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FOREWORD

The Chinese culture, as one of the oldest nations in the world, has evolved since the Neolithic
Age throughout the past ten millennia. Cultures, as legacies of humankind, make up the world
civilization. With such a long history, the Chinese' selfless contributions are perceptible in
their rich and marvelous cultural heritage. Although only a very small portion of the relics has
survived as heirloom pieces, their variety and quality is unmatched elsewhere. In addition, the

amount of artifacts yet to be unearthed in China is certainly in profusion.

Established in 1952, the Shanghai Museum has become a large research institute and art mu-
seum of Chinese antiquities. Its half-a-century practice in a wide coverage of museum activi-
ties and programs are matched with great achievements. The Museum has a capable team of
professionals, including experts in authentication, conservation, research, exhibition, museum
education, cultural exchange and archaeology. The Min Chiu Library in the Museum houses
more than 200,000 titles of art and history books. The staff of the Scientific Conservation
- Laboratory has won various national prizes, moreover, the Conservation Studio is famed over-
seas for restoring Chinese painting and calligraphy, ceramics, bronzes and other media. With |
the recent completion of an auditorium, the Shanghai Museum provides now an ideal venue
for international symposia and conferences. There are altogether eleven thematic galleries to
showcase the diversified permanent collections plus three temporary exhibition halls. The out-
standing facilities and modern management has ranked the Shanghai Museum among the very

few top museums of the world.

The Shanghai Museum has acquired about one million items of cultural relics in the past half

century. Among them, 120,000 items are masterpieces. The ample categories comprise bronze,

o



' ceramics, calligraphy, painting, jade, seals, calligraphic rubbings, Buddhist sculpture, ancient
' coins, oracle bones, bamboo, wood, ivory and bone carvings, lacquer ware, furniture, textile
as well as embroidery. In particular, the Museum’s comprehensive and high quality collections

of bronze, ceramics, painting and calligraphy are renowned worldwide.

|

To further explore the treasures of the Museum, make best use of the exceptional heritage,

uphold Chinese traditions, and provide reliable historical material for the public and scholars, |
the Museum is therefore publishing a monumental series of monographs entitled Studies of the

Shanghai Museum Collections.

The series covers a wide range of topics such as bronze, ceramics, painting, calligraphy, and \

the decorative arts. The bronze collection is published in several volumes according to their

forms and functions, namely food vessels, weapons, and wine vessels. For certain art forms,
the approaches are either chronological or more focused researches on individual artists. Ex-

; amples of these include Ceramics of Tang and Five Dynasties, Song Dynasty Ceramics, Ming
Imperial Ceramics, Qing Dynasty Ceramics, Wang Jian and Wang Shigu, Zhu Da, Calligra-
phy Masterpieces of the Jin and Tang, Wang Shimin and Wang Yuanqi, Dong Qichang. The |

- decorative arts titles comprise Rhino-horn Carvings, Bamboo Carvings, Four Treasures of

' Scholars’ Studio, Jade, Ancient Chinese Sealing Clay, Paper Notes Issued before and during

‘ the Qing Dynasty, Calligraphic Rubbings, Prints and Rare Books, though were formerly often

‘ neglected, are included in this monograph series so as to reveal their historical values and fa-

cilitate academic studies.

The publication of Studies of the Shanghai Museum Collections: A Series of Monographs is an
| immense project that demands the Museum staff to devote themselves to research and writing.
As a result of their hard work, several dozens of profusely illustrated volumes are compiled
with a high standard of scholarship. It is our sincere wish that through this monograph series,
we may publicize the Shanghai Museum Collection to a wider audience and share with the

readers the fruits of our research.

Chen Xiejun

Director, Shanghai Museum
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PREFACE

Jade study in China has gone through a history of a thousand years since it was categorized |
into the Chinese epigraphy by LU Dalin in his Kaogu Tu in the Song dynasty. Real scientific
and multi-aspect researches on ancient Chinese jades, however, did not start until the 20th
century, which have made great achievements. In recent years, along with the progress and |
deepening of the researches, collection and appreciation of jades has come into a kind of fash- |
ion. More and more people have recognized its special importance in ancient Chinese civiliza-
tion as well as its cultural and artistic value. Therefore, jade study has gradually become a “key

subject” in the study of Chinese antiquities.

With an accumulation for half a century, the Shanghai Museum’s collection of ancient Chinese
‘jades has gained its world reputation for its complete sequence of times and great richness
- in variety. It has been exhibited in many places in the world, such as Japan, The Republic of
- Korea, the United States of America, Australia, New Zealand, Germany, France, Switzerland,
‘ Spain, Norway, Russia, Hong Kong and Taiwan, and published in many important publica-
‘ tions. Since 1996 when the Shanghai Museum reopened at its present building, the main part
‘ of the collection has been put on a permanent display in the museum’s Ancient Chinese Jade

Gallery.

In the past dozen years, I have achieved quite a lot in my study of our museum’s jade collec-
tion, but they are basically some simple introductory essays or catalogue entries. I did neither
make any systematic and overall monographic study on it because of the limitation of archae-

ological and documentary resources of that time, nor discuss the related issues in a theoretical

depth. The authoring of this Ancient Chinese Jades, a section of the Studies of the Shanghai
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Museum Collection -- A Series of Monographs, however, has provided me with a very good \‘

and challenging opportunity to make a more complete and multi-angle research on our mu-

seum’s jade collection.

Fortunately, our study of ancient Chinese jades today can be made on the basis of numer- |
ous related scientific archaeological data and research achievements. As an exposition of the
Shanghai Museum’s jade collection, the book focuses its study on the inherited pieces since
' those archaeological ones have already been specially discussed in their excavation reports.
More emphases are given to the aspects that have been neglected before, and dating and au- |
thentication take the most important position. I wish my years’ study and the latest archaeo-
logical achievements will supply my dear readers with as much information as possible.
Meanwhile, this trial effort of mine may probably be limited by my personal knowledge and
talent. So, criticism or corrections would be very much appreciated if there are any mistakes

or omissions. ‘

|
Zhang Wei |

March, 2007 in Shanghai
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