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Abbreviations used in the dictionary

abbr. abbreviation AustralE  Australian English
adj. adjective BrE British English
adv. adverb CanE Canadian English
C countable noun EAfrE East African English
conj. conjunction IndE Indian English
det. determiner IrishE Irish English
I intransitive verb NAmE North American English
n. noun NEngE English from Northern England
pl. plural NZE New Zealand English
pp past participle SAfrE  South African English
prep. preposition ScotE  Scottish English
pron. pronoun SEAsianE South-East Asian English
pt pasttense US English from the United States
sb somebody WAfrE  West African English
sing. singular WelshE Welsh English
sth something
symb. symbol - To see how the abbreviations are used to show how different
T transitive verb types of verbs and nouns are used, look at pages R5-8 and
uncountable noun R11-12.
v. verb

Symbols used in the dictionary

replaces the headword of an entry shows an opposite
shows new part of speech in an entry shows a synonym
» derivative(s) section of an entry idiom(s) section of an entry

an
iom

+ in headword (affect), shows where a @m»  phrasal verb(s) section of an entry
Ow

word can be broken shows a word from the Oxford 3000
<> inphrasal verbs, shows that the object (see page R43)

may come either before or after the shows word is from the Academic

particle Word List (see page R44)



Labels used in the dictionary

The following labels are used with words that
express a particular attitude or are appropriate
in a particular situation.

approving expressions show that you feel
approval or admiration, for example feisty,
petite.

disapproving expressions show that you feel
disapproval or contempt, for example blinkered,
newfangled.

figurative language is used in a non-literal or
metaphorical way, as in He didn’t want to cast
ashadow on (= spoil) their happiness.

formal expressions are usually only used in
serious or official language and would not be
appropriate in normal everyday conversation.
Examples are admonish, besmirch.

humorous expressions are intended to be funny,

for example ankle-biter, lurgy.

informal expressions are used between friends
orin arelaxed or unofficial situation. They are
not appropriate for formal situations. Examples
are bonkers, dodgy.

ironic language uses words to mean the opposite

of the meaning that they seem to have, as in
You’re a great help, I must say! (= no help at all).

literary language is used mainly in literature
and imaginative writing, for example aflame,
halcyon.

offensive expressions are used by some people
to address or refer to people in a way that is very
insulting, especially in connection with their
race, religion, sex or disabilities, for example
half-caste, slut. You should not use these words.

slang isvery informal language, sometimes
restricted to a particular group of people,
for example people of the same age or those
who have the same interests or do the same
Jjob. Examples are dingbat, dosh.

taboo expressions are likely to be thought
by many people to be obscene or shocking.
You should not use them. Examples are
bloody, shit.

technical language is used by people who
specialize in particular subject areas, for
example accretion, adipose.

The following labels show other restrictions
on the use of words.

dialect describes expressions that are mainly
used in particular regions of the British Isles,
not including Ireland, Scotland or Wales, for
example beck, nowt.

old-fashioned expressions are passing out of
current use, for example balderdash, beanfeast.

old use describes expressions that are no longer
in current use, for example ere, perchance.

saying describes a well-known fixed or
traditional phrase, such as a proverb, that is
used to make a comment, give advice, etc, for
example actions speak louder than words.

™ shows a trademark of a manufacturing
company, for example Band-Aid, Frisbee.
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Foreword

Michael Swan

When A S Hornby began the work that was
ultimately to lead to this 8th edition of the Oxford
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, language teaching
was in a transitional phase. The old bias towards
teaching the written language, with heavy use

of translation, was being replaced in many
quarters by a focus on teaching speech without
recourse to the mother tongue —a movement in
which Hornby was heavily involved. However,
the emphasis was still largely on presenting and
practising forms rather than on training learners
to deploy them in natural communication. Our
profession was, at that time, decidedly better at
teaching languages than at teaching people to
use them.

In the intervening seventy years there have

been profound changes, whose nature and

scale Hornby could hardly have foreseen. The
communicative language teaching movement
and its offshoots have encouraged us to analyse
and teach ‘language in use’. We have become
skilled at bridging the gap between the classroom
and the world outside, and at producing learners
who are able to use the languages they have
studied for ‘real life’ purposes. The danger is
that, as we concentrate on teaching learners to
do things with language, we may lose our focus
on the actual language that is needed to do these
things. Discourse skills, negotiation for meaning,
communication strategies, task performance,
pragmatic competence and our various other
current concerns may well be important, but

the fundamental priorities have not changed.
Language teaching is, ultimately, teaching
language. Grammar, lexis and phonology remain
central, and an adequate command of these is

as necessary as it has ever been for efficient and
effective communication. Today’s learners of
English, just like Hornby’s students, need well-
planned teaching and reference material to
underpin their study.

