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Passage 1| (A\IEPIR)

As a solo artist, Brightman has sold 26 million albums and two million DVDs in 34 countries.
Her musical styles put opera, pop and jazz together. She is popular in the States but not here
(Britain)}—the image of her and her second husband, Andrew Lloyd Webber (much older than her)
seems for ever frozen.

The 47-year-old singer talks about the new album Symphony that came out of a “very dark
time”, including her decision to give up trying to have children. “People have suggested I could
adopt,” Brightman says. “But work is central to my life now. And so I am going to put it to one side.
After a while not having children becomes the norm and perhaps that might sound alarming, to
parents especially, but I have never known anything different. I’'m not hurt by not having children.
My life and career are incredibly rich.”

Talking about growing up in a large family in Berkhamsted (Her father
was a property developer who later committed suicide), she says: “I was
gifted as a child, and very musical. I seemed to be good at anything to do
with the arts. At 5 I understood the music I was dancing to and had an eye for
costume.” She first appeared in a West End musical at 11 and hated boarding
school.

Brightman led the saucy dance troupe (¥#k— A%E) Hot Gossip and
had her first hit with / Lost My Heart to a Starship Trooper in 1978. At 18 she

* married a music manager called Andrew Graham Stewart. “I was probably in
love but I can’t remember. Girls change such a lot between 18 and 22. It didn’t really work out.” In
1981 she was spotted by Lloyd Webber. She became his leading lady in Song and Dance, Requiem
and Phantom of the Opera. They married in 1984.

Brightman says she felt hostility (§(&) “from the beginning. I haven’t tried to understand it.
I’ve done very well everywhere else, especially in the US, where I now live, I just accept it for what
it is. The more you are away from Britain, the more you appreciate it. But I don’t miss it, although I
miss my family. Our profession can be uncomfortable but I enjoy what I do. I get on with it.”

1. The first paragraph tells us that ;
A. Brightman is very popular around the world except in America

i
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B. Brightman’s musical style is a mixture of opera, pop and jazz
C. the British people don’t like her for her style of music
D. Brightman is much older than Andrew Lloyd Webber
2. Brightman decided to give up having children because ;
A. she could adopt one
B. her life and career were unbelievably rich without children
C. she felt it normal not to have children
D. she was too busy
3. The following statements are TRUE except
A. Brightman first appeared in a West End musical at 5
B. Brightman disliked life on the campus
C. Brightman was very gifted when she was young
D. The saucy dance troupe made Brightman famous
4. The underlined word “spotted” in the fourth paragraph probably means *“
A. located B. admired C. followed D. found
5. What does the author try to say in the last paragraph by quoting Brightman’s words?
A. Brightman has to accept the fact that she is not liked in Britain.
B. Brightman lives in America but she loves her own country.
C. The British coldness towards Brightman led to her hatred to her homeland.
D. Brightman was at a loss why she was not welcome in Britain.
BEREGHT:
1. Bo AR BN B, HR¥ESE — B+ Her musical styles put opera, pop and jazz
together iE+E .
2. Co AP LR BE S B EE M, M4E After a while not having children becomes the norm
L I’'m not hurt by not having children %41)-F-, #] LLF|WTiH Brightman R BFFEBEZT
R E AN A EBRIER .
3. A. ASBRPRXT SCEEGH T FIKT, HRHE She first appeared in a West End musical at 11, @ L)
Wit A T at 5 58 XA .
4.D. 456 F3, Brightman S EMEIRIEMA, DI “#RI” FFE1EE.
5. A. BN 3L B B BB M BEAE, 55 —B5| M Brightman 91, REHAE I just accept it
for what itis, #] LA ) Brightman $5% 7 fth 75 9 [ A 52000 A 2 52

t1]

Passage 2 (FH-H#IRE)

A 63-year-old man who hasn’t slept for more than two decades has been told there is nothing
wrong with him by doctors.

Ukrainian Fyodor Nesterchuk from the town of Kamen-Kashirsky said the last time he
managed to sleep was more than two decades ago.

“I can’t remember the exact date and I don’t know why it started, but all of a sudden I found it
more and more difficult to nod off until eventually I was awake the entire night. I used to read
boring scientific magazines in the hope that they would send me to sleep. But as soon as I felt my
eyes getting closed and put the magazine down, I would find myself wide awake again. I thought it
would just be a period of time but it has gone on for over two decades now and I’ve simply had to

2 i
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get used to it. Now when everyone else sleeps I get stuck into a good book,” said Nesterchuk.

All attempts by doctors to put him to sleep have failed. Local doctor Fyodor Koshel who has
examined Nesterchuk extensively and has been unable to make him fall asleep, said he has no idea
of the cause of the insomnia and added medically there is nothing wrong with him. “We have no
idea why he can’t sleep, maybe it’s the result of a past illness. But in terms of medical science, he’s
not in any pain and so there isn’t anything actually wrong with him,” said Dr. Koshel.

1. What is special about Nesterchuk?
A. He hasn’t slept for more than two decades and is quite weak now.
B. Only doctors can make him sleep with the help of medicines.
C. He hasn’t slept for over 20 years but he is still healthy.
D. He hasn’t slept for over 2 years and he is worried about himself.

