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The American Dream

Part 1 Video Starter

. To begin, we'll watch a video clip and try to grasp its message. Getting to
know the words and expressions in the box below first may be helpful.

corresponding / kori'spondiy/ a. 1Y
syllabus /'silabas/ n. FEERIN

renew /ri'njuy/ vt. EH

global /'glaubal/ a. 3K

aspiration / @spa'reifon/ n. I

harmony /ha:moni/ n. A

ring a bell Wr L EME

ethos /'i:0ps/ n. R

prosperity /pro'sperati/ n. PHE, ¥R, B

the United States Declaration of (EE7E )
Independence




C;eator /kriz'erta(r)/ n. =E; b
inalienable /in'eiljonabl/ a. AE D EI; ARTHIZRHY
liberty /'libati/ n. =[]

Part II Text A

Harsh Reality of the American Dream
Humphrey Hawksley

n It was a brilliant, hot day on the Seattle waterfront, with
unspoilt views across the bay to outlying islands.

F1 Just beyond a stretch of grass where people lay with books
and lovers, came the melody of live unaccompanied singing.
It turned out to be four men outside a cafe singing a love song
about Cupid, each with different voice ranges, and a deep.
swaying crowd, clapping along.

EJ The Starbucks logo of the cafe struck me as a little old-
fashioned until someone mentioned that this was the first
Starbucks ever opened anywhere in the world.

I3 1 had come to Seattle because of a recent survey by the
Centre for Economic Performance in London, on how easy or
difficult it was to get rich in different parts of the world — or if
not rich, at least move out of poverty.

EJ “If you are born into poverty in the US,” said one of its
authors, “you are actually more likely to remain in poverty than
in other countries in Europe, the Nordic countries, even Canada,
which you would think would not be that different.”

Possibilities
I} The study, together with general anti-American sentiment
which has become more prevalent since the Iraq war, raised for
me a question about the American dream — the idea that the
United States is a place where anything is possible.




The American Dream

B2 1 had chosen Seattle not only because Starbucks was created
there, but also because Microsoft and Amazon Books and Boeing
airliners all come from this small city. Dreams, if you want,
which began small but are now global brands.

ﬂ “Great day, isn’t it?” I turned to see the lined, and drawn face
of a man I will call Dave. “Are you getting what you want?”

EJ We had met a couple of days earlier when he was having
breakfast at a charity for the broke and homeless, and I had
asked him if he believed in the American dream.

il “The American dream,” Dave said, eating a muffin and
wiping his lips with a paper napkin. “Well, it comes and goes'.
It will come again.”

Winners and Losers
{il In a low-ceilinged eating hall, maybe 100 men sat side by
side along trestle tables.
iF] They had queued up’ since five, registered in case’ there
was any work, then ate while security guards watched over’
them in case there was trouble.
{E In Europe or just across the border in Canada, they would be
more likely to get social security, but this was America, where
society is harshly divided into winners and losers.
[l Strangely, though, there seemed to be little resentment or
blame of government. American culture is about self-reliance
and the individual fighting a way through.
m “The American dream,” said one of the men, his eyes
dartingly alive, his nose so skewed it must have been broken
many times in different fights. “1 guess you are talking about a
home, wife, children and all that.”
i3 “Do you have it?” I said.
{E] “No. No, I don’t. I had my opportunities, but I lost.”

Control
i Just up the road in a small print shop, a fit, thoughtful former
air force officer, Bobby Ray Forbes, was slotting calendars into
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envelopes.

LB His life collapsed when his marriage went wrong’. He had
ended up on the street, but recently had managed to get a job and
keep it.

E “Oh sure, | have had the house, picket fence, two cars,” he
said.

74l “But I put myself in a position where the government
could take control’. Right now I am happy just being back in
control’. You, see, what a lot of people do not know is that the
key is not getting the American dream. It is holding onto it.”

7%! In Europe, the government is entwined with a lot of what
we do, yet in America, | felt a sentiment that the more say the
government has over you, the more you carry a sense of failure.
7% Yet millions still yearn to come and take up" the challenge.
FZ! A million a year settle to start the process of becoming
American citizens. Half a million actually take the oath’.

Flag Waving
7E At the landscaped Seattle centre, using cards and newspapers
to shield themselves from the sun, rows and rows of immigrants
at a naturalisation ceremony listened to local officials speak
about various aspects of the American dream.
?13 They came from everywhere: Britain, France, Iran, Iraq —
the name of every country read out'’, to cheers, as if we were at
the Oscars and, of course, the waving of American flags.
7%l “Why do you want to live here and not in Europe?” I asked
a young woman from Ethiopia, who tipped back her Seattle
Mariners baseball cap and looked at me as if I were completely
mad.
7X! “Europe,” she said disdainfully. “What do they ever hope
for'" in Europe? Here they have a law that you can dream to be
happy.” (812 words)



harsh /ha:f/ a.
waterfront ['waitafrant/ n.

unspoilt / an'spailt/ a.

bay /bei/ n.
outlying /'aut laim/ a.

melody % /'meladi/ n.
unaccompanied

/ ana'kamponid/ a.
cafe /'kefer/ n.
sway /swer/ v.

survey /'s3sver/ n.

poverty /'povat/ n.
Nordic /'no:dik/ a.
anti-American

/ @ntia'merikan/ a.
prevalent* /'prevalont/ a.

airliner /'ea lama(r)/ n.
global /'glaubol/ a.
charity /'tfzerati/ n.
homeless "haumhis/ a.
muffin /'mafin/ n.
loser /'luiza(r)/ n.

low-ceilinged /'lav'si:lnd/ a.

trestle /'tresal/ n.
trestle table
queue /kjuy/ vi.
n.
border /'ba:da/ n.