Hornby’s mission was to provide such material.
He was by no means only a lexicographer. He
wrote a widely-used three-level course, the
Oxford Progressive English Course. His Guide to
Patterns and Usage in English, which provided
information about the structures into which
individual nouns, verbs and adjectives enter,
explored the interface between lexis and
grammar long before electronic corpora made
this an easy task. But Hornby was well aware that,
of all the knowledge and skills which a language
learner must master, the most important element,

and the one involving the heaviest learning
load, is an adequate working vocabulary. In

this connection he saw clearly that, along

with a good learner’s grammar, a student of
English can benefit enormously from a well-
produced, pedagogically-oriented monolingual
dictionary. Such a work has the space to

provide detailed practical information about
the most important words of the language:
pronunciations, key meanings, collocations,
grammatical patterning, synonym comparisons,
constraints on usage and so on. Hornby was that
rare combination, a scholar-pedagogue who
was equally at home analysing language and
teaching a class, and he was the ideal person

to produce a dictionary of this very special

kind. It was perhaps inevitable that this gifted
lexicographer should ultimately find himself in
partnership with the world’s most experienced
dictionary publisher. The rest is history.

Hornby would have had no difficulty in
recognizing this 8th edition as a continuation

of hiswork. It has all the features that he
regarded as essential: accurate simple
definitions, realistic examples, information on
pronunciation, guidance on the grammatical
and collocational patterns that words enter
into, and notes on synonym distinctions and
other aspects of usage. At the same time, it
contains a wealth of additional features that
Hornby might not have foreseen, but would
certainly have welcomed. The clarity of
definitions is rigorously controlled with the

help of alist of 3000 keyword families. There are
various useful appendices, including pictorial
vocabulary-building materials. There is evena
32-page ‘Writing Tutor’, with language banks

for different genres and further interactive
guidance on the CD-ROM. The electronic version
of the dictionary also provides additional
examples, etymologies, and thesaurus-type
information. Hornby would, I believe, have been
surprised and delighted at the character of his
braingrandchild (if I may be allowed to infiltrate
anew word into this lexicographical heartland).

This new edition of a classic dictionary

brings together, once again, the work of a
distinguished pedagogic lexicographer and an
outstanding reference publisher, and in doing
so makes an invaluable contribution to the
central business of language teaching - teaching
the language.



The Hornby Trust

The A S Hornby Educational Trust was set up by
A S Hornby in 1961 and he generously gave a
large part of his income to it. Today, a royalty
from every copy of the OALD sold still goes to the
Trust. Thanks to the Trust, in conjunction with
the British Council, hundreds of teachers have
had the opportunity to take part in regional
ELT workshops around the world. Each year
anumber of Hornby scholarships are offered

by the British Council, allowing teachers and
teacher trainers from countries around the
world to spend a year studying linguistics and
ELT at British universities. Dr Amol Padwad was
a Hornby scholar from 1999 to 2000.

Being a Hornby Scholar

The Hornby scholarship and the year of study

at the University of Leeds are perhaps the

most significant turning points in my personal
and professional life. Personally, living in a
different country and culture enriched my
understanding and broadened my perspectives.
Professionally, I gained a deeper understanding
of my profession, saw my own contextina
different light, and developed a greater sense
of purpose and commitment. It was amazing
and extremely helpful to join the global ELT
community, and the fabulous Hornby Alumni
family, with networking and contacts all over
the world. I am still reaping the rich benefits of
this membership.

Upon returning home to India, the contribution
I could make to the ELT community in my area
was more satisfying than the personal gains of
prestige, recognition and career advancement.
If asked for specific instances, I would like to
list three: raising the awareness of the teachers
of English in my area about ELT; promoting
networking opportunities and the professional
association for teachers; and launching some
innovative initiatives in teacher development.

While trying to organize the first-ever ELT
conference in 2003 in my district, I had to

first explain what ELT meant, as it was an
unknown term in that area a few years ago. The
subsequent annual ELT conferences and other
events over the years have changed the situation
remarkably. Most teachers are now aware of
ELT- our annual conferences attract a wide
range of teachers and a variety of presentations
related to ELT.

The national association ELTAI (English
Language Teachers’ Association of India) too
was unheard of in my region, nor was there

any awareness about joining professional
associations for one’s development. I was able
to set up an ELTAI chapter in the region, now
one of the most vibrant ones in India, which
organizes ELT conferences and other events and
promotes research in ELT.

Perhaps the most direct relation between my
being a Hornby scholar and my contributions

to the local ELT community is the ongoing
‘English Teachers’ Clubs (ETCs)’ experiment.
Taking my cue from a small voluntary group of
young teachers from my town, who frequently
met to tackle some of their urgent crises, I
encouraged them to form an ETC as a long-term
and sustainable professional development
enterprise. It was the Hornby Trust which
supported the ETC idea at the pilot stage and
later as a larger project. Thanks to this project
several ETCs in different parts of India are
promoting the professional development of the
member teachers, as well as strengthening ELT
activities in the region. An informal online group
of teachers from over 25 countries is at present
trying out the experiment in their own contexts.
Two masters-level studies (at the University of
Exeter and the Institute of Education, London)
have studied this experiment.

