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Short Forms Used in the Dictionary ZiF8EHNES

adj. adjective AmE American English EE¥iF etc. et cetera (= and so on)
i Z 24T AustralE  Australian English 5%

adv. adverb Elid

KA T 25 sb somebody ¥ A

BrE British English Fe[E ¥ sth something &34y

Symbols Used in the Dictionary Z&iF#ERNRFS
NOTE introduces a note on vocabulary, grammar or usage Atialil. &5 R
© ORIGIN introduces a note explaining the origin of an idiom Xf > &K IR A R

A indicates a word or a phrase that is likely to be thought offensive or shocking by

many people 7~ iRk E1E Al fE# T2 A AN H B0 a4 AR
» introduces a related noun, adjective or adverb 5| ARSI 42 1a . FE2% 1Al skl 1]
EIZ shows an idiom with the opposite meaning & SUHI B 3 &
* indicates a link to another idiom E£R~RZW%5— &
- points to an idiom that can be found under that keyword #7572 ILi% {74 FAY

Ex

SEE indicates the place where a variant can be found /R A #E1% 31 iE F R 3 HAAK

%H

Labels Used in the Dictionary Z<i7 B4 BRI #RIR

Many idioms have one or more labels to explain how they are used. % 3 Ef —®E
PRif, RUIH A%,
Some labels show how formal, how common or in what type of language the idioms are

used —2EbRiRR I > A IER SUF AR SGE R TR 8B IE S

formal i
informal JEIER
slang {Hi%

offensive B[ literary (3 old use [H A
spoken [1i% old-fashioned iifif  figurative Hii
written {3HETE

An idiom labelled saying is a fixed phrase or a proverb that is used to make a comment, give

advice, etc. #rF saying (118, 5 l®H)) B ENEEEIFREE, AUELIFLS,

B EF.

Some labels show the attitude of the speaker £ 2EhriR 3R BHHIE AR S ;

approving & X

disapproving %z ¥

humorous K43k

ironic [i&

the speaker is showing a positive attitude to a person, a situation,
etc., for example: the happy/golden mean Wik AFHAN . FAEH
S HeF, W the happy/golden mean (i i)

the speaker is showing a negative attitude to a person, a situation,
etc., for example: a snake in the grass Vi AXTHEA . Hi§ 5L
RFURR, 11 a snake in the grass (FAFGHIA)

the speaker intends to be funny, not serious, for example:

get your beauty sleep 1iE AAEEE .95 KU A2 +40 M,

1 get your beauty sleep (HESEZE )

the speaker really means the opposite: What bright spark

(= stupid person) left the front door open all night? 1% A\ SChrE 3
BMEBSFEEEMKI, T What bright spark (= stupid person)
left the front door open all night? (HE M JLLRT TR E? )

Other labels show you the context in which the idiom is usually used A —2hriH FEH

EHHAN LETX:
business Rk

law & politics BUA sport K7 technical AiF




Publisher’s note HhRi%BA

A A & RO 2 2] B R B O TR BEE BRI R, (B TR R
B, X6 % 7 R i d— e LA R A i E R B A LA S, E
(idiom) . 42§30 (phrasal verb) BiiiE345 AL (collocation) %™, TijiX LLiEmE
HNRAZTH S REIEK TR EFTLDAERDY,

(Rl >R ) (58 2 0 (EPORERR) B9 A E M EIZE T Ik, BRI
2006 4 i) Oxford Idioms Dictionary for learners of English (Second edition) “H
WA, Ik 10 000 £ 4% 15 F1 4 8 0 0 SR 608 3 1E, R
AR, MR BB TiEREMELRKM K R E, EREMRZA, BxAERHA
. 100 RFAFESEREIERBERES THE, LHANXAER, HE&
BREE R, FTCRA THR, AR EARRMWAT, mEEREREY, F25%
H BSR4t T W] SRR R, 22 2 IO A R B AR AR R R Ok,  FrmRgk
SAZHAER, A BT A PR R 6 X 2 5 i

A i) S 8] 5 [5] BN AR A CoF B TR Bh iR A ) (58 2 hR) (SETUIMRAR) , LA
B fa AR B9 (A SRR in 90) (56 2 h) (BEPURR) — M. AEix
EA AR 98 A TR S RE A Bl T 2R S F R R LE K

SR TAE A B, SR AT ER, Bl KiEE A IFE IE,

SMEHEE ST AL
FAREGEHE

& TR AR R, —RERLERE R, RANERANEY, HEaSHE
SCAEEARE A P AR RN T, HFFEIE R T2 FE RN,
BEFAE D EN A SRR F R, EEHEAES KRB AR.