2. The underlined word “insomnia” in the last paragraph probably means “
A. tiredness B. sleeplessness ~ C. worry D. disappointment

3. Which of the following is TRUE about Nesterchuk’s failing to sleep?
A. Only Nesterchuk himself knows why it started.
B. No one is sure about why it started.
C. It must have been a past illness that caused it.
D. With medical analysis, his doctor knows how it started.

4. In which section of a newspaper are you most likely to find this passage?
A. Front Page B. Entertainment C. Education D. Life

BER55H:

1. Co AR BN LA IHEARRE )] . MRHELFIFL A 63-year-old man who hasn’t slept for
more than two decades has been told there is nothing wrong with him & HrEEf# .

2. Bo AR R Bin]ia] R HERLAIRTRE /. S5E 230 EFSGESE, AR “JohE
iR” IR

3. B. AR A X0 SCEE A0 (1R RE /) . #RHE S said he has no idea of the cause of the insomnia
SR FI W o

4.D. RBLEREEBN CAERIFINTRE ST . AN HBIERRR “AEF” ZH AT “ER.
B “HRK7. CHl “BH” £=HHAFE ALK

Passage 3 (BHB UL EHR)

Not long ago, people thought babies were not able to learn things until they were five or six
months old. Yet doctors in the United States say babies begin learning on their first day of life.

Scientists note that babies are strongly influenced by their environment. They say a baby will
smile if her mother does something the baby likes. A baby learns to get the best care possible by
smiling to please her mother or other caregiver. This is how babies learn to connect and
communicate with other human beings.

One study shows that babies can learn before they are born. The researchers placed a tape
recorder on the stomach of a pregnant woman. Then, they played a recording of a short story. On
the day the baby was born, the researchers attempted to find if he knew the sounds of the story
repeated while in his mother. They did this by placing a device in the mouth of the newborn baby.

The baby would hear the story if he moved his mouth one way. If the baby moved his mouth

- 8-
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the other way, he would hear a different story. The researchers say the baby clearly liked the story
he heard before he was born. They say the baby would move his mouth so he could hear the story
again and again.

Another study shows how mothers can strongly influence social development and language
skills in their children.

Researchers studied the children from the age of one month to three years. The researchers
attempted to measure the sensitivity of the mothers. The women were considered sensitive if they
supported their children’s activities and did not interfere unnecessarily. They tested the children for
thinking and language development when they were three years old. Also, the researchers observed
the women for signs of depression. '

The children of depressed women did not do as well in tests as the children of women who did
not suffer from depression. The children of depressed women did poorly in tests of language skills
and understanding what they hear.

These children also were less cooperative and had more problems dealing with other people.
The researchers noted that the sensitivity of the mothers was important to the intelligence
development of their children. Children did better when their mothers were caring, even when they
suffered from depression.

1. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT the factor that influences intelligence
development in babies?
A. The environment. B. Mother’s sensitivity.
C. Their peers ([@# A). D. Education before birth.
2. What is the purpose of the experiment in which newborn babies heard the stories?
A. To prove that babies can learn before they are born.
B. To prove that babies can learn on the first day they are born.
C. To show mothers can strongly influence intelligence development in their babies.
D. To indicate early education has a deep effect on the babies’ language skills.
3. Which group of children did the worst in tests of language skills?
A. The children of depressed mothers who cared little for their children.
B. The children of women who did not suffer from depression.
C. The children of depressed but caring mothers.
D. Children with high communication abilities.
4. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Scientific findings about how babies develop before birth.
B. Scientific findings about how the environment has an effect on babies’ intelligence.
C. A study shows babies are not able to learn things until they are five or six months old.
D. Scientific findings about how intelligence develops in babies.
EREH
1. Co AGRPBO SCEAMTIHIERMERE S, B8 )LE hRRME RS X A, B, DI, 30H
5 A TUFH X405 /& Scientists note that babies are strongly influenced by their environment;
X B iAHRM4NYT & The researchers noted that the sensitivity of the mothers was
important to the intelligence development of their children; 3 5 D TiUH 5% 9405 /& One study
shows that babies can learn before they are born LA FCHliE. R C W rhEARE.
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2. Ao CEES|RHAE SIS E SR A TIEH ) L AR E IR T The
researchers say the baby clearly liked the story he heard before he was born Z#275 .

3. A. XEER K BEERTE S ST 0 LREEERT 8L R BRRIFEMIRR, TR
/& The children of depressed women did not do as well in tests as the children of women who did
not suffer from depression ! Children did better when their mothers were caring.

4. D. AP CE AR BAOEERE . GEE SCEIRRIIRLWE)LE REN
JURMRE, Hok#EDH. A, BB E4Y, TREAEMFES L, C H4ETE A study shows
g

Passage 4 AR NAR)

Even if you are naturally shy, these three tricks will help you to quickly build a new social
circle in any new city.

1. Take pictures

One of the great things about taking pictures at an event or party is that it gives you an excuse
to get in touch with the person later. Everybody loves seeing pictures of themselves, and it’s very
easy after taking a picture to say “If you’d like I can email it to you”. This can be the seed that leads
to new connections. The next time you hear about a fun event, email your new contacts to let them
know about it.