Six former Hornby Scholars from India,
including me, were supported by the Hornby
Trust in a unique nationwide project on the
adaptation of prescribed course material for
effective teaching, with Prof. N § Prabhu as

the consultant. This project trained over 400
teachers in adapting prescribed materials

to their diverse contexts, and also involved
compiling a handbook for teachers based on the
insights from the project.

It is difficult to fully convey the tremendous
value a Hornby scholarship adds to a person
and a community. I salute the great AS Hornby
for his vision and his endowment. One way

of repaying the great debt we owe to him is

to continue working for the empowerment

of teachers of English and to take the Hornby
legacy further.

Dr. Amol Padwad

Head, Department of English, J M Patel College,
Bhandara, India.

Hornby Scholar 1999-2000



Key to dictionary entries

Finding the word

Information in the dictionary is given in entries, arranged in
alphabetical order of headwords. Compound words are in separate entries,
also arranged alphabetically.

headwords

book-bind-er /bukbamda(r)/ noun a person whose job
is fastening the pages of books together and putting covers
on them» bookbinding noun [U]
book-case /‘bukkeis/ noun a piece of furniture with
shelves for keeping books onD VISUALVOCAB page V18
'book club noun 1 an organization that sells books
cheaply to its members 2 = BOOK GROUP entry

Some headwords can have more than one part of speech.

blind fold /‘blamdfavld; NAmE -fould/ noun, verb, adj., }—h——
adv.

eadword and all

Squares show where the
information on each part
of speech begins.

= noun something that is put over sb’s eyes so they cannot  possible parts of speech
see -

u verb ~ sb to cover sb’s eyes with a piece of cloth or other
covering so that they cannot see: The hostages were tied up
and blinc !

w adj., adv. (BrE) (also blind fold ed BrE, NAmE) with the
eyes covered: The reporter was taken blindfold to a secret
location. o I knew the way home blindfold (= because it was

There are some words in English that have the same spelling
as each other but different pronunciations.

The small homonym number

shows that this is the first of
two headwords spelled gill.

gill' /g11/ noun [usually pl.] one of the openings on the side
of a fish’s head that it breathes through © VISUAL VOCAB
page V10 k 3

I to the ‘gills (informal) completely full: I was stuffed to
the gills with chocolate cake..

Different pronunciation is
given at each headword.

[ gill? /ds1l/ noun a unit for measuring liquids. There are four
gillsin a pint.

There are also some words in English that have more than one possible
spelling, and both spellings are acceptable. Information about these words
is given at the most frequent spelling.

The variant spelling
is given in brackets.

[ banister (also bannister) /banstefr)/ noun (BrE
also ban-is-ters [pl]) the posts and rail which you can
hold for support when going up or down stairs: to hold on
to the banister/banisters  picture at STAIRCASE

At the entry for the less frequent spelling a cross-reference directs

you to the main entry.

ban nis-ter = sanisTER

Irregular forms of verbs are treated in the same way.

Some words that are derivatives of other words do not have their own entry
in the dictionary because they can be easily understood from the meaning of
the word from which they are derived (the root word). They are given in the
same entry as the root word, in a specially marked section.

he lated /brlertid/ adj. coming or happening late: a be-

The blue triangle shows where

the derivative section starts.

lated birthday present » be-lated-ly adv.

xi



You can find idioms and phrasal verbs in separate sections,
marked with special symbols.

fetch ow /ety verd -
1 o= (especially BrE) to go to where sb/sth is and bring
them/it back: ~ sh/sth to fetch help/a doctor ¢ She’s gone
to fetch the kids from school. o ~ sh sth Gould you fetch me
my bag? 2 ~ sth to be sold for a particular price &2 sell

phrasal verbs section
with symbol
{see pages R9-10)

for: The painting is expected to fetch $10 000 at auction.
[ fetch and 'carry (for sh) to do a lot of little jobs for sb ]———
as if you were their servant idioms section with
[ fetch 'up (informal, especially BrE) to arrive some- symbol [E0»
where without planning to (see page R14)

Finding the meaning

Some words have very long entries. It is not usually necessary to
read the whole entry from the beginning, if you already know
something about the general meaning that you are looking for.

Spin 0w /spm/ verb, noun
w verb (spin-ning, spun, spun /span/)
» TURN ROUND QUICKLY 1 o= [1,T] to turn round and round

Short cuts show the
context or general
meaning.

quickly; to make sth do this: (+ adv./prep.) The plane was
spinning out of control. o ~ (round/around) The dancers
spun round and round. o ~ sth (round/around) to spin a
ball/coin/wheel 2« [I,T] ~ (sb) round/around | + adv./
prep. to turn round quickly once; to make sb do this: He
spun around to face her.

» MAKE THREAD 3 [I,T] to make thread from wool, cotton,
silk, etc. by twisting it: She sat by the window spinning.

Understanding and using the word

Words printed in larger
type and with a &= symbol
are part of the

Oxford 3000

list of important words

(see page R43). Small keys
indicate which parts of the
entry are most important.

