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Skyscraper is a totem-type representation for human to conquer and transform the nature
In recent years, with fast development of Chinese economy and emergence of more and
more skyscraper construction techniques, skyscraper has become an eye-catching
architectural manifestation during urbanization in China. Skyscraper design has comprehen—
sive and extensive connotation and requires design teams to possess high—level integration
and control abilities in the aspects of local culture, urban concern, architectural esthetics,
structural system, electromechanical system, curtain wall technology, vertical transport
system, building physics, ecological technique and CAD, etc. In recent years, UA has paid
constant attention to the development of skyscraper in China and has actively participated in
many design practices, gradually forming its own powerful and professional design teams
and know-how. At present, UA has been one of few design organizations possessing
comprehensive design ability of large skyscraper in China.
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Interview with reconstruction project coordinator in Tohoku, Japan:

Mikio Yamaguchi
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What are the reasons that
you quit your job and parti-
cipate in the reconstruction
of Tohoku?

[ was not in Japan the day of the
earthquake. I was in London. 1
felt that the media did not trans-
mit well the information and I
needed to know what was the si-
tuation in my country. At that
time, my best friend also died of
cancer in Japan. For me it was a
vital decision.

What is your role in the so-
cial structure to support the
Tohoku region?

My role is to create a structure of
social assistance and help people
to overcome the loneliness and
sadness through a vital project of
reconstruction. It's unbelievable
to me , sometimes [ feel that
people from Tohoku have best
taught me to face the life.

So your help is to give voice
and coordinate reconstruc-
tion efforts from the sociolo-
gical point of view? Isn’t it?
How do you value the help
that architects are providing
in this situation?

My role is to help local people
through the coordination of
external aid and reconstruc-
tion projects. In our associa-
tion (RCF), we collect popular

requests through weekly mee-

tings. The role of architects in
this assembly is vital, since
there are no clear leaders who
know the joint requests of each
population and they are wor-
king exhaustively to clearly
obtain the messages from citi-
zens.

What have you observed in
society after the earth-
quake, the tsunami and the
2011 nuclear crisis?

The people from the north are
known for their strength and |
think they have seen that
there is a possibility to move

1 it would

forward even thoug
be very slow. The communities
that were previously enclosed
are opening very slowly to in-
ternational aid and this is cau-
sing a change in people who
know they need to help each
other.

What about the elderly? How
does the north of Japan face
population growth and de-
sertification of rural poles?
Older people of this region are
very solid. We feel there is great
sadness but gradually, through
sports and activities we are ma-
king them see a positive side in
the recovery. The question of po-
pulation growth is a problem for
everyone in Japan. They say the
government is considering solu-
tions but I do not see it clear.

How do you value the contri-
bution of young volunteers
in Tokyo from 2011 until
today?

Each month, hundreds of vo-
lunteers come to stay with the
elderly and encourage them
and this moral support is the
sign that shows that there is a
future and hope. The contribu-
tion has been exemplary and we
are proud of the young Japa-
nese and their initiative.
Thanks to them, many of the
technological solutions have
come to Tohoku, as Internet
services, blogs and interactive
forums.

How would you rate the dif-
ferent kinds of help that you
have received from the go-
vernment, the public and
private entities?

The largest contribution is cer-

tainly the government assistance
that has been set in a longer pe-

riod. Private aid has acted quickly

and in a concentrated and public
organization provides human as-
sistance. | would say that private
aid has concentrated much on hel-
ping the fish trade in the regions
of Iwate and Miyagi. For example,
a few days ago an anonymous be-
nefactor has donated a significant
amount to the fish market in the
city of Ishinomaki, Miyagi.

How do you think about the
“Fukushima effect” on the
north region?

[t was devastating. The trade
and products of Iwate and Mi-
yagi were at first refused even by
people in Tokyo. However, all
products are checked before en-
tering the market, and if there is
any danger of radiation, they are
removed and their provenance is
traced. We have faced tsunamis
and earthquakes before, but this
nuclear disaster is a new enemy
in Tohoku.

Have you received visits or
aid from international orga-
nizations?

Yes, it seems incredible, but fo-
reigners come to learn about how
we have managed this crisis.
Many of them left with the idea
of having learned a lesson and
helped to rebuild the north.

How do you see the city of
the future in Tohoku? Are
you ready to assume disas-
ters like the earthquake in
eastern Japan? Where do
you think Japanese society
is driving their energetic
expectation and wurban
planning?

f we had a tsunami tomorrow, I
think the city would be destro-
ved, but if the people are fully
aware and know what to do, I
think that many lives would be
saved. I think the city of the fu-
ture should maintain this social
consciousness, because we are in
a country with dangerous natu-
ral forces. My idea of the city con-
sists primarily of fast escape
routes, solid architectural ba-
rriers and consistent laws cohe-
rent with what happened in

Japan in recent years. Of course,
that does not depend on me ulti-
mately. With regard to nuclear
power, [ am not sure. I think hu-
manity should see nuclear power
as an intermediate step in the
search for fuel. In the future, I
hope we can find new energy
that does not pollute or harm the

earth for future generations.
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Mikio Yamaguchi+Mikiko Sugawara.
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One of the first buildings of the new city
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Architects of Invention
“Lazika Municipality”, Lazika, Georgia
‘R EHEBORE" , R FT, BEST

AR AT A Georgia will add a new city to
REeET Y BEH— its growing urban population.
Georgian president Mikheil
3 shvili launched the plan
at the end of 2011 to construct
the city of Lazika on a stretch
of marshy
the Black Se:
BRIMEESHEETEMT The architects have completed
3R a public se s building as a
juxtaposition between a buil-
ding and a sculpture, each vo-

RAG—MHRER A building
MBEEXER as a sculpture

made out of
one material

lume of the building can func-
tion sep tely from the other.

“This is a series of f]tl;l[i!]ti ob-

Fred &2 AT B FEAN jects—which should set the
“ZEBAE—RIE ' stage for this new city on the
BRL, FEX B FH E A marshlands. The local archi-
HES, Hi tecture was historically stilt-

e SARBEAE supported, so there is natural
MERET XA F

edent here, s Japa-
e, founder of Architects of
Invention.
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“Panyaden School”, Chiang Mai, Thailand
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Situated in the cultural heart of
northern Thailand, Panyaden
School is peacefully located
among rice fields just 15 minu-
tes drive from the city centre.
Inspired by the shape of the tro-
pical platycerium, this 5,000 m?
primary school consists of an in-
formal arrangement of pavi-
lions as an ode to nature’s
beaut$.

Cupboards and shelves are all
integrated in an adobe wall cur-
ving around the sanitary block.
The curved contours of the
bamboo roof structure mirror
the mountains at the horizon of

22  Low impact

A group
of enormous
fallen leaves

the site.
The entire school has been
built from local earth and local
bamboo.




