reuter.

tmahon is Chinwangtao. .

"a'nd i? the Praga were to unload

¢tent10n b) iho Northern author’-
'.tles

(B "!q \(r”x

::2::

THAT ARMS'
PMBARG,O fPTT

TIIREL News items w hich;

appeared in our last issue
reveal the fact that notmthstnnd-
ing the rupture between Moscow
and ‘ the - Nationalists, and . the!
virtual shutting off of the supply)

ol arms gnd mumtlons, overland,’
: from -Russia.’ to the Kuommchun,
:large shipments’ of weapons and,
'mumhons of war continue to be
.mide to China. " A large consign-'
ment “of  arms and . ammunition,:
supposed]y of German manufac-
ture, . was recently imported at'
Tsmgtao by a l\orwegnn .vessel .
_:ronslgned to a_Japanese firm. A
cousignment of 250 tons of muni-
tione has been discovered, and held
up, ,bv ,;the German authorities at

~Kiel,:on 'the eve of -shipment - to
Oslo—-an\d China, , And .8 Czecho-
‘Slovakian 7 -steamer, the Praga,
Joaded with munitions for Shang-
hal, has had to put into Manila,
owing to shortage of coal. Tha
telegram reportmg her arrival

states that after unloading muni-}§’
_tions at Shanghai she will proceed

to her ultimate destination—Chin-
"wangtao,’ 4TIt is difficult to, belleve
(lnt‘thls ig correct. One can hard-
"1y’ imagine . a  Czecho-Slovakian

\e«el brxngmg out, on the same
{trip, - munitions of war for the
" Northern -and Southern factions,

heér entire cargo of war materials

at Sh.m"h'u, nnd subsequently.
proceed to Chinwangtao, she w nuld!
be taking a very grave risk of de-

Bofh the Klel ‘and -the' Mnmh

mndents, Yowever, show- that not-

| withstanding the ngreement enter~|’

R H YA



3 1928,1—1933.5

ed into !}g't?qfé’gﬂ:th}f)eﬁdi‘;é'}’ﬁh ‘ers
i’ Trenty?relations with China:-in
1919, to impose an ‘embz;rgb\’ﬁ;;bn'
t!re shipment of arims qn muni-
tions of war, and materinl destin-
ed exclusively ‘for their manufac-
ture, the arms-traffic with China
continues to flourish. At ohe time
large quantities of munitions from
various gources, reached China on
German ships. TLast vear, however,
the German Government entered
into an agreement with German
shipping companies. under which
the latter undertook not to carry
cargoes of munitions of war to this
couniry. Tt comes as a surprise
to find that a vessel sailing under
the Czecho-Slovakian flag is now
engaged in this trafie. For Cze-
cho-Slovakia is not a maritime, but
an inland State, with no direct
outlet to the sea, but entitled by
the Versailles Treaty to certain
wharfage privileges at Hamburg
and Stettin. In the areas leased
to Czecho-Slovakia in these ports,
she " enjoys - free-port privileges,
and, one may assume, immuhity
from German Customs examina-
tion. "o

- The Arms Ewmbargo of 1919 has
never worked really satisfactorily.
It was only subscribed to by about
a dozen Stetes, in all. Ti did not

define the meaning of the phrase;
gurms and munitions of war and,
material designed exclusively for,
their manufacture.” And it has’
been persistently and flagrantly
violated—in the sprit, if not in the
letter—ly tlie nationals of those
Powers upon whom it is supposed
to be binding. Arsenal machineryl
has been imported in large quanti-
ties, many of the machines reguir-\
ed for muking arms being, ‘of
course, identical with those _requil"-{l
ed for other engineering’ _'wt)rkq',']
Irén{-qlid steel pipes which hy n'
simy le ‘process " could] Jbe  turned
j‘hfcf 't rench-mortars, ‘and . the jin-
grediniits of various }31‘;!1_1-0;:{*!0,._
‘|aives,” have “been : freely imporied

_thought fit, Embargo pr .no . Em-

R0 300 répla X
“::"& d ‘:i%:‘ 'beonhg;

gest, Ynder exjsting conditjons nre
required for any ‘but miliiary par-

S we \ . T % Te et %
poses. . The embargo hai,"in’ fact,
only proved effective in“preventing
the ’ direct Ximportatioy 'irém;c'.mé
countries which ' ratified ‘d4t,! of
finished weapons, small"oﬁ;]‘xitge,
of home mannfacture. . Theve j<
‘not, we believes a single Chinese
unit, ‘in any army, that is equip-

