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Are you ready for the HOTTEST of the HOT WORDS?
(RESEFENETE?

This book is divided into 39 lessons, 37 containing more than 365 SAT-
level words that have been taken off of Barron’s high-frequency database
of words and off of recent SAT tests. Additional SAT words are featured in
the exercises.

Why is this edition particularly HOT? J{@iXigimisii]?

This edition contains a phonetic pronunciation guide for every word.
Vocabulary-in-context paragraphs appear after each set of five lessons,
illustrating how the SAT words can be used in descriptive prose. References
have been updated and several definitions have been elaborated upon.

The innovative format of this book sets it apart from other vocabulary
books. “Word Clustering” is especially effective in learning hundreds of
vocabulary words. Unlike dictionary-style, alphabetized lists, clustering
groups Hot Words with similar meanings so that distinctions in usage and
connotation can become more apparent. Never before presented so com-
prehensively in an SAT preparatory book, clustering boosts vocabulary
building exponentially!

New to this edition: ACT vocabulary #FiR#ig: ACTEIC

There are four reading passages that make up the ACT Reading Test.
The four passages come in four genres: Prose Fiction, Humanities, Social
Science, and Natural Science. To clearly and thoroughly absorb the infor-
mation in these expository passages, it is beneficial for test takers to have
a strong vocabulary. Knowing more sophisticated words will allow test tak-
ers greater clarity about what they are reading and, in turn, allow them to
answer questions more accurately. This edition of Hot Words includes two
new ACT vocabulary lessons. The first lesson contains words appearing in
the Prose Fiction and Humanities passages; the second lesson, the Social
and Natural Sciences passages. In fact, these words all appear in The Real
ACT Prep Guide, 3rd Edition, which is published by the ACT test makers
themselves.

Vocabulary in your life BEiaiC
Vocabulary is still imperative and vital to doing well on the three critical
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reading sections of the SAT. Testing aside, gaining a broad and rich vocab-
ulary edifies your life skills and people skills. The paragraphs that follow
illustrate ways in which vocabulary can enrich your everyday life.

Future prep #BZW®

If you apply to graduate school one day, the words you learn now will help
you later on the verbal portions of grad school admissions exams, like the
LSAT, MCAT, or GRE.

Reinforcement through writing @i ZS¢EkAR

Next time you write an essay or creative piece for school, try to use some
of your new words in your writing. If you have to submit a project on poster
board or PowerPoint slides, include upper-level vocabulary words as you
write out the text for this visual presentation. Use upper-level vocabulary
in your e-mails and blogs.

Reinforcement through speaking iBidikiEskIAE

Be mindful when you participate in class or speak up at an after-school
club or activity. Also be mindful when you speak to your parents, neigh-
bors, or employer. Can you use new vocabulary words to get your points
across more effectively as you engage in everyday conversations?

Lively letters k4%

Next time you write a letter or thank-you note to Aunt Anne or Grandma
Rose, include one or two of your new words in your message. Maybe you'll
get a handwritten note back—more fun than getting a shorthand e-mail!

Zesty dinner talk »¢s3hznroBERE

Sprinkle a couple of new words in your dinner conversation tonight. Did
your teacher lavish you with high praise and an A+ ? Did the guest speaker
at school refer to you as astute? Was your soccer team'’s spirit bolstered
by a 9-1 win against the formidable Pythons? Go ahead and sprinkle
those words . . . you might be offered a second helping of dessert!

What is exponential vocabulary growth?
AICEREMIEmMREMdAERE?

Unlike linear growth, which involves a constant addend (+5 in this case)—
5-10-15-20-25-30—exponential (or geometric) growth is rapid (X5 in this
case)—5-25-125-625-3,125. As you can see, exponential sums far exceed
linear sums. Linear vocabulary building involves learning one isolated,
alphabetized word at a time. Exponential vocabulary building involves
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dynamically associated clusters of words. Consider this visual analogy:
Linear vocabulary growth is like a tall stalk of bamboo, adding one foot of
bamboo (or one word) at a time. Exponential vocabulary growth is like a
massive oak tree, adding whole branches of words at a time.

