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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

Itis a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame. should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame™, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part in

the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts” Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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A Tourist Diagram of the F#mous City of Jingzhou
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF JINGZHOU

Jingzhou City, which is also called
Jiangling City. is one of the 24 nationwide
famous cities of historical culture publicized
by the State Council for the first batch and it
is designated as Grade A tourist city.

Located in the middle reaches of the
Yangtze River and in the hinterland of
Jianghan Plain, Jingzhou has an area of 14,
100 square kilometers and a population of
6,300,000 with 2 districts and 6 counties
under its control, of which the central urban
area is 54 square kilometers with a popula-
tion of 630.000.

Jingzhou has a long history. Yellow

Emperor divided his territory into nine states, one of which is

Jingzhou. The profound culture of Jingzhou can be
dated far back to prehistorical times. The living ru-
ins in the Paleolithic Period Site of Jigongshan 50,
000 years ago and the Jiagong Square Site are lo-
cated not far from the little northern gate of the an-
cient Jingzhou City. And more than 20 fairly big
Neolithic cultural sites have been found around the
ancient city.

Jingzhou is the birthplace of Chu culture. Jinan
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City, 5 kilometers north of today’s Jingzhou
city, where Chu State had made its capital
for 411 years from the Spring and Autumn
Period to Warring States. The Yangtze River
valley culture, a kind of culture shining with
central plain culture of the Yellow River,
had been created here.

Jingzhou is also the birthplace and his-
torical multiplying place of the world fa-
mous Three Kingdoms culture. In the Chi-
nese classic novel Romance of Three
Kingdoms, Jingzhou is mentioned 72 of the
120 chapters. The popular historical sto-
ries such as “Liu Bei Borrowed Jingzhou™,

“Guan Yu Lost Jingzhou™ and all just happened right here.

The ancient city has been a place conferred by
the dynasties of the past since Qin and Han
Dynasties. During Qin Dynasty. it was conferred
as the Southern Prefecture called Jingling. During
Han Dynasty, the whole country was divided into
13 prefectures, Jingzhou was one of them. It was
still strategically important in Three Kingdoms
period. Then Jingzhou was made capital by 11
kings such as the Emperor An of late Eastern Jin



Dynasty, the Southern Dynasty the Em-
peror He of Qi State, the first Emperor of Liang
State, the Emperor Xuan of Late Liang State
in Southern Dynasties, Late Liang King in
Sui Dynasty and the King of Nanping State
during the late Tang Dynasty. In the middle
of Tang Dynasty, Jingzhou was classified as
the alternate capital. It was the capital of
Jinghu administrative province in Yuan
Dynasty. From Ming Dynasty, it has been
always the seat of local government of state
or prefecture.

In the long historical progress of
China, Jingzhou has deposited abundant human sceneries.
Today, there exist more than 500 key cultural relic protection
units of different levels in Jingzhou, 7 of which are national
protection units. The relics. as many as the shining stars in the
sky. include such as the land on which Da Yu prevented floods
by water-control, the former capital where powerful rulers were
throned, the historic remains where the Three Kingdoms were
disputed and the Ancient City Wall of Jingzhou which has
been preserved in good condition. Here were immortal his-
toric people of outstanding, such as Zhuang King of Chu who
conquered the Central Plains, Sun Shuao of “Upright
Courtier”, Qu Yuan and Song Yu the masters of fu(a kind of
poetic style), You Meng the father of Chinese drama, “Three
Prime Ministers From One Family” Chen Wenben, Chen
Changgian and Chen Xi in Tang Dynasty, “Outstanding Prime
Minister"Zhang Juzheng, “Brothers of Yuans in Gongan(Yuan
Zongdao. Yuan Hongdao and Yuan Zhongdao) who belonged

ERb BN i €0 %010
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1o a famous progressive literature school in
Ming Dynasty and so on.

Jingzhou is also a scenic garden city
with a crisscross network of rivers and nu-
merous lakes, of which the area of each over
1.000 mu are more than 30 in number. The
afforested area of the urban is 32.1%. Now
the city has become a tourist attracton com-
posed of four excellent scenic sites. They are
the historical and cultural touring site of
the ancient city, the ecological site of the
fisher families in Honghu, the scenery site of
Weishui Reservoir and the touring site of
Yangtze River Swan Wetland.

The abundant historical and cultural resources and the
environmental conditions quickly help Jingzhou's modern-
ization and construction. The traditional fish and rice land has
been built as the important national argricultural synthetic
merchandise producing base and has been formed five key in-
dustries like textile, automobile spare parts, chemical industry.
household electrical appliances and food processing. There is
a pesticide producing enterprise which the output and expor-
tation occupies the first place all over the country, the biggest
artificial timber enterprise in Asia. here is Jingzhou Yangtze
River Bridge, of which the span is the longest in Asia, second
longest in the world, and here is the world’s biggest current
exchange station: Jiangling Current-exchange Station. now
the protection of the ancient city and the construction of the
new city have been integrated, ancient Jingzhou is radiating
his youth.
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ANCIENT CITY OF JINGZHOU

The length of Jingzhou city from east to west is 3.75
kilometers, the width from north to south is 1.2 kilometers
and the total area is 4.5 square kilometers. In the old city,
well-protected old wall accompanied with the completed
moat. The old city wall stands rock-firm. and there are ripples
on the blue water of the moat. They are composed the unique

completed ancient city of Jingzhou
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ANCIENT CITY WALL
The walls were built with rectangular stone slabs at the foot, large
bricks on the outside. And the perimeter is 11281 meters. The city
walls are 9 meters high. The soil walls built as a protection form, the
circuit of the wall system is well-protected, there are six groups of
city gate buildings, the enceinte of the city gate, the mound dais on
the city walls, army shelter cave and other establishment of wall
system are all well protected. The wall was built from King Zhouli
period, which is 2800 years ago, and the brick wall was appeared
in the five dynasties. It is a wonder as a prefecture level old city

wall, still in a good complete protection
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of Grand North Gate (An Extending Part of City Wall),
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ARMY SHELTER CAVE
It is scantered in the wall of Jingzhou, there were originally four army shelier caves. two in the north wall, and
about other two, one in the south, the other in the east. It is divided into upper one and lower one, each one with
five or six arrow slits, every slit can hide two man. There are embrasures in every cave and each army shelter

cave can hide at least 100 soldiers