K

ped with American,  British, - or
Iiench, rifles or ariilleiy. = Thou-!
sands  of Russian, German and!
Japanese weapons are in - use, tha
hulk of which have cpme -from
Russin. And American. British.!
Tionel, Gorman. Telan, Daniay
oud otler experts have Leen assist-
ing various military faetions' in
producing. lethal weapous.” Moral-
Iy, and from the practical point
of view. there seems little or.no-!
thing to choose between supplying
the Chinese ‘nilitarists with $arms
and - munitions, - and ,sppé,t"pﬁpé_
and directing.. their manufacture. ]
None of the signatories 1o ithe
Embargo, however.  appears to en-)
joy the legal nuthority to prohibit
its nationals from participating ‘in
the manufacture .ot war material
in China, -~ EERR LN AR
- It would,. unquesti.ollably,"e‘_f)e_\5§‘
good thing “for  China  and " the
world, if it were possible to ‘devise
international action whereby both
the expott of arms and munitions
t» this country, and foreign super-
vision of their manufacture, ‘could
‘be prevented. Such action, how-
ever, is berond the scope of prac-
tical politics. And this being so
it really appears -to be apen- to
question whether there is any point
in maintaining the fiction that an
Arms Embargo is nctually in force.

3

Indiyidual » Statés whose . Goyern-
‘ments ‘feel ,scruples ‘about the pro-
priety of permitting ‘their nation- |
dls to engage in.the arms traffic’
yixi #:China,: ipbuld . wntinue_ﬁ;}fo ;

mpose “Ypuch - restrictions “‘as'

A



1928, 1-—1933 5

bargo. .1t 18, however, ~ merely"
farcical - to pretend . that their’
dction’ will  prevent the Clnnese
from gettmg war supplies if they'
are able to pay for them. The
Smbargo, | in .its existing form
erely encourages fraud and hypo-
risy, and pennlmn the more scru-
pulous traders. ' So many contriv-

- motor lorries, . steel plnte.’ steel

ances are used in moderh iwarfare
—even as practiccd by “Elnlen
armies—that at a given moment

it would be difficult to say ‘Whe-|

ther it ~as a graver breach of the
ispirit ¢f the Embargo to mpply '
Chinese militarist with " petrol,

_pipes, rails, lead and nickel, than
with finished rifles or 'machine-]
guns. Commercial firms cannot be

expected conhnumnlv to dlscnm—

inate between " supphes ‘which are
intended to be, or muy be, used
for purely military purposes, and
those " which are destined for
pacific uses. Firms which endeav-
our to conform to the" npxnt as
well a9 the letter of the 1919 Em-
bargo merely loge ;their _ trdde "o
less. scrupnlous competxto &u,
in our,opinion,* enrablo

pretence that an: : Embargo

be abandgned -If Great. anfam,
or America,’ of lany other’ P, oyern

then likes to prohllnt the expor(.
_|from its territories.to China or ‘the
‘import into China by its nshonals f
‘of. ‘finished weapons, . or '-“parfs
Mhereof, and ammu.mi'on. “well and!

cisely where they atand.* Buf the
lestnchon " ‘against - handling

“material designed exclusively”
for the manufacture of arms and
muumom of war, ought to 'be

:Yhandoned. If it could be made,
eﬂ'ertlw we .should not, fo—dny cee

igood.  Merchants -wil] know"pre-l'

Chinese armies eqmpped with im-
proved Stokes - Mortars, French
aeroplanes, tanks, armoured trains,
and hlgh—explosxve lheﬂs, most’ of
which have been imported  or
manufactured since. April 1919,
We have no desire to. see China
flooded with arms and munitions
of foreign manufacture. DBut we
consider it grotesque to- pretend
that any ‘mseful purpose - can - ‘be
achieved . by maintaining the ]919

FEEEE

Embargo in its present form.
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ARMS FROM EUROPE’
FOR MARSHAL . SUN

From Bohenh in Norweghn
Ship: Nothing !rrcgular _ln

Frox Ovn Owlt Oonmomn @
‘_ .. Peking, Jan. 18."