The maijority of lessons in this book are cluster-formatted so that you
can expeditiously learn groups of words at the same time. As you work
through each cluster lesson, read the definitions and illustrative sentences
carefully. Challenge yourself to learn the nuance or shade of meaning for
each individual word in the lesson.

Why cluster vocabulary words? H{dE#aiaiCa?

There are many reasons. Clustering is based on an educational-psycho-
logical idea called “apperception.” Apperception, according to Merriam-
Webster OnLine, is rooted in “the process of understanding something
perceived in terms of previous experience” (knowledge). So, for example, if
you know that trite and banal mean “unoriginal,” link this “old” knowledge
to “new” words like platitude, hackneyed, and cliché. Moreover, instead
of regarding platitude, hackneyed, and cliché as isolated, unattached
elements (as you’'d encounter them in an A-B-C order list), think of this trio
of words as linked to the same category that already contains trite and
banal. Furthermore, apperception is “perception that reflects upon itself—
sometimes intensified or energetic” (Merriam-Webster OnLine). Clustering
in this manner keeps you immersed in SAT-type vocabulary, bringing your
vocabulary growth to a new level.

Consider this analogy: Just as teachers of French or Spanish find
immersion-style lessons effective, | find SAT-vocabulary immersion effec-
tive for me and for my students. Immerse yourself in SAT vocabulary. |
hope that hearing a particular vocabulary word will bring to mind a bevy—a
plethora—of associated words.

In each lesson of Hot Words, a connection exists among the words; the
words relate to each other in some way. As a verbal SAT tutor, | have seen
firsthand how this kind of vocabulary dynamic is highly effective for many of
my students. When alphabetized lists are used, confusion and frustration
sometimes occur for students because—as you can see—the words may start
off in similar ways:

abberation delectable rebuff
abridge delegate rebuke
abrogate deleterious refute
abscond delineate rescind
abstain deluge revile

abstract delusion revoke
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These look-alike/sound-alike words tend to get jumbled together,
undermining our effort to learn hundreds of SAT-type words. Alphabetized
lists are cumbersome, even trite. Unlike alphabetized lists, cluster lists
are dynamic. Words that sound and look different can be closely related in
meaning. An indispensable benefit of cluster learning is getting a close-up
view of the subtleties of difference among the words featured in each les-
son. Although challenging, this method is necessary for learning the real
sense and usage of words.

Let's talk further about clustering and how this method of learning vocab-
ulary relates to word recall. Example: | give you an alphabetized list of 25
words to memorize (five rock bands, five sports teams, five car brands, five
fast foods, and five colleges). Then | ask you to memorize the list and recite
back to me as many terms as you can remember.

Acura Loyola

BMW Mets
Cheeseburger New York University
Columbia University Nissan

Fried Chicken NSync

Giants Pink

Guns n’ Roses Pizza

Harvard University Rangers

Honda Soft Pretzel

Hot Dog Sting

Jaguar The Cure

Jets University of Richmond
Knicks

How would you, personally, recall and recite these 25 terms?

Version A: Alphabetical k#1: FBHE

Acura Loyola

BMW Mets

Cheeseburger New York University
Columbia University Nissan

Fried Chicken NSync

Giants Pink

Guns n’ Roses Pizza

Harvard University Rangers

Honda Soft Pretzel

Hot Dog Sting

Jaguar The Cure

Jets University of Richmond

Knicks
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Version B: Random KR&2: FEE=HIE

Jets Pink

Soft Pretzel Hot Dog

Acura Jaguar

Loyola Harvard University
Guns n' Roses Mets

Nissan Giants

Fried Chicken NSync

Sting Cheeseburger

The Cure New York University
Rangers Knicks

Honda University of Richmond
BMW Columbia University
Pizza

Version C: Clustered RR#3: IHAHIF

Jets Loyola Jaguar
Knicks University of Richmond BMW
Giants Columbia University Honda
Mets New York University Nissan
Rangers Harvard University Acura
Pizza The Cure

Soft Pretzel Pink

Hot Dog Sting

Fried Chicken Guns n’ Roses

Cheeseburger NSync

For the most part, our brains work and think by associating things that
are alike. Clusters and categories are natural to us in terms of how the
majority of us learn. Think back to preschool. Did you learn about colors,
shapes, and animals simultaneously? Or, did you learn colors, then shapes,
then animals, then letters, and so on? Effective learning is not a staccato,
haphazard, mumbo-jumbo process that just happens to occur in A-B-C
order. Learning is ordered in a way that makes sense.