2. Eat alone in public

You might feel self-conscious eating by yourself but it has an important benefit: you are much
easier to approach when you are alone. People may be afraid of interrupting you or being rude if
you are in a conversation with someone else. Bring a book or newspaper to read(this will make you
feel less self-conscious). Plus, having an interesting book with you will give others an excuse to
start a conversation if they’ve read it.

3. Join a class, sports team, or club

Yoga, salsa dancing, volleyball, Toastmasters (a public speaking club), a class for work, etc.
Take up a new hobby or continue an old one!

These are all great places to meet new people, primarily because you will be forced to see the
same people over and over again in the class. You will automatically make friends with them if you
have a common interest and are forced to see each other again.

Tips:

* In the beginning, never turn down an invitation from someone, even if it’s something you
wouldn’t normally do.

* Email your new friends with fun things to do instead of always asking what their plans are. If

-they have a better plan you can drop yours and join them. This will help establish you as someone
who is contributing value instead of just taking it (people want this in a friend).

* Don’t let little things in life upset you or be a negative person. People don’t want to be
around someone like that!

1. can give you an excuse to start new connections.
A. Taking pictures of others B. Eating by yourself in public
C. Reading interesting books D. Joining group activities

2. When having meals, you’d better if you want to make new friends.
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A. sit on your own in public places
B. start a conversation with those who have friends aside
C. invite others to your apartment to eat together
D. approach others to show conscious friendliness
3. According to the text, which of the following is NOT mentioned as an advantage of joining a
class?
A. It helps you find out your interest and give up an old hobby.
B. It helps you find out people who share a common interest with you.
C. It offers an opportunity to meet the same people repeatedly.
D. It is a good way to meet new people and make friends in a new city.
4. Which of the following pieces of advice is a tip from the text?
A. Try to be outgoing and talkative instead of being shy.
B. Never turn down an invitation from your friends.
C. Offer suggestions on how to spend time together.
D. Don’t give a negative response to any request.
5. By writing the text, the author intends to tell us
A. why you should change when you move to a new city
B. why you should make new friends in a new city
C. how you can make new friends in a new city
D. how you can keep in touch with strangers
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Passage 5 (IR X 1HR)

An upper class British lady once declared: “Anyone seen on a bus
after the age of 30 has been a failure in life.”

I guess she meant that if you’re middle aged and don’t have a car then
you are a loser. How arrogant ({{{1%) and ignorant!

Unfortunately, there are still people who think in that way that
somehow public transport is only for the poor. And the rest have a right to
their cars. Some wealthy folk in the West look down on buses and boast
(WKWE) about how many years it has been since they last traveled by one.
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How sad is that? Our roads are packed with cars and the air is full of the pollution they emit
(HE/i%). But still, many car users are unwillingly to get on a bus or a bike or a train to take
themselves to work.

It’s convenient to drive, they’ll say. Buses are so unreliable, they’ll claim. And trains are
expensive—at least in the UK.

It’s an attitude which may have to change. It doesn’t make sense to drive a car in a city where
there’s a public transport system. Also, these rush hour commuters (& _L¥E#) usually travel
alone.

As a result, transport authorities in the UK are looking at solutions to city center congestion (#
).

One is to increase the number of parking spaces at out-of-town railway stations. More
motorists (F&7L %] \) can then leave their cars and travel into the city by train.

Light rail or tramways are another environmentally friendly solution. Many cities across
Europe have installed light rail or tramway systems.

The subway in London is used by everyone, rich and poor. It’s the quickest way of getting
around the city, whatever your bank balance.

And then there are the cycle hire schemes you find in many modern cities. In London and Paris,
you can hire a bike by the hour to get you where you need to go.

While commuters in Beijing abandon their bicycles for cars, cycling to work grows in
popularity in the West.

Many cyclists are willing to pay more than 10,000 yuan for their bicycles. Mayor of London,
Boris Johnson, is often pictured cycling to work. David Cameron, the British prime minister, cycled
to the House of Commons before he became leader. These days he takes the prime ministerial
limousine (ZEHF%).

1. According to the article, some British people, like the upper class woman, think that

A. buses are inconvenient B. bus services are unnecessary
C. having a car is a sign of success D. only the upper class should have cars

2. Which of the following measures is taken by transport authorities in the UK to solve city center
congestion?

A. The development of cycle hire schemes.

B. Increasing the number of parking spaces in the city center.

C. Installing light rail or tramway systems in out-of-town areas.

D. Banning commuters from traveling alone during rush hour.
3. The author mentions the example of Boris Johnson in the last paragraph to

A. express his respect for the mayor of London

B. point to the growing popularity of cycling to work in the West

C. criticize Beijing commuters for abandoning their bicycles for cars

D. show that cars are still the most common means of transportation for famous people in Britain
4. Which of the following might the writer agree with?

A. The British prime minister should give up his limousine.

B. British commuters should learn from Beijing commuters.

C. British solutions to public transport problems are inadequate.
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