All previous reports of tentative
.efforts by the Philippines authori-
ties to prevent the 'sailing of the
Norwegian str, Prada, with® arms
for the North:are knowr. here ‘to
be absolutely - without foundation,
since American officials in Manila

- have no right to question the char-
acter or destination of mercbandise
in transit. Local Chinese military
authoritics say the delay at Blanila
has been caused by the effcrts-of
Nationalist agents to bribz the

.crew, which explanation generally
is wccphd in the Legations.

‘. . The’ lhixmont is from Bukemia
,‘yn Germany nndconsisu of 40,000
‘rifles—~not eo.ooo or 70,000 as re-;
»porud-—*wlwnof * considerable
\’p-.rt are for Snn Chuan fang.
Neithcr the Czechs or the Nor-
‘are parties to any em-
l bugo agreement, wherefore there |
l‘h nothing. {rregular in the sale by -
y Ithem of arms to China. " g

[AAXM
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. JAN'261928 " N.C.DN.

l e THOSE*;MUNITIONS »FOR CHINA # :Jt-

oo o

Astonishmg Revelations by lmportant German Newspaper° ]

Allegations Agalnst“ltl_lgh Offlclal !

L

-

London, Jan, 24.

Daily Telegraph wires that, if the
‘Berliner Tageblatt” is correctly
informed, General von Groener, the
new Minister for Defence, will have
to explain to the Reichstag an even
more delicate scandal than the
Phoebus film affair in which his
department is involved.

The “Berliner Tageblatt” alleges

. that a lieutenant on the active list

of the Army and a high official of

' the Naval Transport Department of

the Ministry of War are concerned
in that “curious transaction,” the

" shipment of - lermtee.n waggons of

munitions -which the Kiel police
stopped when they were about to
be shipped to a destination declared
to be Olso but suspected to be China.

. .The .*“Berliner Tageblatt speaks
demively ‘of . hints * that the Kiel
munitions affair ghould be hushed
up “in‘the interests of national de-
fence.” It says “There is no ques-
tion of the interests of mational
defence. - It was & piece of business
in which money ‘was to' be made
and ‘the . question must be cleared
up to what purposes this money was
to be applied.”

After stating that the War De-
partinent knew " nothmg whatever
about this consignment of muni-
tions, the “Berliner Tageblatt”
assumes that General von Groener
will énd such dealings once for all.

It will be remembered that on
January 10 the Customs authorities

DELICATE TASK FOR. NEW MINISTER

. “at Kiel discavered that 250 tons of
The Berlin correspondent of the €

’

‘ I‘

geods which had arrived from Halle '
for shipment to Olso on the Nor-
wegiag str, “Aker~were * munitions,
believed to be intended for China.
The plnpment was ‘detained pend-
ing' ;.an . investigation. - Also the
Norweglan str. ‘Skule, from Oslo,
and another vessel have recently
langded large shipments of munitions
at Tsingtao while the Czecho-
Slovakian str. Praga, which recent-
ly left Manila allegedly for Chin-'
wangtao, has a large cargo of arms
and ammunition which came from
the Czecho-Slovak arms factory at
Bmenn.—Reuter ’
h e Berhn, Jan, 24. -‘.

rReplyln: to a question asked ln
the »Budget Committee ' of “the ,
Reichstag, . Dr, Stresemann, the 1
Minister of Foreign Affairs, stated
that the Naval Depu-tment had
‘assyred the Foreign Office that
neither it nor any of its officials had
anything to do with shipments of
arms and munitions to China and
the Foreign Office’ accepted this as
a formal denial of the rumours that
had been circulated.

The “Loka.l-Anzeiger” publishes
a telegram from Hongkong stating

that the Nanking Government has
ordered all the branches of two
German firms to be closed and their i
managers arrested on & charge of
rebellion as the firms are accused
of supplying Generalissimo Chang
Tso-lin with weapons shipped by
the Norwegian str Skule.—Reuter.

RAFNA
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ARMS SHIP ESCAPES
CRUISER.

SHOTS EXCHANGED FOR
mHREE HOURS.

YV 118 fcol B X AR

Shanghai, Jan. 27.
The Evening- News publishes a

message from Tsingtao that the

Praga has err'ved; despite an
attempt by the Natiounalirt gun-
boat Feihu to hold her up on
Wednesday morning «ff Shan-
tung.

The Praga iz alleged to have
ignored that Feithu's signals.
The ships exchanged gunfire for
three hours before the Praga ocut-
dsstanced the Fethu.—Reuter.

