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FOREWORD

China has achieved extraordinary results since its opening up
policy, lifting hundreds of millions of people out of poverty. In 2011,
the country also crossed the symbolic threshold of 50% of total
population living in cities. The merging in trends is far from accidental.
Looking ahead, urbanisation will remain closely linked with the three
objectives of the new Chinese leadership: economic rebalancing, more
qualitative growth, and better welfare for the people. In many respects,
the Chinese Dream will primarily be an urban dream. But with 1% of
the total population projected to move from countryside to cities every
single year for the next decade, the economic, social and environmental
challenges will be enormous.

The EU, on its side, has a significant interest in a stable and
prosperous China. Our economies are closely interconnected and
cooperation is essential to promote growth and jobs. Thanks to
the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership launched in 2003, strong
cooperation ties have already been built in a wide area of sectors,
such as macro-economic policies, energy, environmental protection,
agriculture, and people-to-people to name just a few.

In past EU-China summits, we have acknowledged this growing
interdependence between China and the EU. But the implication is
crucial to grasp: we are increasingly becoming part of the solution to
each other’s domestic challenges. China was a partner in overcoming the
euro zone crisis. Conversely, I would contend that Europe is also best
placed to be a partner of China in its major domestic challenges. We are
exploiting the opportunities offered by the commonalities between the
Europe 2020 Strategy and China’s 12th Five-Year Plan to focus on new
areas of co-operation, which not only match Chinese objectives, but are
also of common interest.
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From that perspective, a major step was made in Brussels in May
2012 when then Vice-Premier LI Keqiang launched the EU-China
Partnership for Sustainable Urbanisation. This new Partnership is
putting us on a higher level of cooperation towards sustainable cities
and integrated urban-rural development. As an open political platform,
the Partnership will address the urban challenges in a holistic fashion.
All levels of governance, EU institutions, Member States, provinces and
cities are mobilised. In parallel with governments, other stakeholders,
the business sector, researchers and academics, civil society are also
invited to contribute.

In that spirit, I am pleased with the initiative by the China-Europa
Forum to explore this strategic theme. The book Urbanisation: China
and Europe discusses how the experience of European cities over the
past decades could inform China’s own transition towards a more
sustainable urban future. From the mapping of territorial resource flows,
to the invention of new modes of local governance, via the rethinking of
finance, the authors underline the prevalence of an integrated approach
in tackling the challenges of booming cities. Of course, a partnership is
a two way street: thanks to the scale and speed of change in China, the
country could well become the laboratory for new urban solutions that
will later benefit European cities.

This book will no doubt be a source of interest and inspiration
for all the European and Chinese local decision-makers, architects,
urban planners and industrial solution providers who will share their
experiences every year at the EU-China Urbanisation Forum.

September 2013
Herman Van Rompuy
President of the European Council
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