{ aban-doned 0w @m/obendend/ adj

1 o= left and no longer wanted, used or needed: an aban-
doned car/house o The child was found abandoned but un-
harmed. 2 (of people or their behaviour) wild; not
following accepted standards

aard-vark /‘a:dvak; NAmE ‘ardvairk/ noun an animal
from southern Africa that has a long nose and tongue and
that eats insects

Stress marks show stress on
compounds.

[ ]
Jbaby 'grand noun a small GRAND PIANO

Irregular forms of verbs, with

their pronunciations.
Irregular plurals of nouns
are also shown.

{ cling /kim/ verb (clung, clung /kl:.n/) 1 (1] to hold on
tightly to sb/sth: ~ to sh/sth survivors clinging to a raft ¢
~ on to sh/sth She clung on to her baby. o ~ on Cling on
tight! o ~ together They clung together, shivering with cold.
O sYNONYMS at HOLD 2 [I] to stick to sth: a dress that clings
(= fits closely and shows the shape of your body) ¢ ~ to
sth The wet shirt clung to his chest. 3 [I] ~ (to sh) (usually
disapproving) to stay close to sb, especially because you
need them emotionally

label giving information about usage
(see inside front cover)

hearty [*ha:ti; NAmE ‘hazrti] adj., noun

comparatives and
superlatives of adjectives

{ m adj. (heart-ier, hearti-est) 1{[usually before noun] showmg
friendly feelings forsb: a hey
approving) loud, cheerful and full of energy: a hearty and
boisterous fellow ¢ a hearty vpice 3 [only before noun] (of a

Meanings that are closely
related share the same
short cut.

Words from the Academic
Word List are marked
with EXT

(see page R44).

pronunciation, with
American pronunciation
where it is different

(see pages R45-6)

:' prepositions, adverbs

and structures that can
be used with this word

] examples of use in

italic type

information on use of adjectives (see page R12)



dock /dok; NAmE dazk/ noun, verb

mnoun 1 [(] a part of a port where ships are repaired, or
where goods are put onto or taken off them: dock workers
© The ship was in dock. D see also bRy pock 2 docks[pl.]
a group of docks in a port and the buildings around them

information on
different types of noun
(see pagesR11-12)

xhatareusedfor%an_mxsm storing goods, etc. 3 [(]
(NAmE) = JETTY 4 [C] (NAME) 2 raised platform for load-
ing vehicles or trains 5 [(] the part of a court where the
person who has been accused of a crime stands or sits dur-
ing a trial: He's been in the dock (= on trial for a crime)
several times already. © COLLOCATIONS at JUSTICE 6 [U] a

r

word used in definition that
is not in the Oxford 3000

L

wild plant of northern Europe with large thick leaves that
can be rubbed on skin that has been stung by NETTLES t0
make it less painful: dock leaves

wverb 1 [I,T] ~ (sth) if a ship docks or you dock a ship, it
sails into a HARBOUR and stays there: The ferry is expected
to dock at 6. 2 [1, T ~ (sth) if two spPACECRAFT dock, or are
docked, they are joined together in space

Build your vocabulary

fixed form of noun

common phrase in
bold type in example
(see page R13)

T

verh codes and frames
(see pages R5-8)

The dictionary also contains a lot of information that will help

you increase your vocabulary and use the language productively.

Special symbols show
synonyms and opposites.

words listed in order of
how frequent they are

Comparerefersyou toa
word with a contrasting
meaning

M

stable ow m/‘stelhllad; noun, verb

wadj. 1 owfirmly fixed;

ekt v orfan WORD FAMILY

steady:s;nbupnnesoa staBle adj' (£ timstabic)
relationship o This lad-

der doesn't seem very stable. o

The patient’s condition is
stable (= it is not getting worse). 2 o« (of a person) calm
and reasonable; not easily upset balanced: Mentally
sheis notvcrysmble 3 (technical) (of a substance) staying
in the same chemical or ATOMIC state: chemically stable
unstable » stably /'sterbli/ adv.

valuable

| precious « priceless - irreplaceable

These words all describe sth that is worth a lot of money

or very important to sb.

valuable worth a lot of money: The thieves took three
pieces of valuable jewellery.

preciousrare and worth a lot of money; loved or valued
very much: a precious Chinese vase, valued at half a
million pounds o precious memories of our time together

pricelessextremely valuable; loved or valued very
much: a priceless collection of antiques

irreplaceabletoo valuable or special to be replaced

PATTERNS
u valuable/precious/priceless/irreplaceable possessions
» valuable/precious/priceless antiques/jewels/jewellery

bear 0 /bealr); NAmE ber verb, noun

mnoun 1 2 heavy wild animal with thick fur and sharp
cLAWS (= pointed parts on the ends of its feet). There
are many types of bear: a black bear 9 see also GrizzLY
BEAR, POLAR BEAR, TEDDY BEAR 2 (finance) a person
who sells shares in a company, etc., hoping to buy them
back later at a lower price © compare BULL ©see also
BEARISH

[iom 3 Iike a bear with a sore ‘head (informal) bad-

pered or in a bad-tempered way

Word families show
words related to the
headword.