RLR B RS p — D RN TERE, RAVAXMERBLLAZE RN BRI A L7 H WK
S5 E XK AX RS R R R LG, TSR SCHE R S, DR
WE MR, RIENX ERRFGRERSHDE X5,

SRR, BARBXRERLERSAZANAS, XEAFRFEET N, MEA
—REMMEAE, —BZEEX, REMBAERS Y, RARSMEREER
A, AAEULS S A RHIE Y 2R,
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Preface by Lu Gusun FEi&#F

F3E TR LAY fE S48 AN

YR 2 W), W5 R M Essential English 1225 — WA 8RS, R A%
EEPESETEK, FEBEETAYL, TRAM “Lookout”, BT A
“MFIRF”, MAEEELE, R T BRMED, MIAE Look out 2
BEAMOLHER, WIEF + 948 602w SRR,

“THE B RE T EEBAN CE=EHEMTR) FEA, AFEAT. W
EH, rRES%, REXBPHBMLBIRBE TR, FXRYL, LHMALZ, K
N, 2L, BEMMK., A, 76857403530 F 558 B R S
B, FICHI X R —NEAEA ABCM R X 24— 4), BB RIC. 5 —
8, HWEFSCERIETE Itis a game that two can play. FXRIANR TIEEZ—H
MRS, St tis), WARE R TR EE “XERE IR RE
27 N XL B, AR A Y — W EE, KRR TR
WHEE AN, SUEBEEENEEERBI.

PR RE— B O 9B (LTt A AR “HiE” ), BB KEE idiom
R, BANREZVBOME, LNEAWAGER. & W AKTEARTS
S5HAWRNA SN, WARARKYS, B, ATFERAERBENREE —
BT H IR E T BB W, mAERL TR “AKR” 4, £ A% L to wipe out
BUAE to eliminate 2 25 W) 2, %515 zhia & W8 I ¥, ik, Kt phrasal
verbs R HEAE T iE Y — N EEM RIS, 7E— R R KRR K in i
o, HBA AR RS TN R,

MR L&, EREE—BRAEATENEEH, mRY S5 250
i at this time of day (% year %) i£ /2 at this time of the day (=% year %) #}
SR, ERARIERIEN, 2 WMEFE, MXMARKESBE (small
change) WZRTH, TEFELRERE N ISR A4 BRI R XE;  MIE S B,
B BAEMAY Y E SO M B X, to die FTLAEE “BE”, HLATHE
B, “KT" %, Wi >E to kick the bucket R AT fEHE “PET=7, HE5 A& A
FHE IR W FEFEA AL SCALTE SR A - B RS R TE—&; MR B, REBm
e, FAMIIREMERCR, BV ESCIREIM B, &, #. 67, IEIEARRME
ik % A8 IR AT 2 1tis raining hard # It is raining cats and dogs Wi ] i,
T NS SRR MR, 1E 050G — a8 86 HIOH,



B ASE — WO R BRI R AE A B A — YRR ER AR T L
TR “Hh k™ 1A (B3 7K — K I B 35 45 3 3 we'll fight them on the beach.
we'll fight them ... M HEELA) 2 B R4S — Moo “BE" w, HBIRGE
—4] We'll never surrender 4" F— sl 515 U89 surrender, JF W JC B
KRB 2R, NTFAAMNMSFHRAZEEZ RT3 E R KK GERIEN—K
WS, JF350E Bk B 58 224 A 5 DA 415 31 R I AR B, Flani% to
sleep off one’s anxieties {2 to sleep away the whole afternoon, fEAFZ&EEHC

