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Abstract

Annual Report on the Development of Northwest China ( the Blue Book of Northwest
China), is contributed by experts and scholars long and deeply engaged in
development issues of Northwest China. These experts and scholars, as well as the
writing work, are organized by the Academies of Social Sciences of the five
northwestern provinces or autonomous regions, namely Shaanxi, Gansu, Ningxia,
Qinghai and Xinjiang. The final reports would be published by Social Sciences
Academic Press of China. This report first came out in 2012, and from then on, the five
provinces have taken turns in the editing work. The present report, Annual Report on the
Development of Northwest China (2014 ), will be the third of the northwest blue book
series, which has been successfully edited by Ningxia Academy of Social Sciences.

Annual Report on the Development of Northwest China (2014 ) is divided into 7
parts, including a general report, comprehensive reports, city evaluation report,
thematic reports, open development reports, featured development reports and
regional development reports.

The general report, which was titled ‘ Yellow River Civilization and the Chinese
Dream’ , gives an analysis on the relationship between the east and the west parts of
China in history, as well as the clash and integration of Yellow River civilization and
ocean civilization. Then the report analyzes the effects of regional policies on the
development of northwestern China during China’s socialist construction period as
well as the reform and opening period. Through such analysis, the strategic
importance of the northwest regions to the realization of the Chinese dream is
explained and clarified. The part also presents an overview of the economic situation
in Northwest China since the 18th CPC National Congress. In particular, hot issues,
including the coal market problem and private lending crisis, are examined we argue
that the Third Plenary Session of the 18th National Congress would be a new
historical occasion for China’s reform and opening undertaking. After the session,

transformation of government functions must be stressed; an upgraded northwest
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economy and a new Silk Road Economic Zone should be created. Based on these
perspectives, the report proposes policy recommendations regarding the Western
Development under the current situation.

The comprehensive reports with economic, social, cultural and ecological
civilization construction and Islamic social issues in northwest China. Related
problems and challenges are pointed out and a five-in-one suggestion about its
development is put forward.

The evaluation part conducted a comprehensive evaluation on urban competitiveness,
focusing on targets of constructing most livable and business friendly cities.

In the thematic reports, special subjects concerning cashmere industry, halal
industry, energy industry and regional poverty were investigated.

In the open development reports, based on the strategy of constructing the Silk
Road Economic Zone, the situation of Northwest China with respect to ecomomic
opning is analyzed. Taking full advantage of China-Arab Expo, China-Asia-Europe
Expo, as well as other platforms would be of great importance to the exploration of a
westward opening path and building a more open economy in Northwest China.

The featured development reports mainly = displayed northwest China’s
development characteristics. The construction of the comprehensive experimental
eco-protection zone in the Three-River source areas, the construction of Chinese
civilization innovation zone in Gansu, the construction of new city area in Lanzhou,
and the management of folk beliefs in Shaanxi were explored.

The regional development reports continue to discuss specific regional
development issues in northwest China. The development of Guanzhong-Tianshui
Economic Zone, the development of old revolutionary base areas in Shaanxi, Gansu
and Ningxia, the development of Hohhot-Baotou-yinchuan-yalin Economic Area,
the construction of urban agglomerations in eastern Qinghai, and coordinated regional
development within Xinjiang are analyzed.

Finally, this year’s blue book gives space for the systematic discussion and analysis
of Heishanxia Development Project, or Daliushu Water Conservancy Project in
Yellow River, which had ever been a contention for decades and closely related to
the long-term development of Ningxia, Gansu, Shaanxi, Inner Mongolia, and other

northwestern provinces.
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