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F— 5 What Artists do?
Every artist knows in his heart that he is saying something

to the public. Not only does he want to say it well,but he wants

it to be something which has not been said before. He hopes the

public will listen and understand he wants to teach them,and
he wants them to learn from him.

What painters want to teach is easy to make out but difficult
to explain,because painters translate their experience into shapes
and colors,not words. They seem to feel that a certain selection
(#%£3%) of shapes and colors.out of the countless billions (+12)
possible,is exceptionally (455 #1) interesting for them and worth
showing to us. Without their work we should never have noticed
these particular shapes and colors,or have felt the delight which
they brought to the artist.

Most artists take their shapes and colors from the world of
nature and from human bodies in motion and at rest ;their choices

indicate that these aspects of the world are worth looking at,that

e 5



they contain beautiful sights. Contemporary (¥4 f 89 ) artists
might say that they merely choose subjects that provide an inter-
esting pattern.that there is nothing more in it. Yet even they do
not choose entirely without reference (£:%) to the character of
their subjects.

If one painter chooses 1o paint a decaying leg and another a
lake in moonlight,each of them is directing our attention to a cer-
tain aspect of the world. Each painter is telling us something.
showing us something, emphasizing something—— all of which
means that, consciously or unconsciously, he 1s trying to teach
us.

1. An artist hopes that the public will

A. understand him and learn from him
B. notice only shapes and colors in his work

C. teach him something

—

). believe what he says in his work

. It is hard to explain what a painter 1s saying,because

o

A. most painters do not express themselves well
B. a painter uses unusual words and phrases
C. a painter uses shapes and colors instead of words
D. many painters do not say anything
3. The writer says that contemporary artists might say their
choice of subject
A. carries a message to the public
B. only provides interesting patterns
C. has no pattern or form
D. teaches the public important truths

¢ (e



4. The writer says that contemporary art contains
A. nothing but meaningless patterns
B. uninteresting aspects of the world
C.subjects chosen partly for their meaning
D. completelv meaningless subjects
5. Implies but not stated:
A. A painting is more easily understood than a symphony.
B. Art is merely the arranging of shape and color.
C. Every artist tries to say something to the public.
D. One must look beyond shape and color to find what the

artist 1s saying.
Ay Easy Work or More Trouble?

My friend Alice decided to be a nurse when she was four
years old. She always wanted to play at "doctors and nurse” with
her plavmates G 2 07 K ). When she lef. school last year she
still wanted to be a real nurse. One duy she saw an advertisement
(I #) in+the newspaper:

DO YOU WANT TO iir..P PEOPLE?

STUDY NURSING.

SEND THIS FORM TO US FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Alice filled in tlie form with her name and address. She cut it
out and posted it at once.

[Last September she started her studies in a big hospital in
Newcastle. She had to work very hard. She went to classses every
day and studied ! e at night. Then a really important day came .

her first day in a ward G 7). At last she was really helping sick
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people.not just sitting in classes or learning from books.

Ai first.student nurses do lots of odd jobs in the ward. They
help to serve meals, or wash the patients. They also keep the
ward tidy and make the beds. They can not give injections or help
the doctors.

One of Alice’s first jobs was in a ward of old people. She was
told to clean all the patients’ false teeth. She collected all the
teeth and took them to the bathroom. Instead of cleaning each set
of teeth one by one,she put them all into one big bowl.

"1t’ll be quicker this way.” She said to herself.” Then I can
give back everyone’s teeth in a few minutes.”

Give back everyone’s teeth! Alice stood in the middle of the
ward with her big bowl of teeth. She had no idea which teeth be-
longed to which old man! You can imagine the confusion GE&L)
of the next half-hour when each patient had to find his own
teeth!

6. Alice

A.is still at school

B. will finish school soon
C. recently left school
D. studies hard at school
7. She posted her answer
A.right away
R. the next day
C. after a few days
D. in September
8. At the hospital Alice worked ina ward

A.from the first day
. 8 .