P KT —ERT,

A% T 6035 5015 3 17 75 N I B 1E 2115 10 B B Bk o [ 2 A R R
ME, A- R Y RRAL B R HE R IR L 1P AR i Y 2 DUSUE AR IE > 1 1R 3)
Wi, BALETIHRR, wENEIREBKEM R, —IIE5, UEH
Rb3E CIEAE”, ESHDRESCRICE, SRUAMER, ESREMBURE T 2 AW ik,
4 2 ) B BB R, B0 T RS A A B . FAE 20 4D 40 4F
R, BT HEIES RS AMIFH R )RR EY, FLUuE,
B ZE 21 e, FRAEXFEEARTR HE#—F, FENHERLZBRKH,
To R 4 4% 45 61l BT R i

fifi 75
LR B K%
2005 4 4 A

BEAFh, 1940 AT LG, MEBTA, LR EXPICERBRK. A
Bz, MEESW, EHEbEaaak. PEPLEIEMA2ESK. Big
MixzErthaflak, LBERBLSHEE, GrEibai) (1975) FE&itHEF
EMAZ—. (FEPUKIAH) (1990) KH A (1998) F:4m. Fikl i, H
PEFE (PR LHE), (ERERY, REHE — R L TRBIR ),
CGEMMEe, JEEMH, JE30hkit X 7 7 Fa BRAR SO R . (R
fEFE: HAS5HER). GlRmEPNERSF) %5 #Ea_ans, He
A iy, REBD. (E5ENRERE). CERE). &R % RBEELET
KRR s, i LA 8 ) A [R] A

Vi1




Preface by Chen Dezhang BREEF

BARREEF

RN LI FHEE, JERFBA LS E 2B (L shEE A8 5)
PR, Pl ENFLEMRSAERE, ERESIERSMNEE RS, BTILT
Ffi, BIX—EMABITT L HHERZE, MRS T TABZ%, WL
WA RS RITEA, RAEEEAETAEM, BRAEEARKT L
TAFEAEE, AN, FWRE, 5 OTIRRBER) 3, &R
BORBHME P RZIAT, REMBCAAEE L, —RBESH = UARER, Fi,
AFHEE—DROHIER, BEAAARRR, RiES NS 2 46 S G
B, FOTHETAE, MWEXCRME XA —E 8 T (GREPER E RN
B, WIS R F2MBCE M), F2EaEnfAd b —2niR,

HWAHFENK: —PTAEAZANELBABEFSTHRE XIEES
ENAR ¥R T4, ¥RQFEERERMER. —S24RELT
A, ALRAEEE D IEE R R DD DO RN SRR, RIARN—
WHA-WPEE, XBELRN “EE” FRRKWER, £F —%FE%, LR
RITREZFHIREE “KAA", e, mxd e “/ha” HAEM, Hx, #Rw
T E R, RAEMEMEE, BRI TOEFL WL, MR ERNFEHA—
%?tﬂﬂiﬂﬁéfﬁi—& MEFEHAME, EEROTEEBEESAHH

UNET, B ET BEZMER, ARAARINER, ARSMEE,
AFmEEEE, “/M” AENEKREHRRREPRN, WM& K" 6B
af | UNET HRE I R R, FIERIER (language feel) FE g AIL7E X}
Ui ER E, BEAR, AOPEEXNX—SINRAS, S TFEEEN
LR T2 T C/NET AH MET H R T E RS, DUE A BhiE keep
R, RENGE keep B R EUR “PREF”, W RRHIE keep it up, keep yourself
to yourself, for keeps, keep (sb/sth) down, keep sb under! &H 2 & E 15>
AHGEIXEE, BELRBUYS T keep X ANHWE?

RIFEMPER — M REARMET, X IEFKRBEWEE, PR HT
PLERGZE, AMEEDERKREFER, EhEE CHEHRPICES, K
BEM, BRZHIERBIEN “/NME” WRK. XEUM “/NME” 5 H e
AN DUF F A S 6 i, R IEE O, BEE AR SR
(particle) M4 ia 1 B A1 K B A &I i, t.855 be, come, do, get, go,
have, let, make, put, take @ MR W&, HIEREZ Mz, EERD
FRLFR A0S TR R A SR 210E, MAERMER “Kid”, XERPLL TS
HEEZ MR, A FEEEEDBAEMIHEmAT IR, iR

ix



TSGR /NET FE AN FRE 2 iE. TR AR R A R &R, b
MEED —EE, FEILFRALE, B-FRMERTEFZEETN., &
CEBR TS LA DOECENFF A, — T EFNR AR “Xi” HEZ,
T RSP, UHREEMAE D, IR CEEE S A AL T
W, Bk — REARY.

JURA B e, MFHEEA LR BN EEERTHRN FE (idiom),
AFERE, BEFEE. EEA R, —8 RS R, —
[& 2 B FE R A A AR, T SO, R T FRRR 21 ¥ (idiomatic usage).
JiE SE— AR A [ E 454, HRAME R RERERE “WE . MEHE, d
AR S BRI FEE 5 TIRKMEE], HANER B RHRE X240
R, hREW. HREWE.