Notes help you choose the right word, and also help with difficult grammar
points. They are all listed on pages R15-19.

Cross-references refer you to information in other parts of the dictionary.
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ee also refersyoutoa
word with a similar or
related meaning.
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Numbers

10000-foot view / ten 'Bavznd 'fut 'vju:/ noun
(business) a broad general view or description of a
problem @IDHELICOPTER VIEW, OVERVIEW: Let me
give you the 10000-foot view.

1040 form |/ ten 'fo:ti form; NAmE ‘foxrti form/
noun (in the US) an official document in which you give
details of the amount of money that you have earned so
that the government can calculate how much tax you
have to pay

12 /twelv/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given
to a film/movie to show that it can be watched legally
only by people who are at least twelve years old;
a film/movie that has this label: I can take the
kids too—it'sa12.

1471 ['wan fo: sevn wan; NAmé forx/ (in Britain)
the telephone number you can use to find out the
telephone number of the person who called you
most recently, and the time the call was made

15 / fiftin/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given to a
film/movie to show that it can be watched legally only
by people who are at least fifteen years old; a film/
movie that has this label

18 | er'tim/ noun (in Britain) a label that is given
to a film/movie to show that it can be watched legally
only by people who are at least eighteen years old;
a film/movie that has this label

18-wheeler / ertin ‘wizla(r)/ noun (NAmE)
avery large truck with nine wheels on each side

20/20 vision / twenti twenti ‘vizn/ noun
the ability to see perfectly withoutusing
glasses or CONTACT LENSES

2.1 / tu:'wan/ noun the upper level of the second
highest standard of degree given by a British oran
Australian university: Igota 2.1

2.2 | tu:'tuz/ noun the lower level of the second
highest standard of degree given by a British oran
Australian university

24-hour clock / twenti forr ave 'klok; NAmE aver

‘kla:k/ noun the system of using twenty four numbers
to talk about the hours of the day, instead of dividing it
into two units of twelve hours

24/7 | twenti fo: 'sevan: NAmEforr/ adv. (informal)
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week (used to
mean ‘all the time’): She’s with me all the time—24/7.

3-D (also three-D)/ 6ri: ‘di:/ noun [U] the quality of
having, or appearing to have, length, width and depth:
These glasses allow you to see the film in 3-D.

3G / Bri: 'd3iz/ abbr. third generation (used to describe
alevel of performance for MOBILE/CELL PHONES
that makes it possible to move data to and from the
Internet): 3G technology

35mm / 83:tifarv ‘milimizta(r); NAmE 83:rti-/ noun
the size of film that is usually used in cameras for taking
photographs and making films/movies

360-degree feedback /'0ri: handrad on siksti
dr'gri: fi:dbzek/ (also 360-degree appraisal)
noun [U] (business) information provided by all the
people that an employee deals with, used as a way
of deciding how well the employee does their job:
360-degree feedback assessments

4 x4 | fo:bar 'fa;; NAmE forr bar ‘fair/ noun a vehicle
with a system in which power is applied to all four
wheels, making it easier to control

411 / for wan ‘wan: NAmE forr/ noun 1 [U] the
telephone number of the service that you use in the
US to find outa person's telephone number: Call 4171.
2 the 411([sing.] (NAmE, informal) the true facts
about a situation or the information you need: He Il
giveus the 411 on what to expect.

7/7 | sevn'sevn/ noun (BrE) the abbreviation for the
date 7 July, 2005, when several bomb attacks took
place in London

the $64,000 question /sikstifo: favznd

Jdpla 'kwestfon; NAmE forr, da:lar/ noun

(informal) the thing that people most want to know,
or that is most important: It’s a clever plan, but the sixty-
four thousand dollar question is: will it work?

9/11 /nam rlevn/ noun the abbreviation for the date
September 11, 2001, when TERRORISTS flew planes
into the World Trade Center in New York, the Pentagon
in Washington, D.C., and a field in Pennsylvania, killing
thousands of people

911 /nam wan 'wAn/ the telephone number used in
the US to call the police, fire or ambulance services in
an emergency: (VAmE) Call 911.