As you will see as you work through this book, cluster lessons are not
made of pure synonyms. Yes, the words relate to a theme or general idea,
but the lists compel you to learn the subtle differences in usage and their
nuances of meaning. The three illustrative sentences provided with each
word help you do just this. Based on my students’ oral and written testi-
mony to me, week after week, | am convinced that clustering is more effec-
tive than basic alphabetized lists.
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Clusters are effective. If clustered or theme-based vocabulary is new
to you, | suggest you try the bonus section that this book contains: Mini
Vocabulary Clusters (see Appendix A). These bite-size groups of related
words will familiarize you with the cluster concept and warm you up for
the lessons that contain larger groups of theme-related words.

Memory Tips is a popular and exciting part of Hot Words. At the end
of each lesson, | show you how to capitalize on your memory and how to
harness the meanings of a plethora of SAT words. Hot Words shows you
practical memory techniques (known as mnemonics) that you can apply
to your vocabulary building. Memory Tips show you how resourcefulness
and creativity—as well as knowledge of prefixes and root words—can help
you amass a large, upper-level vocabulary.

Research shows that memory works predominantly by linking some-
thing new or unknown to some knowledge that you already have. Linking
an SAT word (the unknown) to some word you already know is an effec-
tive method for the daunting task of learning hundreds of upper-level
words. Many memory tips work this way—by linking the new to the
known. Other tips, as you'll see, use additional approaches that are just
as effective. Some examples are letter clusters, word roots, prefixes/
suffixes, slant rhymes, word pictures, and chants.

As you work through each lesson, read aloud the words, definitions,
and sample sentences so that your auditory learning mode is engaged.
Be aware of making distinctions in meaning between words that have
similar definitions. Try using the words in sentences that you make up
on your own.

What role does vocabulary play in the SAT?
HICESATHRIER

Vocabulary is more important than ever. The SAT asks students to
compose a “writing sample,” so students’ vocabulary skills matter a
great deal. The College Board asks students to write a persuasive-type
essay—an effective and compelling expository essay requires a strong,
rich vocabulary.

The critical reading passages are saturated with upper-level vocabu-
lary, and the questions and answer choices also contain high-level
vocabulary.

Sentence completions have answer choices brimming with upper-
level vocabulary. Moreover, most questions feature challenging vocabu-
lary within the sentences themselves. More often than not, these
vocabulary words function as context clues for the blanks. Not knowing
key words that appear within the sentences can hamper your ability to
answer correctly.
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A strong and vast vocabulary remains a primary requisite for a com-
petitive verbal score.

Use a vocabulary notebook iER—/MACECHE

Purchase a marble-bound or journal-type notebook that you devote to
vocabulary building, or create a vocabulary document on your iPad. Pick a
notebook whose cover and size appeal to you. Your vocabulary notebook
will be a companion to Hot Words for the SAT. Every lesson contains
memory tips that use a variety of strategies to help you remember words.
Write the memory tips in your vocabulary notebook, underlining or high-
lighting word roots, prefixes, or letter clusters, as shown in the memory
tips.

Once you get the hang of using memory clues, come up with memory
clues of your own. In order to work efficiently, only invent memory clues for
words that challenge you. It would be a waste of time to think up memory
clues for words that you already know. As you work through each lesson,
add the tips | give to your notebook, and spend some time inventing your
own memory devices. After all, you have special knowledge that’s unique
to you: your cultural heritage, travel, a foreign language, a hobby, an instru-
ment, and so on. Your “special knowledge” can help you come up with
memory tips that no one else can.

Let your vocabulary notebook be colorful and lively! Underline or high-
light parts of the words! Use color and highlighters! Draw pictures to help
make associations. Clip out vocabulary words that you spot in newspapers
and magazines and paste them into your notebook. | recommend you clip
and paste the entire phrase or headline, for example, so that the word has
a context. Read through the words and tips in your vocabulary notebook
each day. This ritual will solidify the meanings of new words for you as you
build a strong and vital vocabulary.