RAAHXM
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ARMS EMBARGO
- Pact.

CERMANY WILLINC TO
AVUHEHE TC TERMS.
1R -91928— PIL
NON-SIGNATORY POWERS TO
BE INCLUDED IN SCOPE.

SOVIET RUSSIA A PROBABLE|

STUMBLING BLOCK.

Peking, March R.

Germany is reported to- have
expressed,  her willingness to
adhere to~ the Arms Embargo
Pact which binds Great Britain,
the TUnited States of America,
France, Japan and Holland to for-
bid their nationals to import arms
and munitipus into China..
- It is stated in local Chinese
circles that in view of repeated
cuses of arms smuggling in which
nationals “of the non-signatoy
Powers’ have been involved, 1he
Powers 1ecently decided to extenl
the scope of the Pact and ask
Rugsig, Germany, Csecho-Slovakia,
Denmark, Sweden and Norway to
adhere to the Convention, W‘hjle
Germany has nlready indicated her
attitude through her Minjster in
Peking, ihe other countries 1e-

main reticent.' Competent Chiu-’

ese observers say that it is ex-
tremely . difficult to get Soviet
Russia into line, as ghe is still
treated by the Powers as an out-
cast from the family of nations and
i8 not likelv to tuke commmon action

with the Powers jn China.—Kwuo

Wen.
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% Washmgton, Mar. ll

* +In eonnexion with the request of
Ahe Diplomatic Corps, at Peking for!
A -stricjer observance of the em-’
bargo on the export of arms and
ammunition to China, the State De-
partment declares that the Unitcd
States is faithfully carrying out the
terms of the Arms Embargo Agree-

""- ‘tlon Stin, Eﬂ'ccthe T
4'

ment. It points out that President .
Hardmgs proclamatlon in 1922 in
connexion with the Agreement is
sti]l effective—Reuter. -

<. ‘.
N S
-t

--}-
)

\\\:._

‘t‘\‘\

SN

T

Gt Ao sepee

A Sk

SR



1928,1—1933.5

+ dressed 1denhc cnblee to all -the
" Qovernments that are parties to the
Armg Embargo of

© dugo-Slavia,

_on arms and muniti

leotsls, Tharsday, Mar. 16, 1638

i A N
' |
THE ARMS EMBARGO.:

THE Diplomatic Body at Pe

king, at o recent meeting, took
up the question of the arms traffic
with China, and, we are told, ad-

1919 wurging
that those I"owers which hava not
yed taken any measures to prevent
the export of arms to China slmuld;
bhe induced to do so as soon as!
possible.  That anyv effective ac-
tion will n*s.uh from this ‘am&ul
35 in the highest degrec impro-
sablo.  ‘The parties to the Arms
Tsmbargo are not themselves in
agreement as to what constitutes
“material _destined _exclusively”

for the manpfacture of munitions
wf'; and they cannot, therefore,
_reasonably expect other (avern-
snents to_sdhere to so_vague and

Wﬂwe
so-called *‘Embargo” of 1919, This

agreement was, in the first in-
stance, signed only by eight Pow-
ers. Three more subsequently ad-
hered to it without, and one—Italy|
—with, reservations. But in
Europe alone, the following States
to the best of our belief, have

Sweden, Nor-
Czecho-Slovakia,

of the Finbargo:
way, DPoland,
Rumania,
Turkey,
Lithuania, Switzerland, and Rus-
sia. Add to these the numerous

pul)h(\ which lhave incurred no ob-
ligations in this matter, and it
will be seen that the enforcement
of a watertight embargo under
existing conditions must be re-
garded as a hopele&s proposxtxon
There are, in our opinion, only
two ways of making an embargo
s reasonably

_effective, and even these would not

o ———— . i el

never given their formal appmval&}
KX

Greece,| 7

Finland, Esthonia, Lntviu,"}/

Central and gouth American l\c~‘£

“entirely restrain’: foviet Russia,

which, for political ends, has fur-
nished various warring factions in

China with enormous supphes of
arms and munitions during the past
three years—the bulk of them on
credit. And either of the measure;'
we suggest presupposes an agree-
ment among the DPowers chiefly
concerned as to what do2s, and
what does not, constitute actual or
potential war-material. At present
it appears that aeroplanes which
are required and used solely for
military purposes, are being free-
1y ﬂupphod to the Northern }lex-

{ Arms Embargo. Steel piping, and
other matenals, intended 1o be
converted into weapons, projectiles
or explosives, are ulso freely ex-
ported from countries which re-

nationals of certain of these coun-
tries, prohibited from exporting
arms and munitions from their na-
tive lands, are acting as agents for

cognize the Embargo. And the}

tarists by one of the countru«—ll
France—which is a party to the

their purchase in other’countries.
An agreed, and carefully compiled
| prohibited liat is an essential pre-
iliminnn to the suppression of the
'arms traffic with China.