H, miEshatE—#M3E AL_RERIMHAAN U EMAER, &
BRIBEHMY F— M shiAm 5. EiEzhAREENFZE T ES a2
—., FIFEHS, ¥ A do, get, have, make, take % zhiajn bk — i zhid
A B9 2 1 AR S 15 sk R AHE R B . X EEE e sk, &
T KM M. “B/E7, BT “BCEEN, UHBMAZRRRBENE
X, XA T R AR R

KZKEHE have alook (—IFERN“BE—F R“F—IR”) WEEHZ
1 look HIBIAERER, X B look AI# % glance/glimpse %5 ik i A [F] 9 &
B, T4 have ¥ % seize/grab/steal %, AR T “RRF R, “REH jE
AR, “fifaFE R FREDOEE, WHRLE look/glance/glimpse %51k
Hifm L final, loving, admiring, fearful, trembling %%, FREXIFEZL
FHEE (FRIEEEERARMRIE “REE—R/BERE—R, “TiHR
B/ R E —IR”, “HEE R, “BEME R”, BRI E —
R”4%) 2, X —45H BT i JLF R IC T B9, REIE AR 4 4R 305X S0 R [H] F
DB BIER S T KR F BRGNS —, WRZEIBENESZ—.

b AL AN A A 2t AR S ] e R A0 3 DUSAR (4 34 =1 95 1 ) A
R iEshiaam) EREEE I EME L, XHARBEIREIER
B, AR, WGBSR EAN THEEE R, ETEREE, 4
) R LASE R 0 B s, Heb, (4E3iE ST E L) Wk EE— 24K,
W T B RMPEESIE, MARRAEMEIEAEENE TS, MNFE
EHCEABF LM AMARKNSENE, CEEREIED AR Wkshi
i# 7000 £ %, {810 016 look ¢ F b4 4 i 40 &S iE i, EARE T
look £ J3 ik s BT A 485, B 00X AT S PUR I ER A Z A8, BIE



i iF 2B LR, BITHE NS, FIFECHE, RMURER B RE F
BEEXHER, MEIBMFOARRGER, WARPAEEIRE T “#I7T7,
VA X T IR RS A AR RN, BRI R RS, CTFAESA®E, I
REA% ], FLIULR —AREEM, EFHPIE.

AEE W, AU AT SIS S AL A A K2 A 2005 4E 3L [F] AR
B A e, A OEFLHNG?

REBEE, &5 KRESR, il LHEFIELAWER, FHF
THREEMME, —LEKIENBEIK, Fril, 2oy mUR w] aes L i
M. #MORE T E— AR MR, MR THSHRE, HTHAted
EH. W0 (A% 25 ) 7 hard &% F #4007 fall on hard times, play
hard to get B l|; make & F /1 T make a break for it, make or break % .
(AR VR 2R 3 B U e T ¥ 25 K ) SR 6 1R 1) 32 4 o SR ISCSR B T 1
%, 10 bigit up, maxout, rock up %.

RERERMES, XHATLRY THEERABENRE. BHOEY
AR, BB, VA B ARG T O R CRE, X MRS
VRS L 7% ST SRR 0 A AU S TR ALEF, T G &7 19 3
PR R A R (2 B AR B e e B BT AT A 7, IR
(CR— B Sk EIRR ) HLAER KRB R, 5 MU — et R
51,

B

IS EE KA
2013 4% 3 A

1 XEHI T CFERIEE ) M R RS R,
2 XBEEHITIHAE CRREEZ R b, RN T RIS DOEA R K —
WEARTK, BREKS%,

HEY, B, ARUMNEREFRARBIR, =Tk EENEMFERIRM LK
MEERRA T, SEAATHERIIERLLEBRITHFE R T RER
R, HAEEEEMFEHRIESEZRBEERR. TREFEF: EHIFEA
D (FEEFEE TR ERGAKNBH) . CEDBFEANTD, (BFEHR),
CHEA RS BRI E R R), CLERE _—RER) (2EIMEMFIELS
HiEEHEM) . MERSMEBENOFRA: (WUREERIGAEE), CHREXE
FEARF ), (R E 2 A S POR R ) RSO AR RIEE ), (K
W) E=RR) . (A — MRS ) .



