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Preface
by Yu Yanfei

Executive Deputy Secretary-General, China Institute of Strategy and Management

Secretary-General, Wildlife Cultural Project Fund Management Commission

Life and death——an eternal theme of human philosophy and art.

The "Share One Planet" Wild Animals CG Art Elites Invitational Competition, in which a hundred or so artists from dozens of countries around the world
participated, was not only an event for artists, but also one that touched the core of the topic of life.

Gratitude goes to these profound and passionate artists! What we have seen is their perception of life, as well as their self-reflection of human behavior toward
the wildlife. Their works are not gorgeous and realistic animal specimens, rather, they have vigorous and vivid life--with emotions and wisdom, the artists have
brought to them blood and soul. These works suggest that the wild animals also have life, just as us humans do!

Reward their beauty yet ignore their danger is being impetuous and shallow; being aware that they are in danger yet disdain to ask the reason for that is the
sorrow and despair of life. As the absolutely dominant species in the earth's ecosystems, what humans have been doing may eventually lead to the survival
or death of creatures on the earth, including humans themselves. More and more wild animals are facing increasingly rapid extinction. They have been
repeatedly ringing the warning bell against the ignorance of life by the sacrifice of their own magnificent lives. If mankind continues to be addicted to the joy
of meeting theirimmediate demands and abandon the general wisdom of survival and reproduction of life, they will get punished for that.

If you gaze at the eyes of those wild animals for a long time, they will start to shine and tell you silently the most basic and simple wisdom of life.

The value of this album lies in that it reflects how the artists of different nations go beyond the usual perspective of taking humans as the master or the hunter
and look upon mankind as just one form of life instead so as to percept life with a sense of piety and equality. This perception has brought to us enlightenment
of life wisdom, as well as hope, which is running short.

The good news is that this art festival of "Share One Planet" will continue as a series. There will be batches of fresh art works go on to participate in this
exploration of life and death. If these artistic sparks scatter even broader and more ever-lasting among the public and drive home the idea, so that more and
more people will "look into the eyes of the wild animals with faith and sincerity", then this series of events can be really considered as a vast project of souls
that renders a great service to mankind.

"They are working for the salvation of civilization"——the future generations will thus evaluate the people who contribute to this album and the series of
events that are to follow.

Yu Yanfei
March 19,2012
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Preface
by Terryl Whitlatch

Worldwide Famous Creature Designer

In the Spring of 2011, | had the privilege to be one of the judges for the international Support Our Planet digital wildlife art competition. It was a singular
experience which moved me greatly, especially as | meditated on the tenuous situation of so many animals across the globe.

Art is a powerful medium for communication, and visual artwork particularly so, conveying the artist's message through subject matter, composition, color,
and brushstroke in a manner unique to each individual. And thus when it comes to portraying animals, how apropos art is, as no two of the millions of species
on our planet are alike, even among individuals within a given species.

Today, many of those species are survival crossroads, threatened by pollution, poaching, and man's encroachment upon the environments that have
supported these creatures for millions of years. With this in mind, each artist represented in this book has raised a herald, pleading the cause of endangered
wildlife through his or her unique vision in a myriad of different ways, points of view, seriousness, symbolism, and even humor, and this translates across all
human cultures and languages.

Animals are primal. They are fundamental to the human experience, and are basic to what makes us human. Thus, we have the profound responsibility as
stewards of the Earth to protect and husband the amazing creatures that inhabit it. Into our hands, indeed, they are delivered. Let us make sure that our
hands are good ones. For once the last member of a species breathes its last, it is gone forever. Let us then take care, that the animals that fly, gallop, leap, and
swim through the beautiful art within these pages continue to do so, and brilliantly, for the next million years.

Terryl Whitlatch
Alameda, California
February 2012
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