. When it ‘comes to practical mea-
i sures for enforcing the embargo,
e suggest that one, or both of the
'following might prove effective.
The only country which has re-
-centlv ‘been wnllmg to furnish
!China with arms on credit is
lSowet Russia, and it may be

i’douhtvd whether, after the failure
"of Soviet activities in this coun-
try, she is either anxious or will-
ing to make furtlfer deliveries.
No other persons in a position to
supply arms to China are willing
to do so without payment in cash.
And the militarists—both in North
rand South China—are only able to
raise the necessary money to make
these payments by the acquiescence

of the Treaty Powers in an orgy
of illegal taxation.  The \Vnshing-}

R HNH
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imposts, furnish the funds for the
purchase of arms oand munitions
abroad, and ‘one of the most effec-

tive ways of suppressing—or ‘at|

least very greatly reducing-—the
arms traffic would be insistence
upon the removal of these illegal
taxes, and the strict observance of
the taxation pruvided for in the

Treaties, until such time as pence;

lhns been restored in China,
But there is another, and more
direct method of checking the armg'

traffic.  Aeroplanes, guns, rifles,!

and ammunition do not swim out’
to China, and, ex.ept in very limit-

led quantities, and with consider- =

able ditfculty, cannot be transport--
ed overland. The bulk of the arms
and munitions roaching China have
to be transported from Europe, or
elsewhere, by sea. As a rula they.
are carried on trump-steamers of
tcompumtnel) small tonnage, and
|restricted cruising capacity.  The
'Eﬂﬂhig;magmLJiJJmﬁﬁﬁi

§BﬁgﬁlﬂmﬁmLmeuuﬂgajﬁ
ays from Suez to Manila, She

‘Bad 1o put into the latter port be-|
cayse of empty bunkers, and it| -

may safely be assumed that she
did not muke the run from Suez to
the Philippines, without coaling at
several -intermediate ports. No
srms-carrying - vessel could make
the voyage from Europe to China
without ealling at British, French,
Portuguese or Dutch ports, and

few would attempt the trip except |

via Suez. If, therefore, the Pow-
ers are really desirous of enforeing
the Arms Embargo, the only effec-
tive method of doing so appears to
be to intercept them en route to
China. Presumably special legis-
lation “weculd be requncd to make
it possible for arms-carriers to be
detained, or to Le refused fuelling
or other port facilities, while thc)
contained arms or munitions in
their holds. A Norwegian or
Czocho-Slovakian tramp would be
belpless if, on putting into a Bri-

.

ton surtaxes, and 6ther megafloom! )

l w
tish, French or Dutch port she was:

N
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mqmred to unload her cargo before
receiving ‘permission to coal, or
take on board provisions or water.
The Praga, if the British Govern-
ment had adopted this practice,
and applied pressure to Egypt to
fall into line, could have been held‘
up, and turned back, at Port Said;'
and, had she escaped detection
there, and the American Govern-
ment adopted ‘the same procedure,
would never have been allowed to
leave Manila with arms aboard.
Small consignments—a few cascs

of rifles, pistols or ammunitidn—
might _ evade detection, if this,
scheme were adopted, but it would‘
be impossible for ships laden with
arms and munitions to deliver
‘their cargoes in China. If the
Embargo Signatories agreed upon
this procedure, the only danger-
‘spot remaining, other than Soviet
Russia, would be the Western

* rica.

,of war, to this country.

coast of Central and South Ame-
‘So far os we are aware arms
and munitions have never been ex-
ported in considerable quantities
from®*any of the States on this,
coast; and we doubt whether they |
would be available, even if the!
Governments concerned connived
at the pnrticipation of their na-
tionuls in the arws traffic.

