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How to Choose an American University

Many students looking to study in America automatically think
of Harvard or Yale. This is because in the Chinese system of higher
education, there are different tiers of universities. Bei Da and Tsinghua
are first tier universities, and many think they can be compared to Harvard
and Yale. But who can afford Harvard and Yale? Good news! The system
in America is different than in China. In America, what a student needs
to look for is university accreditation. If a university is accredited, then
it meets standards set by an accreditation agency. This basically means
that all accredited universities meet the standards of its accrediting agency
and that a student will find the same level of education at a small private
university such as University of Pikeville in Kentucky that he/she will
find at Harvard or Yale. In other words. there are no second and third tier
accredited universities—they are all on the same level. When looking to
choose an American university, a student first needs to check that it has
been regionally accredited. Second, what is the cost? Third, what type of
university experience does the student want?

Let's compare. In a big university, you will find more majors and fields
of study. However, you can also find many of the same areas of study in a
small university. Let's look at class size. Do you want to be in a class with
200 other students where the professor does not know your name? Or, do
you want to be part of a small intimate class of 10-20 where the professor
not only knows your name, but can give you individual help when needed?

In a smaller university, you are more likely to have small class sizes.



The cost of your university education must also be a consideration.
For many of the students attending large American universities the cost is
subsidized by the state government this allows the cost for these students to
be much lower. Unfortunately, this means students from outside the state
or country will pay a much higher cost of education. However, in small
private universities, the cost can be much lower because all students have
the same cost of education. Also, many small universities give international
scholarships to help make the cost of a quality education affordable.

Are you looking for a generic university experience where you can
stay on campus all four years and never have to experience life off campus?
This is possible with a large university. If you want to experience real
life in America, then perhaps a small private university is for you. At the
University of Pikeville, you will be met at the airport and brought to the
heart of the Appalachian Mountains in Eastern Kentucky. Here you can
receive not only a quality education, but also a unique American experience
of living in a beautiful and historical part of America. University of
Pikeville is located in a small town where you can interact with real
America, and not be stuck on a university campus, never having the

opportunity of discovering what life in America is really like.

Come for the Experience, Come to the University of Pikeville!
Come Visit at:

http://www.upike.edu/

or Contact the UPIKE Admissions Office at:

admissions@upike.edu
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TH |




MOANIM Exswa\

t
i
ff
A

IX]

REFEBHKIR

RPN K% (Boise State University) fefit

1. AEEHHEYARHEA

Hedn RBEULI AR B . BT RFH R AR, AFEA
] R ARF S RN 3 . URILIZARYE B B 2 4 A OU R B FEAH B 9 F 4. L
an, PPN SE K (Boise State University ) B TR RAR LV 7E 4
ENLRFHHEZ RHE152 (ORI (GEEHESHARE) ) o HX
FTR2#BR T TR, G200 HLWmiH, aTLREEET |
RAFAYSE ) . AR AR AR, DR Z Tl B ¥ 44
o AR ARAEE — AR B Y 2 21 J 1 3 B oM AR 9 9 58 A= B B AU 4%
R4, AR AR PE M 7 R 2 X — B T RER T B SR B R A e — A
AN ERE

A SRR T XK 2 10 BB 2E A B E N IERE, RAT LABK R 4 3E
HE G RPOREE S (M4k: http://www.educationusa.info/centers.

php) o

2. ADESTEMME A A KSR

REBHIRF 2 RENFEREAMERM E, AREZECAHX
fHE, SRR A S A BIFEDIAE . A E A 1) K B4R AR I B AR A
11— 52 46 98 L SRR R IR B R .07, I L2 RAR IR
H B4 A S ) $2 (AL 5 B

3. AR EEE IS
EhE, AMT&AHRE RS —FmLr” o AR, 7EXE,
BAPTEE “KFEAEHER" . —SREHRYE, WEHHTMHIK



2, EEREORERRFAPASATHRACTRS . AT R FHZA/RA & AR
SRep, LUK DR AR B 955 K P B TOFELEUIELTS S Il A F LS . 4
RAURBTOFELEIELTS AN, ARATLAEHTE K. ANERSE — K E X
SNEEZR, AEREZLR, —BRER T LN RARA RS,
PRk AT LARIE T

4. AEFSLERRIFEME

BE RN R AL I B A2 BOR . RIE H AT LAE AR sk | 4%
B, MR HIE MR — A Y SR B S S . AR EIR SR A R 4 4R
A —LEARTEE R Z P SCRE RS . — 2R, A S ok
2%, REBERMER SR MTOFELEIELTS A . ™4 1 R F AL A Bk
A HTERRE, R I R 2 U ERR

5. NEEM

HEMIRBEC! BHiFgRERFER, RERIRG M, LHZE
HE RS I . QA T mEE, oA A TR K
KEFF, AERAMBEGMAN! KER R4 BE IR MEFZ
A, LE AR5 ARAN ] ¥ 55 40 0 s 5 B 1 78 R 30 ) LA B Bl LA
FKkAE, RERI.

ERR | BHFDE YNV




MOANIM =)=z

5 “Don’ts” When Applying to U.S.

Universities

1. Don't take rankings for granted.

Rankings only tell part of the story. Every university is unique, with
different characteristics and advantages. You should pick one according
to your own preferences and situation. For example, Boise State University
ranked 15th in the U.S. for engineering undergraduate programs at public
universities (according to US News and World Report). But the university is
made up of more than just the Engineering department. There are over 200
programs of study, good internship options, unique undergraduate research
opportunities and diversity within the international student population. If
you want to build your resume and get great preparation for graduate school
then maybe a metropolitan research university like Boise State University is
a good option for you.

If you're overwhelmed by all the universities you can choose from, you
can contact your local Education USA advising center for information (http://

www.educationusa.info/centers.php).

