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Preface of Picturing Dizigui

I have always felt it is not only the children who should read the children’s classic primers
like Dizigui and Mingxianji. Teachers and parents are responsible for their students and
children, just as Sanzijing says, to feed without teaching is the parents’ fault, to teach without
severity is the teachers’ laziness. But how many teachers and parents have ever read or followed
Dizigui when they were pupils and children? How can those in the darkness themselves try to
enlighten others? So I would suggest that the grown-ups also read Dizigui while their students
and children are studying. That will give them a chance to make up what they have missed in
their childhood, and for those parents who have read while young, it is also a good opportunity
to gain new insights when they review the standards. Actually, the books like Dizigui are not
just for children, it can teach you the basic guidelines for all life.

Good habits are usually formed in childhood, which is the accomplishment of the adults’
good teaching. The traditional Chinese children’s primers could be divided into the following
categories: books to learn to read, such as Baijiaxing and Qianziwen, books to tell stories, such
as Ershisixiao, books to tell principles, such as Life Reading, and books to tell both stories and
principles, such as Sanzijing. Books such as Dizigui and Mater Zhu'’s Maxims for Families, are
both good to explain the principles and establish the standards. No matter what category, all
these books are helpful for children to form their good habits.

However, the books about principles and standards like Dizigui are really hard for
children to learn because they are too difficult to understand. While Mr. Wang Dengke shows it
in painting, you can not only think about the principles, but also study the pictures. And more
importantly, you will find his pictures very interesting! The pictures will help you process
the ideas and thus help you understand the principals and standards of being a good student.
The interests in pictures will result interests in reading, which will finally result in thinking,
minding and then following in daily behaviors, in this way the children form some good habits
unconsciously, which is the most indispensable contribution for his/her life.

Wang Qiang
from Beijing
March 20, 2012
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Way in the Ordinary

Origin of Picturing Dizigui

Dizigui is a children’s classic primer written by Li Yuxiu, A Confucianist of Qing Dynasty.
Edited through generation after generation, the book has gradually been formed to today’s
version.

Just as it opens with the sentences, ‘These standards for students are guidelines handed
down to us by Ancient Sages. It teaches us to obey and care for our parents firstly, and then
practice true brotherhood and learn to be careful and honest’, it is based on teachings of Chinese
ancient sages, especially that of Confucius, taking filial and brotherhood as the basic way of a
man. Its contents are about the ordinary small things in daily life, but in fact they express the
Way of life. It exactly reflects our Chinese everlasting morals and the value of life, which is the
eternal pursuit of internal beauty, taking Virtuous as the core of the system.

Dizigui has never been forgotten or ignored since Qing Dynasty, and become more
popular nowadays because of its sublime words with profound meaning. On the contrary, in
today’s commercial world people have become more appreciative of its value than ever. Both
the government and private sectors have published this book consequently. Now not only Dizi,
the primary and middle school students, are studying the standards, even middle-aged and
senior citizens also take it as Way of a man.

This is the prophecy and aura of the rejuvenation of the Chinese race and Renaissance of
our Chinese culture. Since Dizigui came into existence, it has only spread with text, not ever
in picture form. With that in mind, I have drafted hundreds of pictures to illustrate the Saints’
teaching. But even so, I'm still willing to exhaust my thoughts to praise its beauty. Or it may be
said, though I can’t be there, my heart goes to! Such is my wish!

Wang Dengke
from Liren Gallery
March 15, 2012
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