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Brief Introduction

When we drive along Datong—Yuncheng Express Way from north to south, we can
arrive the famous South—Shanxi Basin after passing through Hanxin Mountain Range.
Just beside the bank of Fen River of the basin, there is the City of Linfen which has
been famous in the whole country as an ancient capital in the history, The reason of
why the city has been so famous is that the Emperor Yao, who has been considered
as the earliest ancestor of our Chinese people, set his ancient capital at Pingyang about
4500 years ago, which is now known as Linfen City. According to the record of “the
Biographies of Chinesse Emperors from the Chinese Annals,” the Emperor Yao, Surname
as Qi, whose mother's Qindu, was born at Dan Ling after 14—months pregnancy by his
mother, and named as Fang Xun. When he was 15 years old, he began to help the
Emperor Zhi in ruling the country and he was honored as the Leud of Tang. With a
high stature, he often dreamed of climbing to the heaven, He became the emperor as
the successor of his brother when he was just 20 years old. He set the capital of the
country in Pingyang meaning the place located to the south of the River Shui, which
is located at the Longzi Temple on the west bank of Fen River in Linfen City. The
proof of archeology says that the city was formed as early as the period of Emperor
Yao. The establishment of the city was the original source of the country. So
Pingyang—the capital of Yao had been the ancient center of the country in politics,
economy and culture. As some scholars have said: “The most advanced historical stage
of Chinese nation had been transferred into the area of southern Shanxi—Linfen.” Setting
Linfen as the capital, Emperor had created so many glorious things in the history of
Chinese nation. He devised the earliest democratic political system of demise in
Chinese history. It is said, the father of Yao—Emperor Ku had ruled the country for a
very long time. After his death, his successor was the elder brother of Yao—Zhi. Yao
became the emperor after the death of Zhi. After ruling the country for 50 years,
Emperor Yao decided to choose some wisdom persons instead of his son Dan Zhu to
be his inheritor. There is a legend saying that Emperor Yao decided to let the people
of wisdom as Chao Fu, Xu You and Si Yue to be his successors, but they refused.
Finally he found Shun who was also a wisdom person. Through three years of
reviewing, Yao decided to remise the throne for Shun. He also asked his two daughters
Erhuang and Niying to get marriage with Shun and asked Shun to rule the country on
behalf of him for 28 years. After his death, Shun became the emperor formally. Later,
Shun demised the throne for Yu. Yao also had a creation in the sytem, he ordered to
build a beautifully decorated wooden frame in the capital city, putting a wooden plate



on the frame. Those who had any suggestions or opinions to talk to the emperor could
come to knock the plate. Whenever he heard the sound of the knocking, he came out
of the palace to listen to what whey wanted to say. It is said that the ornamental
columns usually erecting in front of the Palaces later, including the ornamental column
using white marble on Tiananman Square of the capital Beijing, another one in front
of the Palace of the Temple to Emperor Yao, all can be traced back from the wooden
plate set up by Emperor Yao to know what the people wanted to tell him. Emperor
Yao also made up the earliest legal system of China in the history. From the historical
book “Shangshu, legal system of Yao” we can learn that there were five kinds of
criminal laws during the period of Emperor Yao, including puncturing some words on
the face, cutting the nose, cutting the foot, cutting the penis and cutting the head. It
seemed cruel, but all these could be substitutional. For example, the criminal who was
charged to be puntured on the face could wear black scarf as an substitution, who
cutting nose could be replaced by wearing a straw hat, cutting feet by wearing some
shoes made with hemp, cutting penis by wearing the dress covering the knees, cutting
head by wearing cloth without collar, Then we can know that Emperor Yao was a kind
emperor to his people. The calendar created by Emperor Yao has benefited Chinese
people for more than thousands of years in the later generations. He appointed Xi Shi
and He Shi as the officials in charge of astronomy to formulate the calendar, study the
regularity of the changes of the universe including the stars, sun and moon, to
determine the four seasons of spring, summer, autumn and winter and 366 days of a
year to guide the agricultural production. Chinese characters were created since the
period of Emperor Yao. According to the lengend, it was in Xizhao Village of Linfen
that Cang Jie made his creation of Chinese characters. Emperor Yao had been regarded
as a good example throughout the history in China because of his simple and
industrious life. He handled affairs fairly, concerned the life of the people, appointed
wisdom people in the administration of the country. For an instance, he appointed Hou
Ji as the offical in charge of agriculture, Shun as Shitu in the administration of
education, Xie as Sima commanding the army, Gaotao in charge of the law, Xishi and
Heshi in charge of astronomy, Gun in charge of the water conservancy, Yi in charge
of wiping out the four kinds of disasters, resulting in the peaceful country, excellent
environment for the agriculture and happy life for the people in the whole country. As
to the historical successes of Yao, “The Record of History” describes as follows: ruling

the country fairly, remising the throne for others, selecting out some wisdom people
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