Guide to Using the Dictionary Z<iF B2 FEIER
Key to Dictionary Entries 7%k %

Idioms are listed under a keyword

KRR T HFIE 5

keyword %A

idiom 1%

level /1evi/

- do/try your level 'best (to do sth)

try as hard as you can R A% ); WAL
H1;5 2 F1BLk: I'll do my level best to be there by
ten o’clock, but I can’t promise anything. 4R
EHER A RZAEEIIBE, (R IGERIE,

- keep a level 'head

remain calm and sensible, even in difficult situ-
ations  (7EWREEH) fRFFEE, AHAR:  She
managed to keep a level head when all the others

opposite 2 X7

anicked. At A2#batic s, MR SRS
% I3 lose your head »  level-'headed adj.:
Nurses_need to_be[Tevel-headed. 4+ % 3Lfik

blue triangle shows a related word

8, = # T R W K i

i

note on the origin of the idiom > 43 I R —

stress marks show pronunciation of idiom
BEEMARATEOES

i

Jlevel 'pegging (BrE)
making progress at the same rate as another
person or group A4r#Ef; AA L F: There’s ten
minutes left, and the teams are still level pegging.

M a6, WAIRAR LT,

— © ORIGIN

In some games, a player puts a peg (= a short
piece of wood, plastic, etc.) in one of a series
of numbered holes to mark their score. If
both players’ pegs are level, their scores are
equal. 7E—SE Rk, WAL, WD
HIAF AT A2 — R IUBRA 5 (03 o BLE e
M5 MRAFRAEFRBRIBETT, ]
R4S Bk AR ],

How to find an idiom {2z )8
Which word to look for? ZZE RN 2

Idioms are defined at the first

important or ‘full’ word. ‘Full’ words are
nouns, verbs, adverbs and adjectives.
BHENEPE - DEEN RS, %
WA LR A, Bhid. AlEsIEAE,

double /vy

Grammatical words such as articles and
prepositions are ignored. FE A&
oA P T3 AT S

If you look for an idiom in the wrong
place, a link shows you where the
idiom can be found. # > (990
AHEX, HRAEIRRRENZSENS A
#&H,

25

in a double 'bind

in a situation in which it is difficult to choose
what to do because whatever you choose
will have negative results &b iR Wik 1% Hh:
Students are caught in a double bind between a
lack of jobs if they leave school and a huge bill for
higher education if they stay. 4= {7 I 7 A 119 26
e A EB AR, & ERFENEREE,

bind /bamd/

« double - in a double bind



Finding a keyword E#&X®id

Keywords are arranged alphabetically.

Plural nouns (e.g. horses), inflected

forms of verbs (e.g. happens) and

comparative/superlative adjectives

(e.g. longest) can all be keywords.

K FREF HES . 2R

(fn horses) . hia] i JE Hr A8 fk.

(4 happens) PARJE 2511 LB A0

BE R (U0 longest) #BAIE N <4,
In this idiom only the -ing form is used.
TERXAN S R T shiady iy R

Common words # A

Some common verbs and adjectives,
for example get and bad, have so many
idioms that it is not possible to show
them all under these keywords. —4&
W HBASIEA T, W get 1 bad, B
KZHHEUBCT AT N 235)
AEIX BT T

a note tells you to look at the next noun,

adjective, etc. VMR UFAREZ 1 s TET Y

2, WS RE T o HRBX L E
Idioms that only contain grammar
words, or grammar words and very
common verbs, are given at the first
fixed word in the idiom. 8 K A 5%
HE AR PR BT 2 1B AT AE SR —
AN E B 1R 4R E

Homographs R R Xid

If two words are homographs (= spelled
the same but pronounced differently)
they are divided into two forms and
marked with a number. {BInH i [F 7
X, EMN2WPRIIIR, HEEFS,

spoiling /spoun/

 be spoiling for a 'fight, argument, etc.
want to fight, argue, etc. with sb very much #%
BAEARITH (SP4E4) : Are you spoiling for a
fight? fREARBIFTEE? © The teachers’ union
is spoiling for a fight with the Government. #(Jii

Bk S MOR T ARBON T 4.

