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ABSTRACT

This disertation deals with three aspects of our topic in
question; the mutation of late Ming thought, the introduction
and spread of Catholicism and Western thought in the late Ming
period and the interpretation of Western thought by the late
Ming scholars. Efforts are made in providing a comparative
philosophical study of the development of late Ming thought in
its encounter with Western philosophy.

It is confidently pointed out through case studies that late
Ming thought underwent a certain decline through abused
personalization of value subject with the result of a lost standard
for social behavior. Late Ming thought was consequently forced
into the search of a practical application of the value subject in
everyday ethics while maintaining for itself a firm position in
moral philosophy. Furthermore, it transcended the field of
moral philosophy under an increasingly more metaphysical moral
discourse. It was at this c_ritical time when the Christian scholars
came with Western philosophy. Contrasted with their original

desire of a missionary purpose, they brought in a substantially
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different way of thinking that fused rapidly into the late Ming
ideological movement. There were different attitudes and under-
standing on both the initiators of Western ideas and the Chinese
interpreters, both conditioned by their own cultural background
and ideological focus. Whereas the Western missionaries and
philosophers were concentrated on finding a philosophical basis
where the Gospels and the Chinese tradition might meet, the
Chinese interpreters made effort in understanding and transplan-
ting Western ideas as conditioned by the Chinese tradition and
circumstances. This encounter of Western and Chinese thought
brought the late Ming thought movement to a two-side conclu-

sion of science and ethics.
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HEREAZFEE. ER LU PHRUATEF 88 05 E#
FE., BREAEAGFE, PEALEAUNR—EETFRY
HWEE, TAREF AAFE, URHTEI R G AN LA
MENEAFECHEEFE, P, EHPHRAN—BHK
B RN ANRERRE RS BN TSRS AN —FA
BA B — AT,

HEHE, AR LR RN R EHEHESH I RN,
RNAFUBEE AHL XERN:—FH, BALK L F
CRENTATECBRINEE AN LEANNHFAR
FREHR (M TFABAENAL A, KRN B HEERE L
EAREREREH) TE - ANELAHF LR, REXHS
AREE; F—FE, YH P EALT RS R EANF A
FHEHEREEBNRL, R AR BEXBRNEFARNA
MEFEEANFXCBAGARE, EFRANAE—F £
RFRANEEA TS AN EARR KL TARAS . B2
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HFEERASHHREE

BN B RANEBR I NAEHN T ERRIMAUEH
B K

ARNFEX KRR RAGGEFNFERE - &8 i
T ZRAEREEFTEFE TUZERER L EETHAT
ERAWAR, EERNER LERANXBELTEE AT R
2 EHEFELNEE. FAXXERBIRARERANEAT
FWFPEXA YL WELE N A 16 L RAEER, H M
MUEREHE —AFEAE AERHKL LN RERUHT
REFHARABMMNER XA, Eh, HEAHE LR ERBRE
REBXREARAHT Y,

MEMEFRRBR EAFENEARE: REHHR
MEZBELEFTEFRM 27 URFZEHFRT 47 Tt
HEafaslixHwEa. yEHSAEFTEMNA? FEAXR
TEHCHWFRERTCAVHANER? BR X B X EES
BEXRXEERUZENER BULARIIREH—F W
BMXTHREESARELERYEN? wRLXYE,.XE 4
77 EAREEE,ERASWEN, MELEEAX LA,
AR ERAX IR, UREX —IRIHEA L KRN ER,E
BRAGFBE T, YR BLELRAGEE UANEHEH, K
MIrEERNE NG ABRRN RS RTRX -3, F#tm
EAERB A,

WRABREHETARKITANATELE AN RENE
RERE, MEF¥EWNEARAMEA TR QSR HERXRY
UERBREMXR BLARNERTERHTHERE TER L
WHARXBTEFLWHAR. HF  TELHNFRMKT KA
FROEEENA, X EFAXHETERLHFARF mUL
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