We suggest, therefcre, that tbe
best  wav to make. the };mh'\rgn
really effective is 1o render it im-!
po.sible for ships laden with arms'
to reach Chinese ports, either from
Europe or America, It would, we
tanoy, Le perfectly feasible for the
Embargo Signatories to give notice
that from now onward no vessels
laden with arms and munitions,
other than cargoes curtified to be
the property of Governments parties

e— |

te the China Embargo, would be
given auy facilities in ~ny ports
situated within their respective ter.
ritories, and to bar the passage of
such vessels through either ‘the
Panama or the Suez Cunal. It
seems, on the face of it, absurd
that the Governments which are
opposed to the arms traffic in China
_shauld actually permit facilitias to
ibs given to vessedls engaged - in
transporting arms and munitiony

RN

—
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|EXPORT OF ARMS TO
e SENA

London, July 7.

It must clearly be in the inter-
eats of some European Governments
10 supply an explanation of the bald
figures which were given by Sir
Austen Chamberlain in the House
of Commons this week ou the sub-
ject of the exportation of arms to
Chipa. In the year 1926—the
latest for which statistics are avail-
able—arms and munitions passed
from foreign countries into China
to the value of £330,220; and the
ficures are incomplete. They in-;
clude ornly the arms that were im-
ported through the Customs at the
Treuty Ports, and do not therefore
cover the consignments entering
China overland from Russia; and
they must be read with the proviso
made by the Foreign Secretary that
the various countries named as ex-
porters are those from which the
arms were shipped and not néces-
sarily those which produced them.
Germany therefore may certainly be
expected to have some explanation
of the unfortunate position which
she occupies on the list. She comes
easily firsf. The value of the arms
isent from Germany is very nearly
‘four times as great as that from
Japan, which comes second, and
about eight times as great as the
ltotal from French Indo-China, the
'third country.on the list, and, like
Japan, a ¥ar Eastern neighbowr.

While the published list admit-
tedly creates a first impression

strongly unfavourable to Germany,
it would be unfair to assume that
the Reich is the principal offender.
In the first place, thoe figures refer]
to a period before Germany had ¢#-|
clared her adherence to the Chinu,
Arms Embargo Agresment, w!lich:
is the only operative interunﬁonali
instrument for prevenling the sup-;
ply of weupons of war to China.:
And in the second place the greater|

;proportion of the arms shipped from
"Germany™were undoubtedly manu-
factured elsewhere. Hamburg, it
must be remembered, acts as chief
‘seaport.to Czechoslovakia; and that
courtry and Soviet Russia are the
louly two important arms-producing
{States which are not parties to the
Embargo Agreement. Much of the
merchandise of Scandinavia is also

shipped from Hamburg; and Nor-|
way, besides manufacturing an ex-|
cellent pattern of rifle herself, may
act as entrepét for some of the arm,
:ond munitions freely dispensed by
‘the DBolshevists.. Some signatory
States there are. too, whose officials
are not as zealous as they might be
in enforcing the provicions of the
Arms Embargo Agrecment. How-!
ever that may be, the fact remains
that the two countries chiefly res-

iponsible for the supply of the sinews

‘of civil war to Chiua are Soviet]
Russia and Czechoslovakia. Ride|
jand bayonet are the most easily
[transportable of arms: and in China
they form the stuple weapon of war-
tare and unforturately become the
justruments of the most horrible
tortures. The bayonet in the bands
*of the brigand who calls himself a
soldier in the Nationalist rarmies
serves the basest purposes of crueliy
urd is the curse of China to-day.—
("incx.
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1928,1—1933.,5

ARMS IMPORTED INTO CHINA

IN &?26 VALUED AT £330, 220
LS, “AUG-11928°

Mr. Chamberlain, replying to Hongkong . 131,881
the question of a labour memnber French Indo-China 116,716 ;
in the House of Commons on July | Britain ' 84,849
4th about arms imported to China |Sweden . - 66 049,
in 1926, state_d that the valuc |Germany - 1,261, 252'
totalled H. K. Tls. 2,120,476 or [Belgium : 82
330,220 pounds sterling. These |France , 65,552
figures show the value of arms Im.])' . 4,054
‘passed through the Maritime {Kovea 209
Customs and do not mcludc the 'Japan (including Formosa) 868,214
arms sent to China from Russm lPhxhppmes ' - 19,644

The value of arms required by Canada' ) . 225
h& various foreign contingents in |U-S. (including Hawaii) 31,907

China and Shanghai Volunteer| Total 2,200,623 |
Corps is included in the figzures.| Re-exported . 80,147
The following gives the dc::\iled" Ealance 2,120,476.
account. —Toho.