Create homemade flash cards B#l£hH

Certainly, you can purchase a box or two of flash cards at the bookstore.
In fact, you will have a variety from which to choose. However, the original
flash cards that you create for yourself are typically most effective. Your
preexisting knowledge, your wit, your sense of humor, and your personal
associations will come through on your flash cards, providing that you add
an engaging mnemonic device (memory aid) to each card.
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I recommend this format: Write the word neatly (and correctly spelled)
on the front of the index card. On the back of the card, include the
following:

* A concise definition (primary and secondary, whenever possible)

* One or two SAT-level synonyms (look for synonyms toward the end
of the definition, or use a thesaurus)

* A mnemonic device (memory aid) that you have devised

To read examples of various types of mnemonics, review the memory
tips provided at the end of each lesson in HOT WORDS for the SAT. Be
a kid again, and use color: markers, highlighters, colored pencils, colored
ink!

Picasso or not, you can enhance your flash cards with a sketch or doo-
dle that illustrates some aspect of your memory aid. This added, aesthetic
touch draws upon your visual sense, which, for many, is their strongest
learning modality.

Pronunciation guide %=#i%

This fifth edition of HOT WORDS for the SAT includes a user-friendly,
phonetic pronunciation guide for each word. The pronunciations provided
do not require you to know how to read enigmatic diacritical markings,
which often include symbolic notations such as acute accents, grave
accents, macrons, circumflex, and tilde. For many students, these mark-
ings are unfamiliar and, frankly, not that helpful. The pronunciations
provided in this new edition are based on the first pronunciation (if there
is more than one for a particular meaning) recommended and preferred
by our reference standard, Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary,
Eleventh Edition.

Read aloud the pronunciation note, just as it sounds. If you are unsure
about how a word is pronounced, ask someone—a parent, a grandparent,
a teacher, an older sibling—to say the word aloud to you for clarification.
Hyphens indicate syllable breaks. Stress or accentuate the syllable that is
fully capitalized. You will “hear” the word pronounced correctly. This pro-
nunciation guide is valuable because using these words in your everyday
speech—and pronouncing them correctly—is one goal of this book. If you
are unsure about the accuracy of your oral recitations of the words, try
vocalizing the words aloud to a teacher, another adult, an older sibling, or
a study partner. More often than not, two pairs of ears are better than one.
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Vocabulary-in-context paragraphs isgdagiaiC

For every set of five lessons, this edition now features lively paragraphs
within the review exercises that contain words appearing in the prior five
lessons. For added edification, additional words from other lessons may
appear boldfaced within these narratives. In those cases, the lesson
numbers are indicated in parentheses. In light of a particular paragraph’s
theme and context, the meanings of the boldfaced words should be clear.
If you find, however, that you are uncertain about the meanings, review
the words’ definitions and illustrative sentences, as provided within the
referenced lessons in HOT WORDS for the SAT.

Sentence completion exercises =miE=

Each set of five lessons includes a sentence completion exercise that
features both single and double blanks. Please note that part of your
task is to select the best word for the blank, based not only on the word’s
meaning but also on the word’s part of speech (noun, adjective, adverb,
verb). If you are unsure about a particular word’s part of speech, return
to the lesson in which the part of speech is indicated (n., adj., adv., vb.)
right after the word’s pronunciation guide. As the sentence completion
directions state: Select a word form and part of speech that fit correctly
within the sentence.

On the actual SAT, the answer choices for sentence completion ques-
tions are the same part of speech. So, in a sense, the sentence completion
exercises within HOT WORDS for the SAT present an added challenge.

How to answer sentence completion questions
mERERERE?
Sentence completion questions comprise about one-third of the critical
reading questions on the SAT. They come in two varieties: one-blank
and two-blanks. To do well on sentence completions, you need to under-
stand the meanings of words within the sentences and within the answer
choices. For a very thorough explanation of how to answer sentence
completion questions, consult Barron's SAT 2400: Aiming for the Perfect
Score, in which a six-step strategy acronym, “BLANKS,” lays out an effec-
tive step-by-step process.