B. every day
C. as a student nurse
M. late at night
9. toclean the patients’ {alse téeth.
A. Alice decided
B. Alice wanted
C. A nurse aske.. Alice
D. A patient asked Alice
10. It took half an hour .
A. to clean all the teeth
B. to collect the teeth
C. to find the teeth

D. to return the teeth to their owners
=2 The High Cost of Living

Many families in the United States have a larget income now
than ever before,but people are finding it difficult to make ends
meet anyway. Almost everyone is wondering,” What happens 1o
all my money? I never seem to have anything left to put away.”

Why isn’t a dollar worth as much as it used to be?One dollar
is always worth the same amount,that is.100 cents. But the val-
ue of a dollar is how much it can buy. The value of money de-
pends on the cost of living. Economists (2 2 % ) say that the
cost of living is the money that a family must pay for the necessi-
ties (4 i E i) of life such as food, housing or rent.clothes,
and medical expenses. For many years now,the cost of living has
increased greatly.so the value of the dollar has decreased. When

-9.



a dollar has a low value.you cannot buy as many things with it.

No one fully understands why the cost of living keeps in-
creasing . but economists believe that workers and producers can
make prices go up. As workers earn more money.they have more
money to spend.so they demand more goods. If there is a great
demand for certain goods.the prices of these goods go up. At the
same time.if there’s a shortage (=) of goods.the prices also go
up. For example.if evervone wants to buy more and more gas,
the price of gas goes up. When companies withhold (31 ] ) gas
from buvers.they can also make the price of gas go up.

Families need to know what happens to their money. They
need to make their income meet the cost of living .so0 many people
plan a family budget. A budget is a list of monthly expenses. If
your expenses add up to more than your income.you must find
ways to save money. Maybe you’re spending too much on enter-
tainment ({& 7). Or if you're spending too much on clothes,you
may want to sew your own clothes. Budgeting (il ) helps you
spend your money wisely as the cost of living increases.

11. What has troubled many families in the United States?

A. A not-large-enough income.
B. Nothing is left over to put away.
C. The increasing cost of living.
D. A shortage of certain goods.
12. determines the value of the dollar.

A. The government
B. The cost of living
C. The economist
D. The bank

c10 -



13. Why does the cost of living keep increasing?
A. There are always shortages of goods.
B. The workers are getting lower and lower pay.
C. The government makes no interference.
D. People demand more and better goods.
14. According to the passage, when people find it hard to
make ends meet.they
A. find ways to save money
B. do extra work to earn more money
C. try some other means of making money
D.lodge a protest against the high cost of living
15. Budgeting helps
A. one to make his income meet the cost of living
B. the government to battle the rising cost of living
C. merchants to produce more goods

D. the workers to earn more money
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Money

Aristotle, the Greek philosopher.summed up the four chief
qualities »f money some 2,000 years ago. It must be lasting and
easy to recognize,to divide,and to carry about. In other words 1t
must be, ‘durable, distinct, divisible and portable’. When we
think of money today.we picture it either as round.flat pieces of
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metal which we call coins,or as printed paper notes. But there are
still parts of the world today where coins and notes are of no
use. They will buy nothing.,and a traveller might starve if he had
none of the particular local ‘money’ to exchange for food.
Among isolated peoples, who are not often reached by
traders from outside ,commerce usually means ‘to exchange goods
for goods’. There is a direct exchange of goods. Perhaps it is fish
for vegetables.meat for grain, or various kinds of food in ex-
change for pots, baskets,or other manufactured goods. For this
kind of simple trading,money is not needed.but there is often
something that everyone wants and everybody can use,such as
salt to give food a taste,shells for things to make people beauti-

ful,or iron and copper to make into tools and vessels (5[ ) .

These things —salt,shells or metals are still used as money
in out-of-the-way parts of the world today.

Salt may seem rather a strange material to use as money,
but in countries where the food of the people is mainly vegetalbe,
it is often an absolute necessity. Cakes of salt, stamped to show
their value, were used as moeny in Tibet until recent times. and
cakes of salt will still buy goods in Borneo and parts of Africa.

16. Aristotle said monty should be ¢

17. Nowadays we think of money as made of either m .

or paper.

18. In some parts of the world a traveller might starve even

if he had plenty of ¢ and notes.

19. The exchange of goods for other goods usuaiiy takes the

place of money businesses where the people’s trading is

~something for something

e 12 .