The American Dream P

unpleasant, unkind, cruel ™&5(; ™5

a part of a town which is next to an area of water such as
ariver or the sea {T141; & (i) =

not left to spoil; having an unchanged character A%
7Nz

(gl ) &

existing outside and away from a particular place fi@fi#
Y Ay

HEiR; Kk

TRy TAPEHER

e IVEIT

to move or swing gently from side to side ( {47 ) HE{2;
(f&) $Ezh

an examination of opinions, behavior, etc. made by
asking people questions 1/ 7

the condition of being extremely poor 5%

the Germanic peoples of northern Europe At/
opposed to the United States 5 (&)

generally or widely practiced, accepted or favored
HY; ERATHY

a large passenger aircraft XHUZH; FEHL

including or affecting the whole world 45k
BRI 2R

without a place to live /% 7]

FADE

someone who did not win a race, competition, fight, etc.
&

having a lower than normal ceiling /- {ERz42 {51
e R

to line up HEPA ( ZfE)

a line of people waiting for sth. ( HEPAZ R ) —BAA
the official line separating two countries or states 11 #;

Esh

-



harshly /'ha:fli/ ad.

Unit 1

resentment* /ri'zentmont/ n.

reliance % /ri'laians/ n.

dartingly /'da:tigly/ ad.
thoughtful /'Ga:tful/ a.
slot# /slpt/ vt.
collapse /ka'laeps/ vi.

picket A /'pikit/ n.

entwined /in'twamd/ a.

yearn A /j3mn/ vi.
oath /a0u6/ n.
shield /fi:ld/ vr.

naturalisation

/ nzetforalar'zeifon/ n.

ceremony /'serimavny/ 7.
disdainfully /dis'demnfull/ ad.

in an unkind manner “f5H, Tl
a feeling of deep and bitter anger 721, {ifiR
the state of depending on a particular person or thing {{

. ke

rapidly, like a dart iR ; L1 KEEHD

occupied with or given to thought {101

to put sth. into a long narrow hole 2+ Ft A B H L1
(of people and business) to suddenly be unable to
continue or work correctly #iii

a stick put into the ground and used for marking sth. #f;
RAKE

closely connected or unable to be separated %545 5110

to want sth. a lot /B2, Bk

apromise 5&; &

(=)

the proceeding whereby a foreigner is granted citizenship
(FNEARY) 1k, AEHE

G, seL

without respect 5251 ; $RHILHE

to protect sb. from sth. unpleasant {4+

Expressions

come and go

queue up
in case

watch over

£0 wrong
take control
in control
take up

take the oath
read out

hope for

to be present for a short time and then go away 4/t
Zx 22

to line up HEPA ( %fi )

if it should happen that i, %A%

to watch a person or activity carefully to make sure that
the person behaves in the correct way or that the activity
happens in the correct way 1

to turn out badly %A= (n]f, HiEE

st

sl

to accept (sth.): to start doing (sth.) regularly 5 JFié
(M)

HE

to read (sth.) and say the words aloud so that other
people can hear K i)

to want (sth.) to happen or to be true #'%, i



The American Dream

1. Author: Humphrey Hawksley /'hamfri 'hotksli/ ( iX33% -« B HrF| ) is a BBC foreign
correspondent and author.

2. American dream: a belief that in the United States people will be able to achieve success and
prosperity through their own hard work, courage, creativity and determination, regardless of
social class or circumstances of birth

3. Seattle /si'zetl/ ( FAHEE ) . a city in the United States

4. Cupid /kjuprd/ ( ELEE%F ) : the Roman god of love

5. Starbucks /'statbaks/ ( 252 ). an international coffee and coffeehouse chain based in
Seattle

6. Center for Economic Performance: one of the leading economic research groups in Europe

7. lraq /i'rack/ war ( fRRIFE&F ). a military campaign that began on March 20, 2003, with
the invasion of Irag by a multinational force led by troops from the United States

8. Microsoft /'markrausoft/ { /%% ). a multinational computer technology corporation

9. Amazon.com, Inc. ( T ¥ /3 5F] ). a US-based multinational electronic commerce
company, with its headquarter in Seattle

10. Boeing Company ( 3= /A 5l ). a major American aerospace and defense corporation,
founded in Seattle

11. picket fence: a low fence made of a row of flat sticks which are pointed at the top and often
painted white

12. Oscar /'pska(r)/ ( BHr~3€ ). an accolade ( %22 ) by the American Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences. It is the oldest, best known and most prestigious of film awards.

13. Ethiopia /,i:0i'oupia/ ( JRZBMHLET ) . a country in East Africa

14. Seattle Mariners /'maermaz/ ( FHFEEIZKT ) . an American professional baseball team based
in Seattle

Reading Aloud

. Read aloud paragraphs 1-4. Afterwards, practice them on your own
several times.

It was a brilliant, hot day on the Seattle waterfront, with unspoilt views across
the bay to outlying islands.

Just beyond a stretch of grass where people lay with books and lovers, came
the melody of live unaccompanied singing. It turned out to be four men outside a
cafe singing a love song about Cupid, each with different voice ranges, and a deep,