Here’s an abridged strategy approach. Follow these “FEW” steps, and
you'll be on your way to skillfully answering sentence completions. Once
you have read the entire sentence, do the following:



xiv HOT WORDS FOR THE SAT

F ind context clues and key words within the sentences.

Context clues are words or phrases within the sentence that indicate
what meaning the blank requires. For example, “unwilling to compromise”
could indicate willful, “big-hearted and generous” could indicate magnani-
mous, and “without a word” could indicate taciturn. Key words include
opposite-indicators like although, despite, and even though. Key words
also include negatives such as not, hardly, and without.

E stimate the meaning of the word for the blank(s).

Before fishing around the five answer choices, make it a habit to guess
or predict the meaning of the blank. This way, you will be less misguided
by false positives, decoys, and traps in the answer choices. Think first;
then look.

W rite a positive (+) or negative (-) sign on the blank to indicate the
word’s value.

Word values are based on your “feel” for the word. A word’s subtle
undertone of meaning and its connotation make up its word value. If you
get the sense that the meaning required by the blank has a negative or
uncomplimentary meaning or connotation, simply cross off all the positive-
type words. Word values allow you to effectively use the process of elimi-
nation and narrow in on the correct answer.

These FEW steps can help you become proficient at correctly answer-
ing sentence completion questions.

Note: The answer choices for these sentence completions come
from vocabulary that appears within the lesson. Answer choices can
be the lesson words themselves, or words that appear in definitions
or memory tips. Read the sentences carefully, getting a sense of how
they flow. Then, be sure to select an answer whose word form or part
of speech fits correctly within the context of the sentence.

Wishing you the best,
Linda Carnevale
Alumna, Columbia University’s Teachers College
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] CAT GOT YOUR TONGUE?
Lesson | ExFitia?
i 1 | Words Relating to Using Few Words

L or Being Quiet
L BN/ M EANEC

brevity (BREV-ih-tee) n. briefness or conciseness in speech or writing
For the sake of brevity, choose your words with care.

Limited space in the newsletter makes brevity essential.
When time is short, brevity is a virtue.

concise (cun-SISE) adj. using few words in speaking or writing
A concise explanation is preferable to a long-winded one.

Leslie's essay is pretty wordy; she should try to be more concise.
For a concise summary of the book, read the book jacket.

laconic (luh-CAHN-ik) adj. using few words in speech
Because the senator’s laconic reply lacked specificity, it raised more
questions than it answered.

It was just too hot to give more than a laconic response to the
question.

Ms. Allen’'s laconic explanation consisted of a single word:
pepperoni.

pithy (PIH-thee) adj. brief and full of meaning and substance; concise

For the yearbook, Jenny searched online for pithy quotations about
courage.

Jonathan’s sonnet ended with a pithy rhyming couplet.

What expresses affection more pithily than the three words, / love
you?
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quiescent (kwy-EH-sunt) adj. quiet; still; inactive
Mount St. Helens has been quiescent since its last eruption in 1986.

On long summer weekends, the city loses its bustle and is strangely
quiescent.

Never one to make waves, Leo quiescently followed the coach’s orders.

reticent (RET-ih-sunt) adj. not talking much; reserved
Usually reticent, Ms. Worthy surprised us all with a long story at lunch.

Tom and Molly are a mismatched pair; he's shy and reticent, but she
never stops talking.

| thought the old man was reticent, but he wouldn’t talk because he
had no teeth.

succinct (suk-SINKT) adj. clearly and briefly stated; concise
Mr. Phillips asked us to write a succinct summary of our term papers.

The title succinctly conveys the point of my paper.
Let me state this as succinctly as | can: “No late papers.”

taciturn (TAS-ih-turn) adj. silent; sparing of words; close-mouthed
Next to me on the bus sat a taciturn girl who said nothing during the
four-hour ride.

Throughout the party, Larry was moody and taciturn. No one heard a
peep from him.

Mom kept quiet, not because she’s taciturn, but because she refused
to make the decision for me.

terse (TURS) adj. using only the words that are needed to make the point;
very concise, sometimes to the point of rudeness

Mia wanted details about Joyce’s new boyfriend, but got only a terse
description.

Terse speakers make dull lecturers.

The principal’s terse reply was clear: “No dogs at school.”