99 /namti‘'nam/ noun (BrE) an ice cream in a CONE
with a stick of chocolate in the top

999 / nam nam ‘nam/ the telephone number used in
Britain to call the police, fire or ambulance services in
an emergency: (BrE) Dial 999.
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A Je1/ noun, symbol, abbr.

mnoun (also a) (pl. As, A’s, a's [erz/) 1 [C, U] the first letter of
the English alphabet: ‘Apple’ begins with (an) A/A” 2 A
[ U] (music) the 6th note in the scALE of C MAJOR
3 [C, U] the highest mark/grade that a student can get for
a piece of work or course of study: She got (an) A in/for
Biology. ¢ He had straight A’s (= nothing but A’s) all
through high school. 4 A [U] used to represent the first of
two or more possibilities: Shall we go for plan A or plan B?
5 A[U] used to represent a person, for example in an im-
agined situation or to hide their identity: Assume A knows
B is guilty Dsee also A-FRAME, A LEVEL, A-ROAD

G from A to Bfrom one place to another: For me a car is
Jjust a means of getting from A to B. from A to Z including
everything there is to know about sth: He knew his subject
fromAtoZ.

wsymbol 1 used in Britain before a number to refer to a par-
ticular important road: the A34 to Newbury 2 used (but not
in the US) before numbers which show standard METRIC
sizes of paper: a sheet of A4 paper (= 297 x 210mm) ¢ A3 (=
420 % 297mm) > A5 (= 210 x 148mm)

wabbr. (in writing) AMP(s)

a O=w /3; strong form e1/ (also an [an; strong form &n/)

indefinite article

[EMa The form a is used before consonant sounds and the
form an before vowel sounds. When saying abbreviations
like ‘FM’ or ‘UN’, use a or an according to how the first let-
ter is said. For example, F is a consonant, but begins with
the sound /e/ and so you say: an FM radio. U is a vowel but
begins with /j/ and so you say: a UN declaration. 1 ewused
before countable or singular nouns referring to people or
things that have not already been mentioned: a man/
horse/unit ¢ an aunt/egg/hour/x-ray o I can only carry
two at a time. © There’s a visitor for you. < She’s a friend of
my father’s (= one of my father’s friends). 2 ew used before
uncountable nouns when these have an adjective in front
of them, or phrase following them: a good knowledge of
French o a sadness that won't go away 3 owany; every: A
lion is a dangerous animal. 4 v=used to show that sb/sth
is a member of a group or profession: Their new car’s a
BMW. o She’s a Buddhist. o He's a teacher. < Is that a Monet
(= a painting by Monet)? 5 used in front of two nouns that
are seen as a single unit: a knife and fork 6 used instead of
one before some numbers: A thousand people were there.
7 used when talking about prices, quantities and rates
per: They cost 50p a kilo. ¢ I can type 50 words a min-
ute. o He was driving at 50 miles an hour. 8 a person like sb:
She’s a little Hitler. 9 used before sb’s name to show that
the speaker does not know the person: There’s a Mrs Green
to see you. 10 used before the names of days of the week
to talk about one particular day: She died on a Tuesday.

a- [e1/ prefix (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) not; with-
out: atheist < atypical ¢ asexually

A1 /1 'wan/ adj. (informal) very good: The car was in Al
condition.

A2 (level)/.er 'tu: levl/ noun [C, U] a British exam usually
taken in Year 13 of school or college (= the final year)
when students are aged 18. Students must first have stud-
ied a subject at AS level before they can take an A2 exam.
Together AS and A2 level exams form the A-level qualifica-
tion, which is needed for entrance to universities: A2
exams o Students will normally take three A2 subjects. ©
He's doing an A2 (level) in History. o More than 20 subjects
are on offer at A2 level at our college.

AA | e1'e1/ abbr 1 (usually the AA) Automobile Association
(a British organization which provides services for car
owners) 2 ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

AAA /e1 er ‘e1/ abbr. 1 American Automobile Association
(an American organization which provides services for
carowners) 2 (in the UK) Amateur Athletic Association

A & E/e1and 'i:/ abbr. ACCIDENT AND EMERGENCY

A & R/e1 and 'a:(r)/ abbr. artists and repertoire (the de-
partment in a record company that is responsible for find-
ing new singers and bands and getting them to sign a
contract with the company)

aard-vark /'aw:dvack; NAmE 'ardvark/ noun an animal
from southern Africa that has a long nose and tongue and
that eats insects

aargh ja:; NAmE ar/ exclamation used to express fear,
anger, or some other strong emotion: Aargh—get that cat
off the table!

aback /a'bak/ adv.

[ be taken a'back (by sb/sth) to be shocked or sur-
prised by sb/sth: She was completely taken aback by his
anger. © see also TAKE SB ABACK 9 SYNONYMS at SUR-
PRISE

aba-cus /'‘@bakas/ noun (pl. aba-cuses /-kasiz/) a frame
with small balls which slide along wires. It is used as a tool
or toy for counting.

aba-lone / zba'lsuni; NAME -1ou-/ noun [C,U] a SHELL-
FISH that can be eaten and whose shell contains
MOTHER-OF-PEARL

aban-don 0w Ja'baendan/ verb, noun

mverb 1 o= to leave sb, especially sb you are responsible for,
with no intention of returning: ~ sb The baby had been
abandoned by its mother. o ~ sb to sth The study showed a
deep fear among the elderly of being abandoned to the care of
strangers. 2 owto leave a thing or place, especially because
it is impossible or dangerous to stay leave: ~ sth
Snow forced many drivers to abandon their vehicles. ¢ He
gave the order to abandon ship (= to leave the ship be-
cause it was sinking). ¢ ~ sth to sh/sth They had to abandon
their lands to the invading forces. 3 ow~ sth to stop doing
sth, especially before it is finished; to stop having sth: They
abandoned the match because of rain. o She abandoned hope
of any reconciliation. 4 to stop supporting or helping sb; to
stop believing in sth: ~ sh The country abandoned its polit-
ical leaders after the war. ¢ ~ sth By 1930 he had abandoned
his Marxist principles. 5 ~ yourself to sth (/iterary) to feel
an emotion so strongly that you can feel nothing else: He
abandoned himself to despair.

