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FOREWORD

ZHENG GUOZHEN

Kulangsu, a small islet of less than 2 km? at the mouth of the Jiulong (Nine Dragon)
River, has witnessed profound social changes over the past century.

With its advantageous geographical location and its beautiful natural environment,
Kulangsu experienced a profound cultural exchange and integration unique in modern
Chinese history, and the international residential community are well preserved to this
day and an important part of the present cultural heritage.

Kulangsu’s culture is rooted in the history of national hero Zheng Chenggong
(Koxinga) and the well preserved traditional South Fujian culture.

Xiamen became an international trading port after the First Opium War (1839-1842)
and the heart of foreign culture was Kulangsu, which had the capacity to renew itself
and enjoyed a peaceful coexistence of local and western cultures. The islet’s traditional
architecture to some extent, reflects this unique marriage of east and west. The main
historical buildings of Kulangsu include the South Fujian red-brick house, veranda type
colonial style, classical revival style, early modern style and Amoy Deco Style. Kulangsu
also saw the emergence and development of the Chinese early modern city as a road
network and public facilities emerged, and the traditional society forms transformed into
the new one.— hence the the source of Kulangsu’s culture.

One hundred years of development gave rise to the cultural phenomenon of
Kulangsu, which became home to a great number of social elites, including linguists.
athletes, litterateurs, astronomers, medical scientists, scientists, musicians and so
on, whom together exercised a profound impact in promoting the process of the
modernization of the Chinese culture, leaving behind an invaluable legacy for later
generations.

The outstanding universal value of Kulansu cultural heritage lies in its authenticity
and integrality. From “Operational Guidelines for the implementation of World Heritage
Convention™ , we know that Kulangsu cultural heritage meets the criteria (ii) (iii) (iv) (vi)

of World Cultural Heritage.