cut /kat/

— Most idioms containing cut are at the entries
for the nouns or adjectives in the idioms, for
example cut corners is at corners. K Z % &
cutf) 3 1EFIAEZ 2 3 1 i 4 T w2 A 0K
{45 F, HUcut cornersyEiidkcorners |,

above /abav/

above ‘all (‘else)

especially; most important of all JHJZ; fitdE
E(JL: Don’t spend too much, don’t forget to
write, but above all, have a good time! HI|{¢ k%
&%, METEHE BREEMRE, EHHFL! © He
misses his family above all else. fh LA EF A,

lead" 1./

lead? /j1eq/

xiii



Variations within idioms
SJiEPHEE

Sometimes one word in an idiom can
be replaced with another. In this case

tricks /triks/

the idiom is defined at the first word
that is fixed. A K & #9—/ 1wl LA
WA — B, fEXFER T, X4
B ALESS — N E T R 4R F

a bag/box of 'tricks (informal)

a set of methods or equipment that sb can use
—EHE (BREE) ; FEJpk: Hotel managers
are using a whole new bag of tricks to attract
;hl%rgguests. R ZE BT e B TR R

different forms are shown separated by ——
slashes A~ [FIHITE A R 43 HF

When there are a large number of
possible words that could be used,

packet /p=iit/

common examples are shown
followed by ‘etc.’. &N ERHHZL
TR, IATER BBEE S
etc. (%%§),
the idiom is defined at the first fixed word
AT — A 1 T R

Variant idioms &g

If the structure of an idiom can take
more than one form, the different
forms are shown separated by ¢.

R0 EMERAIE—F, RRIPHER
e aFF:

Sometimes an idiom has a variant
which is very different or which

make, lose, spend, etc. a 'packet (informal)
make, etc. a large amount of money B (i
g, TEM%) TRZL4: He went to the USA and
made a packet in office property. 1 T X[, %%
ZE YR T KR,

quiet /‘’kwarat/

keep quiet about sth + keep sth quiet

say nothing about sth; keep sth secret ¥f---<F [
WH; fR%%: I've decided to resign but I'd rather
you kept quiet about it. WELREFI, Hilk
ERARFRE, REHEK,

belongs to a particular variety of
English such as American English.
In this case, the variant is shown in
brackets. A RN—"EMNAEAKEH
BANE, SFE TR EALS
(IERERIE), FEXFEIT, XF
TWASWHAERES+ :

.eat humble 'pie (BrE) (AmE eat 'crow)

say and show that you are sorry for a mistake
that you made A%4; 1ELi#4E: I had to eat
humble pie when Harry, who I said would never
have any success, won first prize. W E13 T —%
R, RAMGAICKBER, F ARG B kg
AHTRBINS)

an American variant SE[E ¥ BHK ——




Ordering of idioms within the same keyword group

B —X}81E T iFH
Idioms that appear under the same
keyword are arranged in alphabetical

bag /vxo/

order, ignoring the following words.
[Al =B~ M i FEUFHES
FRELEHES I 2R A
possessive pronouns unless this is fixed ——
(e.g. my word) ¥E1E, BIFRBEE
F#% (I my word)

(not) your 'bag (informal)

(not) sth that you are interested in or good
at (AR) ACX&FFAE; () BOFK:
Poetry isn’t really my bag. L STH A HK,

.bag and 'baggage

with all your belongings #|[d]4#4: If you

don’t pay the rent, you'll be thrown out, bag and

%ﬁaggafge- WURRARA G, AREANHFAR PR 2
2.

pronouns unless this is fixed
(e.g. | dare say) Ui, BRAESEHE &M%
(1 | dare say)

a 'bag lady (informal)
a woman who has no home and who walks
around carrying her possessions with her % |

articles (a, an, the) i (a, an, the)

Links & L1
Links are arranged alphabetically
by keyword. = 5 $ 5% G ] i) £ £}

AR BRI IR L A

fingers /'fingez; AmE 'fingerz/

i - HE 3
keyward where idiom can’be found
1% > 1 YR i

« green - green fingers
« slip > slip through sb’s fingers

idiom i

» snap - snap your fingers

o sticky - have sticky fingers

» thumbs - |be all fingers and thumbs SEE|be all
thumbs

variant 2159 {k

idiom where the variant can be found

1% ST FE ST B A E

Further Information and Practice HtE 2 R4

There is a 44-page section of study pages in the middle of the dictionary. These
pages will help you to focus on certain idiomatic phrases and give you practice

using them. ATBLHEF 44 TUH22 S T, 03X —%k 1K 565 BIR B S 4R IR L1

W, HEES I EL A,

You can find the answers to the exercises in the ‘Key to Study Pages’ section at the
back of the dictionary. Z<ial 45K 2 5 TUHETA 4 S AR,
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Aa