2. Don’ trely just on your agent for information.

Most universities have great information posted on their websites.
Sometimes that information is even available in Chinese, or the website
might have a translation feature. Don't be afraid to ask a university
questions directly. Admissions Offices will be more than happy to hear your

voice by email or phone and will quickly assist you with any concerns.



3. Don't focus on test scores too much.

In China, people say the score of the “university entrance exam”
can determine the fate of a student. However, there is no such thing as
the “entrance exam” in the U.S. Some universities, like Boise State
University, may not even require SAT and ACT scores from international
students. They just ask for your high school record and minimum TOEFL
or IETLS scores to show you can do university study in English. If your
TOEFL or IELTS test scores aren't high enough, you can retake the test. No
matter how low your scores are the first time you take it, or how many times

you take it, once you have the minimum score, you're in!

4. Don't send unnecessary documents.

Be aware of the specific requirements of different schools. You can
usually find them on the school's website. Preparing documents is an
important investment of your time and money. Don't waste it sending essays
or letters of recommendation if they aren't required. Some schools like Boise
State University just look at your academic record and TOEFL or IELTS
score Send the necessary documents exactly as they are requested by the

university and your application process will go smoothly.

5. Don't follow the crowd blindly.

Just be yourself! When applying to U.S. universities, you want to show
your own personality, especially in scholarship applications. Parents will
ask their children to learn the piano because someone else was accepted
because of this specialty. Don't simply copy others! Universities want to
see the uniqueness in you, and what makes you special will help make you

successful during and after university too.

TR | JHFDE SOERM
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PR KRS (Troy University) %= KX IRHE

TN T EAAETERE A ABRR R ALK IR . XS
WRHSE TARRZUBEIE R EHERMEE . IR T EES, XX
FIRTUEM, REZRENTERBRES WM IER.

sl A . AR TR AT AN B IE N BN E SR “a/an” BE A
“the” . WMEMBR—T, KA LE-NES P MELEFEFERFELE
ke T EHEE TN A HARA, EREREZME, “I
spoke to a professor. The professor told me about an essay. I will read the
essay.” A “a” B “an” MIEFARVIKGIA—AHBELE, &
i “the” MIMEFRSIAZATC #2353 #4417

A WRARSE “on”  a train, “on” a plane, “in” a taxiB{
“in” a car, AR —HIFEE . WRIREZE “at” the movies, P4
RETFEE B . (HARMRE “in”  the movies, HARAVRERE—7H
AR, IRIEME: “in” Atlanta, “on” Peachtree Street, “at” 711
Peachtree Street, MM AIRAEZIRE, &7 21, (BURIREERLRHE
B, IR SCER S TR .

W ECERIE RV 2R A A ghial . JE A R EE] R R
PRI, BT EMEMTFHREXBGES . rbl, 7EN%[E %1
“success” MIMEREMMAIA “succeed” .

FIF—2: R TR EIERALOEK, BE SRR BE
R mREERZHOEX, HEDRGQLIRZBOE . FidHF
HE EEAEEMRZE, EfLH0RFF—2. “Mr. Johns, in spite
of eating at fancy restaurants, likes his wife’ s cooking.” X/ il

e “likes” , FiESE “Mr. Johns” , RAERIELIBIESIIRNZEE



ZiA “restaurants” . FEiE “Mr. Johns” = AFRBEEIERX, FHHiE
B RREOE A “likes” , MAREZEHIERA “like” . AAESL
MR LRI E I 2, FrUABINEY ],

“HEAIE - EAFE SRATIER IR, WRIRE  “have
not” MAZ “do not have” , IREURFEM AR IE, HEIBRA
B, ABTERR LY AR Y SCE Y 35 B RS R R

KA BERET, —RXEPHEFMKEEL, #EEH.
EARRA R A bR F BB . 50 9, RetL
KA o fife e )

FEHMESBvsWIES: E—-DEIESHAFH, EBRTHE
& . WTE “I closed the door.” XAMAJFH, EiFRE “T7, “I”
B TR IXANE. E—DEESNHNTFH, FERETHEH
#. WHE “The door was closed by me.” X/Ma] ¥, FiER “door”
“door” A AU RITXANIE. —MITH, R ABRIEH90%
WA FROZE EEERN. EESHAFRE, CERBLT.

WIE, FFIRBRE R ARRIE !

s - FRFEAE I =ARK
ELSIEFE Robert Wm. Klein
Email: rwklein@troy.edu

EHH | BHDT SOEM
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Seven Mistakes to Avoid When Writing
a College Issay

The following are seven common areas in which mistakes are made by
Chinese students writing college essays in English. They betray the fact
that the writer is not a native English speaker. If you study your grammar
books and pay particular attention to these errors, you will find that they are
easily corrected.

Articles:Do not forget to use “a/an” or “the” with singular count
nouns. If it helps, think of nouns as strangers milling about at a party: They
need to be introduced properly, and an article does just that.  “I spoke to
a professor. The professor told me about an essay. I will read the essay.”

“A” or “an” introduces a singular count noun for the first time.
“The” refers to a noun you have already encountered.

Prepositions: You are a passenger if you are “on” a train, “on”
a plane, “in” a taxi, or “in” a car. You are watching a movie if you
are “at” the movies, but you are a movie star if you are “in” the
movies. You live “in” Atlanta, “on” Peachtree Street, and “at” 711
Peachtree Street. Are prepositions confusing? Yes, they are, but a mastery
of prepositions will make]your essays read smoothly.

Parts of Speech: Remember that many words in English can be nouns,
verbs, adjectives, or adverbs, depending on their form or their context in
the sentence. So don't write the verb “succeed” when you mean the noun

“ ”
Success.

Subject/Verb Agreement: If the subject of your sentence is singular,