anoun [U] (formal) an uncontrolled way of behaving that
shows that sb does not care what other people think: He
signed cheques with careless abandon. [EITP see GAY adj.

aban-doned 0w pm />'bendand/ adj.
1 owleft and no longer wanted, used or needed: an aban-
doned car/house ¢ The child was found abandoned but un-
harmed. 2 (of people or their behaviour) wild; not
following accepted standards

aban-don-ment /a'b@ndenmant/ noun [U] (for-
mal) 1 the act of leaving a person, thing or place with no
intention of returning 2 the act of giving up an idea or
stopping an activity with no intention of returning to it:
the government’s abandonment of its new economic policy

abase /a'bers/ verb ~ yourself (formal) to act in a way that
shows that you accept sb’s power over you » abase-ment
noun [U]

abashed /a'b2[t/ adj. [not before noun] embarrassed and
ashamed because of sth that you have done
@D unabashed

abate /a'bert/ verb [, T| (formal) to become less strong; to
make sth less strong: The storm showed no signs of abating.
o ~ sth Steps are to be taken to abate pollution. » abate-
mentnoun (U]

ab-at-toir/ @batwa:(r)/ noun (Brf) = SLAUGHTERHOUSE

abaya /a'betjo; NAmE a'batja/ noun a full-length piece of
clothing worn over other clothes by Arab men or women

abba/'abs/ (also appa) noun (IndE) (especially as a form of
address) a father

ab-bess/'zbes/ noun a woman who is the head of a con-
VENT
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abbey 2

ﬂ ahbbey /'=bi/ noun alarge church together with a group of
buildings in which MoNKks or NUNs live or lived in the
past: Westminster Abbey © a ruined abbey

abbot /'zbat/ noun a man who is the head of a MONAS-
TERY OF an ABBEY

ab-bre-vi-ate /abri:viert/ verb [usually passive] ~ sth (to
sth) to make a word, phrase or name shorter by leaving out
letters or using only the first letter of each word
shorten: the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (usually abbre-
viated to JPL) » ab-bre-vi-ated adj.: Where appropriate,
abbreviated forms are used.

ab-bre-vi-ation /abrizvi‘eifn/ noun 1 [(] ~ (of/for sth)
a short form of a word, etc: What's the abbreviation for
‘Saint’? 2 (U] the process of abbreviating sth

ABC | e1 bi: 'si:/ noun, abbr.

® noun [sing.] (BrE) (NAmE ABCs [pl.]) 1 all the letters of the
alphabet, especially as they are learnt by children: Do you
know your ABC? 2 the basic facts about a subject: the ABC
of gardening [EID see EASY

w abbr. 1 American Broadcasting Company (a large national
American television company) 2 Australian Broadcasting
Corporation (the Australian national public broadcasting
company)

ABD /1 bi: 'di:/ abbr. (NAmE) all but dissertation (having
completed all the work for a higher degree except the pis-
SERTATION): ABD students may apply.

ab-di-cate /zbdikert/ verb 1 I, T] to give up the position
of being king or queen: He abdicated in favour of his son. o
~ sth She was forced to abdicate the throne of Spain. 2 [T] ~

ponsibility/your responsibilities to fail or refuse to per-
form a duty» ab-di-ca-tion /zbdrkeifn/ noun [U, ]
ab-do-men /zbdeman/ noun 1 the part of the body
below the chest that contains the stomach, BOWELS, etc.
2 the end part of an insect’s body that is attached to its
THORAX D VISUALVOCAB page V11

ab-dom-inal /zb'domml; NAME “da:m-/ adj., noun

u adj. [only before noun] (anatomy) relating to or connected
with the abdomen: abdominal pains

= noun abdominals (also informal abs) [pl.] the muscles of
the abdomen

ab-duct /zb'dakt/ verb ~ sb to take sb away illegally, es-
pecially using force kidnap » ab-duc-tion /zb-
‘dakfn/ noun [U, (]

ab-duct-ee /zbdak'ti:/ noun a person who has been ab-
ducted

ab-duct-or /zb'dakta(r)/ noun 1 a person who abducts
sb 2 (also ab'ductor muscle ) (anatomy) a muscle that
moves a body part away from the middle of the body or
from another part compare ADDUCTOR

abed /a'bed/ adv. (old use) in bed

Aber-do-nian / zba'deunisn; NAmE @bar'dou-/ noun a
person from Aberdeen in Scotland » Aber-do-nian adj.

ab-er-rant /='berant/ adj. (formal) not usual or not so-
cially acceptable: aberrant behavi

ab-er-ra-tion /zba'rerfn/ noun [C, U] (formal) a fact, an
action or a way of behaving that is not usual, and that may
be unacceptable

abet /abet/ verb (-t-) ~ sh to help or encourage sb to do
sth wrong: He was abetted in the deception by his wife.