A ey

fromAto'B

from one place to another M—4hE|5—4&b: I
don’t care what kind of car it is as long as it gets
me from A to B. REIATETRIF AN, HE
B M — A8 F] 5 — AT A T .

from Ato'Z

very thoroughly and in detail #jigiti; ML%E
F: 1/iH: We need an expert who knows the
subject from A to Z. BB —(ORHEIX 1 #RHY
LW

e« easy - (as) easy as ABC/pie/falling off a log
e straight - (earn/get) straight A’s

aah /av
sum -> um and aah (about sth)

aback /obak/

be taken a'back (by sh/sth)

be shocked or surprised by sb/sth (%) F T
—k; KWa—4t; #€fii:  She was completely
taken aback by his anger. fi#hh K%, HMIF T
—KBk.

abandon /obenden/
«gay - with gay abandon

ABC/ 1 bi: 'si/
e« easy - (as) easy as ABC/pie/falling off a log

about /ebavt/

be about to do sth

be going to do sth immediately F&{#5d3; B
W% T was about to phone him when he
walked into the room. FIFELHAFTHILE, Mot
BT,

how/what about...?

1 used when asking for information about
sb/sth - (JAFHEINEEL) - Bt - WfT: How
about Ruth? Have you heard from her? #§#/E/4,
BT AN EAY? o I'm having fish. What
about you? Rizfa, YREf4?

2 used to make a suggestion or offer (ffi F#t
HE) /B4R, - #FS: How about going for
a walk? £ E 48?2 © You look cold. How
about a nice hot drink? VRF KRBT, K
MK E 4 FE?

3 used for introducing sb/sth into a conversa-
tion or reminding sb of sb/sth (T3] H g8
REM) - /E4FE: I know she’s very happy now,
but what about him? FAEMMAERIT L, &
/G 48> © Tve never been to Spain before.”
‘What about the conference you went to in
Madrid?’  “RLARTMK LS PEHESF, ™ “HRARIB
WEDMERIF S RE A mF 7

how/what about 'that (, then)! (informal)
used for expressing surprise, praise, great
respect, etc. (FniiF, B, SHF) &9,
W8T, KitbT: ‘Have you heard Jane’s been
offered a film part in Hollywood?’ ‘Well, how
about that, thenl’ “#RUTiH 7 Whe W7ELF3HIE1G
BT AMHEAG, 0 W, AxEd 7

not be about to do sth

not be willing to do sth; not intend to do sth &
AR, JoE Lt ®E: Pve never done any cook-
ing and I'm not about to start now. 3 M¥AHGL
iR, BAEMATTHAM.

that’s about 'all/'it

used to say that you have finished telling sb
about sth and there is nothing to add #ix£¢;
HERAHLEHRI T Anything else?’ ‘No, that’s
about it for now.” “BEHLBEVHG> 7 ¥
AT, HiERAPRZEXE, ”

above /obav/

above 'all (‘'else)

especially; most important of all Jiljt; A
#EWJE: Don’t spend too much, don’t forget to
write, but above all, have a good time! H|{t K%
%, NETER, BREEMR, ExfIFi4! O He
misses his family above all else. iy JE HAREZH A .
a,bove and be'yond sth (formal)

more than (your duty, etc.) ## (B3%) ; &
IkJ&---: They showed commitment to the job
above and beyond what was expected of them. i
ATTE A 7 A DR 0T

be/get a'bove yourself (disapproving)

behave as if you are better or more important
than you really are HiEHK; HANL; %H
W K: She’s getting a bit above herself. She’s only
been working for me for two weeks and already
she’s telling me what to do! A S KEHM T,
AARTAETHARM, SRR xRS T

abreast /obrest/

keep a'breast of sth

make sure that you know all the most recent
facts about a subject T f#---MBEHH: S5--3F
ik REBRE--M9KJE: It is almost impossible to
keep abreast of all the latest developments in
computing.  FHR b HEALUETA Bl i) K gL
FRA A AR

absence /zbsons/

.absence makes the heart grow ‘fonder

(saying)

used to say that when you are away from sb
that you love, you love them even more & i
Wk, AR, L4 GEEout of sight, out of mind
leave of 'absence (formal)

permission to be away from work for a