Iingox:ted {r_om - _H. K. Tls. I . nnnnﬁnnﬁv—nnnnncucn
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Tientsin, Wednes., Feb. 20, 1929

THE ARMS 'EI\lBARGO.:
A CJE:I;'}?E which we print this%-

morning confirms the rejorty”
Ithat the American (Guvernment is!

labout to cancel the Arms Embargo
‘against China at an early date. The
Secretary of State has made a state-
ment to this effect to the IHouse
‘Military Afluirs Committee, and it
is construed, in Washirgton, as an
additional manifestation of the be-
liet that the XNationalist Govern-
ment is firm, and that allowing
shipments >f arms to China will not
be an incentive to fresh civil war-
fare. This is the interpretation
that would naturally be placed upon
the American Goverament's deci-
sion in political circles. Actually,
however, the State Department 1s

alist Government, or any belief that
the importation of arms will not
act as an incentive t¢ civil war.
The plain truth is that the Km-
bargo, from the date it was first
enforce:d, necarly ten vears ago, has
been a complete fiasco. 1t was
never adhered to by several States
which were in a position to export
arms of their own or other coun-
tries’ manufacture, and it was so
vaguely plrased that bonafide for-
| eign traders were in genuine doubt
as to the extent of the prohibition.
he proposal of an _Arms Emn-
bargo was fust g r the Amer-
ican Minisfer ¢ 3

8 During the following
; extliuze

onth there _was an : Ofi
views betweg Jowers,. -
= ~N 5

6|

L%
and on Mav 5 a Note was com-
nmiunicated to *he Waichiaopu gn-'
nouncing that the rovernments ofI

a

eflcctively ots| |

TP VR . TR T ’° s
'jdés’tfnﬁd’fi‘c irreely Tor their mapu-
“facturg yntil the ngamlsﬁmeut of a

. /(!overnment whose authority 1s_ge-
g stoughout ) ]

probably actuated as much by the| - .
futility of the embargo, as by any| = %
faith in the stability ¢f the Nation-| "'J.*

| guise of dran-pipes, sporting car-

f) i Al r: [5;],5& I 3},3 IRy
niled States Jussig,  Brazi ,lﬁ{ ‘g
France and Japan _had “ngrped, 7
n.—-r——-l—r——-n—-r—h-*-ﬂ-—-""u_ - = .

)
:'3

.

gnize >__whols

"et.herlands, Den-
mark, Belgium, and Italy were
‘ gtated to be in full accord 'vt:itb_t‘l_xmii

., decision, but to be awaiting the in-
structions of their vespective Gov-
ernments, which ultimately, with
some reservations, adhered to the
Embargo. The meclusion of Russia
was-apparently unauthorized. And
it will be noticed thint a number ot
| other States which were in a vosi-
;| tion to export arms to China, direct.
1y, or indirectly, were not inelud-
.] ed in the Tlist of signatories.’

The ‘export of arms and muni-
.| fions to China continued, large
quantities coming in trom Czecho-
Slovakia, Norway, and other uon-
signatory .States, and millions of
dollars worth being supplied to

P,

H

Canton and the Kuominchun, by
Moscow. Difficulty arose almost
]immediately over the precise mcan-
ing of ‘‘materials destined exclu-
sively for their manufacture.” Tt
became obvious that such materials
might be imported in the innocent

<o g

tridges, raw materials, and lathes,
etc. Moreover it was a nice point
whether aeroplanes should be in-
Jeluded in the embargo. The Bri-.
tish Vickers and  Tlandlev-Pace
machines, which had been import-,
ed on .a «Government guarantee

that they would be used solely for
commercial -purposes, were =oon
commandeered by the militarists,
“land used exclusively for military
"I work. Aecrcplanes continued to be
imported, some of them with ma-
chine-gun mountings and bowmb-
dropping apparatus. And during
'| China’s ‘incessant ¢ivil wars there

were often occasions when motor-

*| cary, Tocomotives and 10lling stock |
‘4|and petrol were far more urgently!
¥ required for military purposes than
Aficld-guns, rifles. or cartridges.
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