[EI» see AID V.

abey-ance /a'betans/ noun [U]

[ in abeyance (formal) not being used, or being
stopped for a period of time

ABH | e1 bi: 'e1tf/ abbr. (BrE, law) ACTUAL BODILY HARM

abhor /sbhoi(r)/ verb (-rr-) (not used in the progressive
tenses) ~ sth (formal) to hate sth, for example a way of
behaving or thinking, especially for moral reasons

QD detest, loathe

ab-hor-rence /abhorans; NAmE “ho:r-; “ha:r-/ noun v,
sing.] (formal) a feeling of strong hatred, especially for
moral reasons

ab-hor-rent /abhoront; NAME -hor-; ha:r-/ adj. ~ (to
sh) (formal) causing hatred, especially for moral reasons
repugnant: Racism is abhorrent to a civilized society.

abide /o'baid/ verb (abided, abided) In sense 2
abode is also used for the past tense and past participle.
1 [T] can’t/couldn’t abide sh/sth to dislike sb/sth so
much that you hate having to be with or deal with them
bear, stand: I can't abide people with no sense of hu-
mour. o He couldn’t abide the thought of being cooped up in
an office. 2 [I] + adv./prep. (old use or formal) to stay or live
in a place: May joy and peace abide in us all.

a'bide by sth (formal) to accept and act according to
a law, an agreement, etc: You'll have to abide by the rules of
the club. > We will abide by their decision.

abid-ing jabadm/ adj. (formal) (of a feeling or belief)
lasting for a long time and not changing

abil-ity 0w /obilati/ noun (pl.-ies)
1 0w [sing.] ~ to do sth the fact that sb/sth is able to do sth:
The system has the ability to run more than one program at
the same time. o Everyone has the right to good medical care
regardless of their ability to pay. o A gentle form of exercise
will increase your ability to relax. GIZ inability 2 0w [C, U] a
level of skill or intelligence: Almost everyone has some mu-
sical ability. o He was a man of extraordinary abilities. o stu-
dents of mixed abilities o A woman of her ability will easily
find ajob. oI try to do my job to the best of my ability (= as
well as I can).

-ability,-ibility o -asLe

abi-ot-ic / etbar'vtik; NAmE -‘a:tik] adj. (technical) not in-
volving biology or living things: abiotic processes

ab-ject /'zbdsekt/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal) 1 ter-
rible and without hope: abject poverty/misery/failure
2 without any pride or respect for yourself: an abject apol-
ogy» ab-ject-ly adv.

ab-jure /ab'dsva(r); NAmE ab'dsor/ verb ~ sth (formal) to
promise publicly that you will give up or reject a belief or a
way of behaving renounce

ab-la-tion /a'blerfn/ noun [U] (geology) the loss of mater-
ial from a large mass of ice, snow or rock as a result of the
action of the sun, wind or rain

ab-la-tive /'zblativ/ noun (grammar) (in some languages)
the form that a noun, a pronoun or an adjective can take to
show, for example, who or what sth is done by or where
sth comes from D compare ACCUSATIVE, DATIVE, GENI-
TIVE, NOMINATIVE, VOCATIVE b ab-la-tive adj.

ablaze /a'blerz/ adj. [not before noun] 1 burning quickly
and strongly: The whole building was soon ablaze. o Cars
and buses were set ablaze during the riot. 2 full of bright
light or colours: There were lights still ablaze as they drove
up to the house. © ~ with sth The trees were ablaze with the
colours of autumn. 3 ~ (with sth) full of strong emotion or
excitement: He turned to her, his eyes ablaze with anger.

able 0= /el adj

WORD FAMILY
10w ~ to do sth (used as a -
modal verb) to have the skill, ::,'; o 1t et
intelligence, opportunity, etc. sTks S
needed to do sth: You must be ﬁmo::j(# inability)
able to speak French for this disabllity noun

Jjob. o A viral illness left her
barely able to walk. o I didn’t
feel able to disagree with him. o Will you be able to come?
@D unable D note at can' 2 (abler ['erbla(r)/, ablest
['erblist/) intelligent; good at sth: the ablest student in the
class o We aim to help the less able in society to lead an inde-
pendent life.  see also ABLY

-able, -ible suffix (in adjectives) 1 that can or must be:
calculable < taxable 2 having the quality of: fashionable <
comfortable o changeable » -ability, -ibility (in nouns):
capability < responsibility -ably, -ibly (in adverbs): notice-
ably ¢ incredibly

,able-'bodied adj physically healthy, fit and strong in
contrast to sb who is weak or disabled

,able 'seaman noun a sailor of lower rank in the British
navy
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